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Timber Framers 

^°Complete 

Self-build 
Solution 

Congratulations to Homebuilding & Renovating 
on its 25th anniversary. Last year Potton 
celebrated 50 years supplying self-build homes 
— so we understand the benefits of experience. 

Formed as a family business in 1 964, Potton 
rapidly established itself as the leading supplier 
of timber frame homes in the UK. Acquired 
by Kingspan in 2006, it has since developed 
into a company offering a complete self-build 
solution, with bespoke designs and cutting-edge 
technology meeting modern demands of energy 
efficiency 

Wishing to provide additional support to 
homeowners, Potton went a step further by 
introducing an education programme for self- 
builders, the Self Build Academy which is now a 
fundamental part of our business. 



Ver^ special homes 
for very special people. 
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Left: Potton’s advert in the 
original issue of Homebuilding 
<fi Renovating, 1 990 
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Obtaining 

planning 


Completing 
your home 


CELEBRATING 
50 YEARS 


KINGSPAN TIMBER SOLUTIONS LIMITED. 

ELTISLEY ROAD, GREAT GRANSDEN, BEDFORDSHIRE SG19 3AR 


POTTON.CO.uk I 01767 676400 I SALES@POTTON.CO.UK 
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Beautifully 
tailored self 
build homes... 
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Give your project 

theEDGE 


24 'rY\rY\ ^lirY\ ^ighflih€S^ 



Introducing theEDGE, a stunning, ultra-slim 
sliding door system 

TheEDGE is one of the most advanced ultra-slim sliding door systems available 
at an affordable price. When you're looking for a slim sightline on a sliding door, 
you'll find it with theEDGE. It provides an ultra-slim profile for the most minimal 
of sightlines - just 24mm, but at a more affordable price than its competitors. 


IDSystems 

* GLASS INNOVATIONS 


For more information and to download our brochure find us at www.idsystems.co.uk 





<01404 540650 
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AND 

CHECKING 

YOUR SYSTEM 
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Over 60j000 happy customers 
User-^ui'd&s written with you in mind 
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Even Heat 

Warm water 
UFH is suitable 
for new builds 
and renovations. 

It distributes heat 
evenly and frees 
up wall space too 


Underfloor 

Heating 




Nu-Heat's experts bust the myths 
on this popular heating system 

Warm water underfloor heating (UFH) is fast becoming one of 
the most desirable heating systems for a home, with over a third 
of recent house buyers citing it as a feature they aspire to hav- 
ing, according to the Ask for Underfloor campaign. 

UFH allows fixtures and fittings to be placed wherever you like 
and offers a more comfortable, even heat than radiators. Thanks 
to the wide range of innovative solutions from Nu-Heat, more 
properties than ever before can enjoy the benefits of UFH too. 
Yet, many still think that UFH isn't suitable for their project.... 

Myth 1: My property isn't suitable for UFH 

Most homes are suitable for UFH, including new properties, as 
they meet insulation and airtightness guidelines. Older proper- 
ties can also have UFH, thanks to retrofit solutions that offer 
higher heat outputs. UFH can even be installed through an exist- 
ing building into a new extension and added to a radiator circuit 
to form a hybrid system. There's no need to change your boiler 
as UFH works with gas, oil and LPG boilers and heat pumps too. 

Myth 2: UFH is disruptive to install 

Nu-Heat's low-profile solutions make installing UFH in an exist- 


ing property simple. The LoPro™ range can be installed over ex- 
isting floors with minimal height build-up and on any floor level. 
With over 60 systems to choose from, options range from those 
suitable for above or below joists and over solid floors too. 

Myth 3: UFH is expensive 

You can enjoy retrofit warm water UFH from Nu-Heat that heats 
up as quickly as a radiator, giving an instant and consistent 
warmth, at one-third of the running cost of electric UFH. When 
paired with a modern condensing boiler, UFH is cheaper to run 
and approximately 25 per cent more efficient than radiators. 

For every project, Nu-Heat provides a bespoke design based 
on full heat loss calculations for each room, taking into account 
your chosen floor coverings so you can be confident that the 
system will always perform. For more information call Nu-Heat 
on 01404 540650 or visit nu-heat.co.uk 


N^-Heat 
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ROOMS 
MADE 
FOR YOU 


roomsmadeforyou.co.uk 



Lifestyle Wall makes light work 
of hanging heavy items. 

Lifestyle Wall Is raising the standard In more ways than one. 

Part of the Rooms Made For You range, Lifestyle Wall's unique high strength enables you to hang 
items simply by screwing directly into the surface of the wall. It's capable of supporting as much as 
15kg off a single screw, which makes it ideal for fixing larger, heavier objects such as mirrors, paintings, 
curtain poles and even flat screen TVs. 

With its superior performance and durability. Lifestyle Wall is also exceptionally resistant to everyday knocks. 

For more information, please visit roomsmadeforyou.co.uk 
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS 

... of Homebuilding & Renovating 


Happy Birthday to Us! 

A potted history of your favourite self-build magazine 

25 Years of Self-build 

We look back on how far the industry has come 

HB&R's Favourite Homes 

Back to the Future: The Home of 2040 

We explore what the future has in store for our homes 

Looking Back with Ken Shuttleworth 

We sit down with the award-winning architect to 
talk house design and building one-off homes 


HOME 

Projects, advice and inspiration for your home 


An Oak Frame Self-build 

A new oak frame home on a semi-rural plot, 
meticulously designed to be a home for life 

Five-Minute Expert: Stone Flooring 

What you need to know before buying 

A Contemporary-Style New Build 

A striking single storey home on a garden plot 

Living Room Design Masterclass 

How best to plan this much-used space 

A Barn-Style Package Home 

One couple complete a fixed-price 
package build within the Cotswolds 

Before & After Design 

A drab bungalow becomes a spacious modern home 

Quick Ideas For Every Room 

Nuggets of expert design advice 

A Listed Barn Conversion 

A Grade II* listed medieval barn is saved from 
ruin and transformed into a characterful home 

My Big Idea: Corner Glazing 

How to achieve this design detail 





BUILDING & RENOVATING 

Practical advice to help get your project underway 




Can Your Relationship Survive a Self-build? 

Want to break ground without breaking up? We 
speak to those in the know and offer advice 
that could save your project — and marriage! 

10 Ways to Stay on Budget 

Wj J David Snell provides his top tips for keeping 
on top of your finances and save on costs 

X The Rebirth of Brick 

_L / T We explain why brick is fast becoming a 

cladding option for the contemporary home, 
and how to use this building material well 

i on How to Insulate a Dormer Window 

_LO / Dormer windows have traditionally 

been difficult to insulate to a high level 
- our expert provides the solution 

A Step-by-Step Guide to Self-build 

Our complete project schedule 


EVERY MONTH 


A Q Upfront 

_L ty The latest self-build and renovation news, 
views, products and your projects 

1 HA Build Cost Calculator 

_L / V_/ Calculate the cost of building a new home in 
your region with our up-to-date cost guide 

215 


Source Book 

A directory of key suppliers for your 
project, as featured in this issue 




One day, you won’t 
have to have an ugly 
oil tank in your garden. 


Get an underground 


gas tank and one day 
can be today 

If you live off the grid, switch from oil to gas for 
your home central heating, with Calor,andyou 
can have your tank out of sight and out of the way. 

We can also advise on how our highly efficient 
gas boilers could reduceyour energy costs. 

It’s easy to switch. To find out more visit 

calor.co.uk or call 0800 085 5126. 



Put some |C/liOI|| in your life 





Wickes 


THEY DREAMT IT 
WICKES BUILT IT 


For more inspiration visit Wickes Kitchen Gallery today 
wickes.co.uk/kitchengallery 


Home featured Mr & Mrs W, Warwickshire 


QUALITY FEATURES 


RANGE OF 28 KITCHENS 


220 SHOWROOMS 
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WELCOME NOVEMBER 2015 


Celebrating 25 5fears 
of Helping 

Jason Orme is the Editor of 
Homebuilding & Renovating 


E very one of our issues 
is special but this one is 
more special than others, 
so to speak. This month 
marks 25 years since the 
magazine - then known 
as Individual Homes - was formed, and 
we're devoting a bit of space in this issue 
to celebrate the fact. We're looking back 
at how self-build trends have changed in 
that time (p.34) and ask experts to predict 
how things might look in 25 years' time 
(p.57). We have also picked our favourite 
homes from the past 25 years (p.44). 

As ever, the magazine is packed with 
plenty of projects, technical and design 
advice and ideas. We explain the best 
ways to save money on your project 
(p.l67); and discover that the humble 
brick (p.l74), for so long left behind as 
the trendy cladding materials (render and 
timber) dominated modern homes, is en- 
joying a remarkable renaissance. 



On a more light-hearted note (perhaps) 
is our guide to managing your relation- 
ship during building work (p.l59) — ap- 
parently home renovations make 12 per 
cent of couples consider divorce! Run- 
ning a building project requires a lot of 
balancing of legwork and key decisions — 
there is a science to it, at least according 
to the experts we found. Architects often 
tell me they end up becoming marriage 
counsellors too. 

Enjoy the issue, and here's to the next 
25 years... (!) 


©(aJasonPOrme 

homebuildingOcentaur.co.uk 

Jason Orme is currently rebuilding a 
1960s house (described as 'Frank Lloyd 
Wrong' by HB&R's Contributing Editor 
Mark Brinkley) and is an experienced 
self-builder and renovator 
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TO CELEBRATE OUR 
25TH AN N IVERSARY 
SUBSCRIBE FOR £ 25 ‘ 


SUBSCRIBEJJQDAY 


HOMEBUILDING.CO.UK/NOVEMBER15 

CALL OUR DEDICATED SUBSCRIPTIONS TEAM ON 01527 834484** 


*DIRECT DEBIT ONLY 

**OFFICE HOURS: MONDAYTO THURSDAY 9AM-5PM; FRIDAY 9AM-4.30PM 
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NOVEMBER 2015 


Contributors 



MARK BRINKLEY 
Mark is the author of The 
Housebuilder's Bible and an 
experienced builder; he's just 
bought another plot. He is also 
a regular expert contributor to 
Homebuilding & Renovating 


EDITORIAL 

Content Director Michael Holmes 

Editor Jason Orme 

Deputy Editor Claire Lloyd 

Associate Editor Natasha Brinsmead 

Features Editor Daisy Jeffery 

Senior Web Editor Lindsey Davis 

Homes Editor (Digital) Kathleen Spriggs-Bush 

Shopping and Products Editor (Digital) Jacob Ingram 

EDITORIAL PRODUCTION 
Content Production Editor Melanie Griffiths 
Senior Art Editor Billy Peel 
Contributions by Emily Smith 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND MARKETING 



PETER HARRIS 

Founding Editor and recently retired 
MD of Homebuilding & Renovating, 
self-builder Peter revisited the birth 
of the magazine and how things 
have changed since to celebrate our 
25th anniversary 


Head of Marketing Melanie Graham 01527 834452 
Group Marketing Manager Eve Mulvaney 01527 834445 
Direct Marketing Manager Anjuman Tariq 01527 834493 
Marketing Designer Karen Lawson 
Senior Marketing Executive Helen Troth 01527 834483 
Marketing Executive Vicki Lees 01527 834409 
Marketing Executive Alicia Maragh 01527 834402 
Subscriptions Manager Alex Worthington 01527 834435 
Customer Services Jayne Everton 01527 834484 

ADVERTISING AND EXHIBITIONS SALES TEAMS 



SIMON MAXWELL 
Photographer Simon Maxwell is a 
member of the British Institute of Pro- 
fessional Photographers and the Royal 
Photographic Society, and has been 
photographing homes for HB&R for 
the last five years. He shares his mem- 
ories of his favourite home on page 46 



Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulation 

Jan - Dec 2014: 25,563 



CENTAWR 

HCME MTErSEST 

Centaur Home Interest 

A Centaur Media Company. Sugar Brook Court, Aston Road, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B60 3EX. Tel: 01527 834400 


Group Advertising Director Gill Grimshaw 
01527 834427 gill. grimshawcacentaur. co.uk 
Exhibitions Sales Director Hellen Roche 
01527 834418 hellen.roche@centaur.co.uk 
Exhibitions Account Manager Josh Mortimer 
01527 834497 josh.mortimer@centaur.co.uk 

MAGAZINE AND WEB PRODUCTION 

Head of Production Bill Griffiths 

iPad b Print Production Manager Charlotte Dearn 

Digital Production Manager Tom Burbridge 

Email Production Manager David Lloyd 

Digital Production Assistant Nicholas Robertson 

Production Admin Assistant Alice Sullivan 

homebuilding.co.uk 

Digital Sales Director Jackie Sanders 
01527 834426 Jackie.sanders@centaur.co.uk 
Digital Sales Manager Lucinda Clarke 
01527 834404 lucinda.clarke@centaur.co.uk 
Digital Sales Executive Elena Gill 
01527 834494 elena.gill@centaur.co.uk 
Digital Sales Executive Kelly James 
01527 834471 kelly.James@centaur.co.uk 
Digital Executive Navdeep Poonia 
01527 834411 navdeep.poonia@centaur.co.uk 
Directory Sales Executive Simone Adams 
01527 834481 simone.adams@centaur.co.uk 



www.homebuilding.co.uk 


Head of Digital Gill Dawson 
Web Services Manager Alison Nash 
Web Services Technician Laura Sturgess 
Social Media Editor Sarah Handley 


Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of material published in Homebuilding b Renovating, the publishers can accept no responsibility for the 
veracity of claims made by contributors, manufacturers or advertisers. No guarantee can be made of the safe return of unsolicited text or photographs. Copyright 
for all materials published in Homebuilding b Renovating remains with the publishers. Designed using Apple computers. Printed by Wyndeham Group. Distributed 
by MarketForce. Homebuilding & Renovating ©2015 is published monthly. ISSN 1471-5791. Competitions: By providing your details you are consenting to receive 
information, news and offers from Homebuilding b Renovating and its parent company, Centaur Media, if you would prefer not to receive this information, 
please state 'No contact' on your entry. Occasionally, we may pass on your details to other carefully selected companies, if you would prefer not to receive this 
information, please state 'No other companies' on your entry. 


PUBLISHING AND EXHIBITIONS MANAGEMENT 
Managing Director Steve Newbold 
Commercial and Events Director Nick Noble 
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Insulation 


Passivhaus by Kingspan 



Kin^ 


The new Kingspan Passivhaus has been designed by 
HTA Design LLP in collaboration with Potton. 




The idea behind the design of the housetype was to 
defy the stereotype that Passivhaus will not work with 
generous openings and a form that deviates from the 
typical boxy design with small windows. 

Visit www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk/passivhaus 


Further information on the Kingspan 
range is available on: 

+44 (0) 1544 387 384 
literature(f>kingspaninsulation.co.uk 
O www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk 

Pembridge, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 9U\, UK 


Kingspan and the Lion Device are Registered Trademarks of 

the Kingspan Group pic in the UK and other countries. All rights reserved. 






the underfloor 
heating store 

UK's largest underfloor heating company 





© Polypipe 

WATER UNDERFLOOR 
^ HEATING ^ 


^prowarm 

ELECTRIC UNDERFLOOR 
^ HEATING 


from 


£84 


.99 

INC VAT 


from 


£409 


.99 

INC VAT 


from 


£436 


.99 

INC VAT 


LifeTime Warranty 'on all our ProWarm™ electric underfloor heating systems, including thermostats!' 


o/> GET GREAT 
^ DISCOUNTS 

Enter this code at checkout 

HBRDISCOUNT 


wvvvv.theunderfloorheatingstore.com 


The smarter way to heat your home! 

0844 800 3396 



FREE NEXT DAY 

O’ DELIVERY 



affordable luxury for your 
dream home! 


ELECTRIC UNDERFLOOR HEATING [v] WATER UNDERFLOOR HEATING THERMOSTATS 

INSULATION BOARDS ADHESIVES & LEVELLERS AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS 


WET ROOM KITS 
FREE DELIVERY 



(£V Price Match Promise 'if you find the same product cheaper elsewhere online, we'll match the price!' 


Which? 


Trusted trader 


r 


Having successfully completed the assessment 
process we are very pleased to be a Which? 

Trusted trader, our membership is 402349444. 
Although our standards are already high this 
recognised qualification endorses the fact that our 
level of service and professionalism is exceptional. 


STRUSTPILOT ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

We are the UK's highest rated 
underfloor heating company 






Visit our website or give us a call today 

01865 596768 

www.j shouseofdesign.co.uk 


We work with you and the blank eanvas of your building project to 
design and style the kitchen, bedrooms and bathrooms, using our 30 
years' design experience, to create your dream home. 




IMAGES: TRENT BELL 


UPFRONT 


DESIGN DIGEST 

The latest house design ideas and news from around the world 




Life’s a Beach 

Defining New England-style design perfectly, this beautiful 
family beach house in Maine from Caleb Johnson Architects + 
Builders (CJAB) exudes effortless style. CJAB designed the 
property - located on a sandy beach - to be orientated to- 
wards the sun and with a direct view of the ocean which can be 
enjoyed both inside through plenty of glazing, as well as out- 
side thanks to a wraparound veranda. 

Gentle curves soften the exterior, which has been clad in 
pickled white oak, while the interior palette is very light to re- 
main in keeping with the beach house theme. A massive stone 
chimney with fireplaces on both the interior and exterior adds 
wow-factor to this classic home. 
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EXTERNAL 

BIEOLDING 

DOORS 


‘SUPREME’ 

ALUMINIUM 


INTEREST-FREE 
CREDIT AVAILABLE 


THE CREDIT ADVERTISED IS PROVIDED BY BARCLAYS PARTNER FINANCE WITH WHOM WE 
HAVE A COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIP AND IS THE LENDER. CREDIT AVAILABLE ON ORDERS 
OVER £1000 AND IS SUBJECT TO STATUS. PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINTING. E&OE. 




VUFOLD LTD, QUEEN’S COURT, QUEEN’S AVENUE, MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE, SK10 2BN. 
VUFOLD LTD IS THE CREDIT BROKER AND IS AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL 
CONDUCT AUTHORITY. 


GREY OR WH TE 


FROM £1419 


FROM £2289 




0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


CURING-EDGE BIFOLD DOORS, EXCLUSIVELY FROM MJPOID 

■ 10 YEAR GUARANTEE ■ PREMIUM HARDWOODS & ALUMINIUM ■ DESIGNED IN THE UK ■ EASY-INSTALL DOOR SETS WWW.VUFOLD.CO.UK 

01 625 442 899 


NSPIRED 

NTERIORS 


INTERNAL 

ROOM 

DIVIDERS 


‘INSPIRE’ 

FOLD-ELV\T 

RANGE 


FROM £889 FROM £999 


•ir*? 
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6-8 NOV 2015 
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EHC, EDINBURGH 
24-25 OCT 2015 
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INTEREST-FREE 
CREDIT AVAILABLE 

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 











UPFRONT 


SHARE 

Your projects, views, moans and more 
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“The Hempcrete 
is Finishecf 
Despite Delays” 

We catch up with self-builder 
Joe Shimbart, who's building an 
energy-efficient oak frame house in 
Hampshire using natural materials 

Despite delays due to the congestion at the ports in 
Calais, the lorries carrying the hemp for the house finally 
arrived on site. The timing was perfect — just as the 
hempcrete specialists working with my building team 
completed the first sections of the shuttering, the hemp 
and binder began to arrive on site. 

It's very physical work manually casting hempcrete and 
you have to take care as the lime can burn the skin. Yellow 
hippo buckets of hempcrete were passed up and along 
the scaffold to those at the top of the shuttering, who 
were then tipping it in and gently spreading it. Care was 
taken not to over or under compact the hempcrete but, 
due to the hot weather, it was essential to get the mix into 
the shuttering and cast before it started to go off. There 
was something therapeutic about the whole process. 

It was fantastic to see the house appear from the 
ground up as the lifts of shuttering were gradually 
removed. We completed all the hempcreting in Just under 
three weeks. For more updates on Joe's project, visit 
homebuildinq.co.uk/bloqs 



From Facebook 


Be Social 


Top Tweets 


Q. Geoff and June Gaffney 
have created a beautiful 
brick-clad and oak frame 
home — what's your verdict 
on the end result? 

Al. "A very handsome-looking 
house. I do love to see a 
mixture of wood and brick — beautiful." Sarah Baldwin 
A2. "This is a fantastic project that I had the pleasure of 
designing down in Buckinghamshire. Great site, great 
clients and great end result." PJT Design Limited 
A3. "Impressed with your courage, determination and 
success. Enjoy your achievement." Jill Johns 




Facebook 


Twitter 


Pinterest 


Youtube 


Google+ 


"In Spain, entire villages are for 
sale for the price of just one UK 
house — could be good for a self 
refurb group eh?" (asenorelbaldi 

"Solve the housing crisis with 
self-build cities not slums" 

^HolmesMike 

"Let your council know that you 
want to be part of a #selfbuild 
scheme by signing the Self 
Build Register" 

(a Li ndsey_E_ Davis 
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Harrit &. 
S0rensen 


DANISH DESIGN 




“’^1 



Designers: Harrit & Sorensen 


H SCAN 66 WHITE 

PURE WHITE 

White is known as the colour of purity and natural beauty. 

By choosing white for your wood stove, you can combine it with almost any 
other colour in your interior. White creates a peaceful and relaxing atmosphere. 

The organic shape creates a beautiful frame around the fire and the view 
to the flames is maximised through the use of a glass log retainer. 

Hang it on the wall or choose between three different leg options, 
where one has multiple choices for colour inlays. 

The series is also available in black paint. 




DANISH HEATING IDEAS 



Scan 66-2 


Scan 66-3 


Scan 66-4 


Scan 66-1 





For our latest brochure and details of your nearest exclusive dealer call our 24 hour hotline 01527 506019 or visit www.scan.dk email: sales(^jotuluk.com 



UPFRONT 


MATERIALS 

Latest looks for finishes and fittings 




Transitions Blinds 
from QMotion UK 

The new Transitions range 
of blinds from QMotion UK, 
complete with cordless design, 
cleverly filters light at the touch 
of a button via remote control, 
smartphone or tablet. With two 
adjustable panels, the blinds 
overlap to shift between privacy 
mode and sheer view, with the 
sheer fabric helping to reduce 
visibility from outside as well 
as draughts. Prices start from 
£748.71 incl fabric for a blind 
measuring 900(w)xl,500mm(l). 


The Waldorf Bathroom 
Collection from Crosswater 

The first complete bathroom 
collection from Crosswater, 
the Waldorf exudes '20s style. 
Here, the high-level cistern 
with chain costs £380, the 
1,500mm double wash basin 
with three tap holes are £1,295 
each, with the basin console in 
chrome costing £1,500. 



The Calypso Aurora 
Door from JB Kind 

The Calypso Aurora glazed 
door from JB Kind is a 
modern interpretation of a 
retro style. It is white primed 
and ready for a top coat 
finish — so you can choose 
any colour to suit your 
room. It costs £157 excl VAT 
(supplier dependent). 



Just Silence Outdoor Spa from Villeroy & Boch 

Bringing the spa from your bathroom to your 
patio, the new Just Silence Outdoor Spa from 
Villeroy & Boch features JetPak™ II technology, 
LED lights for ambient lighting and even WiFi 
connectivity for iPhone and a stereo system. The 
spa is finished with Light Grey outer panels and 
an Alpine White interior. It costs from £13,200. 


DRU Maestro Fire 

Thanks to balanced flue technology, DRU's 
Maestro 80 Triple fire doesn't have to conform to 
a standard location, meaning that its three-sided 
design provides panoramic views of the fire and 
more options in terms of room location. The heat 
output provided is between 2.2kW and 9.6kW, so 
the fire can be set according to the time of year, 
and the fire has an impressive energy-efficiency 
rating of 84 per cent. The fire can even be con- 
trolled on your smartphone via a free app. POA. 



The Latest Radiators 





1 . Zehnder's Copper Black 
Charleston radiator comes in a 
range of sizes, starting from £222 

2 . Iconics contemporary 
Badge BDO steel towel rail 
radiator costs £1,231 

3 . The Intense Horizontal 
from The Radiator 
Company costs £1,123 
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MASTERS OF OUR TRADE 


A RANGE TO INSPIRE. 

A SERVICE TO ADMIRE, 


From contemporary to traditional, you'll find the right iook with the 
UK’s Biggest Range of Ironmongery all available the NEXT DAY. 







^ ^ Text: ZY3468Z to 80800 

Call 0808 168 28 28 or go online to get your FREE CATALOGUE for FREE! Followed by your 

^ ^ ^ name, address and email. 




ORDER BY 8PM 
GET IT NEXT DAY 


FREE DELIVERY 
OVER £45* 


FREE RETURNS 
WITHIN 30 DAYS 



MINIMUM 
5 YEAR GUARANTEE 



LOCKED DOWN 
PRICES 



II CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week ^ ^ ONLINE Shop 24/7! 

1 0808 1 68 28 28 W Ironmongery O/recf-com 


*ExVAT 

FIND US ON ^ oo 







UPFRONT 


THE LATEST 

Events, news, tips and ephemera 


New Solar Panel Installations 

Will Receive Little, If Any, Tariff Support 

In a summer of major policy announcements, with the 
plug pulled on the Government's Green Deal as well as VAT 
increases on energy-saving materials, the latest announce- 
ment from the Department of Energy and Climate Change 
(DECC) of the proposed cuts to the Feed-in Tariffs (FiTs) 
scheme comes as a further blow to the UK's solar industry. 

In the long-awaited review, issued on 27 August 2015, 
the DECC unveiled their plans to cut solar incentives. Under 
the new plans, the smallest solar arrays with less than 4kW 
capacity would see generation tariffs cut by 87 per cent 
from as early as next January. New bandings are also being 
proposed for different arrays — despite solar being the most 
popular renewable energy source among homeowners. 

While wind and hydro power fared better in the consulta- 
tion, with reports showing this area already passing 2012 
projections, cuts of around a third to a half are still being 
proposed for small-scale wind and hydro power projects. 

Furthermore, it has also been proposed that tariffs will be 
subject to cuts each quarter, which would see FiTs incen- 
tives end for new installations by January 2019. Along with 
these cuts, the DECC have stated that under the new pro- 
posals the reduced tariffs will also be subject to spending 



caps — which in themselves could be subject to change, 
or even elimination altogether. The consultation states that 
there will be: "A cap on new FiTs expenditure of between 
£75-£100million by 2018/19. It is important to note that if 
tariffs change either as a result of this consultation or future 
tariff reviews, including that on anaerobic digestion (AD) 
tariffs, then the caps will need to be adjusted accordingly. If 
cost-control measures are not implemented or effective in 
ensuring that expenditure under the scheme is affordable 
and sustainable. Government proposes that the only alter- 
native would be to end generation tariffs for new applicants 
as soon as legislatively possible." 


Join Potton's Self Build Academy 
on Tour at the Eden Project 

The perfect day out for budding self-builders, package 
supplier Potton are taking their popular Self Build Acade- 
my on tour on Saturday 17 October for a unique one-day 
event at the Eden Project in Cornwall. 

With a packed itinerary in place, you will receive an 
introduction to self-build with a guide on finding land 
and appraising a plot, gaining top tips on everything from 
managing risks to dealing with services. A crash-course in 
designing your own home and gaining planning permis- 
sion, along with an introduction to energy efficiency and 
how to increase the performance of your new home, will 
also be included. While the afternoon will bring opportu- 
nity for Q&As with Potton's self-build experts. 

The course runs from 9.30am till 3pm and ticket prices 
cost £40 (or £60 per couple) and include free entry into 
the Eden Project after the course finishes, complimentary 
refreshments and a buffet lunch, and a number of other 
free gifts, including a self-build information pack and 
tickets to upcoming self-build shows. 

For more information and to book your place, visit 
selfbuildacademv.co.uk/news/eden-proiect-event 


Boris Johnson Gives Green Light 
for London Custom Build Scheme 

Those wishing to build their own home in the Capital are 
one step closer to achieving their dream following the 
launch of the new Build Your Own London Home Regis- 
ter commissioned by Mayor Boris Johnson. 

The new register will act as an online resource, allowing 
those wishing to express their interest in custom build- 
ing a home in London the chance to sign up and list their 
preferred borough — giving City Hall an initial database to 
help map the level of demand. 

By the end of the year, providing enough people have 
registered, the Mayor hopes to use this database to pair 
those interested in custom build with councils that have 
brownfield sites available, as well as developers who can 
help make their homebuilding dreams a reality. 

Schemes such as Custom House, the Capital's first 
custom build project by Make Architects, are already 
underway with planning permission granted for nine new 
homes and it is anticipated there will be many more to 
follow if the response from the register is high. 

For more information and to register your interest, visit 
london.aov.uk/buildvourownhome (!) 
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FIRST ISSUE: (LATE) SUMMER 1990 
Formed as Individual Homes, 
the magazine introduced 
the concept of self-build 


DECEMBER 1994 
An introduction to 
'Computer-Aided Home Design' 
and a horse on top of a house 


FEBRUARY 1995 
A dramatic open plan hall- 
way, monster flowers and a rare 
pale green colour scheme 


JULY 1995 

A new look, and an interior show- 
ing how design styles have changed 
so quickly since the nineties 


Happy Birthday To Us! 

Homebuilding & Renovating celebrates its 25th anniversary this month. 
Indulge us for a few minutes: here's our story 


T his special issue marks 25 years of Homebuilding & Reno- 
vating. Elsewhere in this issue we're running a series of 
features looking back and, perhaps more interestingly, 
looking forward to what our projects will look like in the coming 
years. But we also wanted to let you know our story and what 
it's like to produce this unique magazine every month. On these 
pages we asked the three people who have produced Home- 
building & Renovating over this time for their story. 

What is even more remarkable is the feedback that we get 
from you, our readers, as to how we have helped you and your 
projects succeed — we've reproduced some of the best ones 
here, too. Homebuilding & Renovating has a uniquely personal 
relationship with its readers, many of whom we meet at our 
events, and many of whom we meet after being asked for advice 
and form friendships with. Without you, of course, we wouldn't 
exist, so we constantly strive to produce news, analysis, ideas, 
insight and, of course, answers to the questions that you have 
about creating your dream home. 

Homebuilding & Renovating has another unique element — 
we are produced by enthusiasts for enthusiasts. All three editors 
are experienced homebuilders and many on the team are too — 
and we bring our experiences, good and bad, to the page. The 
questions, travails and highlights we live through directly influ- 
ence our editorial decisions which means you can rely on what 
you read because it comes from experience. As our voyage of 
discovery continues, then we pass on our findings and thoughts 
to you. Sometimes we fall on our face, but overwhelmingly we 
get it right and give you the honest, independent, expert an- 
swers and ideas you demand. Thank you for sharing our Jour- 
ney, and we look forward to the years to come. 


BLUSH, BLUSH. . . 

Over the years youve been more than kind . . . 

''A huge thank you for the content within 
Homebuilding & Renovating magazine. 

Tm about to undertake my first self-build in 
Angus, Scotland, and the information I have 
gathered from you guys is outstanding No other 
organisation/mag can touch you. 

TOP MARKS” 

“My £35 yearly subscription saved me £9,000!” 

As an avid reader of the magazine I saved hundreds 
of pounds. The best magazine ever bought!” 

“I love this magazine. We are hopefully about to 
embark on our first self-build project and it's been 
an amazing source of information. ” 
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MEBUUNM 
ENOVATM 



JANUARY 1996 
A rare evening shot graces 
the cover — one of the first 
Huf Hauses in the UK 


MARCH 1997 

One of the all-time classic 'Can't 
Believe It's New' covers features 
a brand new Arts & Crafts home 


OCTOBER 1997 
First issue with the new title. 


JANUARY 1998 

An early discussion about open plan 


THE EARLY DAYS 

Founding Editor Peter Harris looks back on how it all began 



Peter Harris 
Founding Editor 

I was the launch editor of a building 
trade magazine called ABC&D. This had 
enjoyed an amazing burst of growth in 
the boom years of the late 1980s and our 
tiny editorial team was being encour- 
aged to 'think big thoughts' and come 
up with new concepts. I had a meeting 
for a piece for ABC&D with the then ar- 
chitecture correspondent for The Times. 
Charles Knevitt. We had breakfast at The 
Wolseley and chatted about all manner 
of building industry-related things. Did I 
know, asked Charles, who the single big- 
gest housebuilder was? Expertly covering 
my wafer-thin knowledge I ventured the 
names of a couple of the larger firms. No, 
said he, it's self-build — if you total the 
number of self-builds it's bigger than the 
output of Britain's biggest developer. 


A surprising fact. I like to think 
I checked this out but I'm not 
sure I actually did. What I defi- 
nitely did do was talk to a few of 
our advertisers and solicit their 
views. Yes, came the message 
loud and clear, we would like to promote 
it but currently we can't. 

Six months on and the project went 
live. Derek Rogers was hired to lead the 
amazingly successful commercial assault 
on the advertiser community. I produced 
a dummy with some gorgeous copy and 
imagery. We pitched the idea to a chap 
called John Chapman who at that time 
decided whether a magazine idea would 
get newsstand distribution or not ('not' 
being way more likely) and then had a 
highly lubricated lunch with him at his fa- 
vourite Hatton Garden watering hole, the 
Bleeding Heart, together with our then 
boss, the legendary luncher Colin Urqu- 
hart. A huge one-off issue was published 
in 1990 and sold 30,000 copies. We were 
on our way. 

This was the start of the Journey and 
it stands out to me Just how few of the 
people, organisations or products we 
dealt with at that time are still around 
today — truly an era of constant change 
and evolution. The magazine has grown 
into a multi-platform brand with exhibi- 
tions and websites adding to the overall 
offering. Nick Noble Joined shortly after 
to run and develop our exhibitions. 

The enthusiasm, degree of engage- 
ment and commitment of all the editors 



and their teams as well as the sales and 
marketing folks over the 25 years has 
been a big factor in the magazine's suc- 
cess. Myself, Michael Holmes and Jason 
Orme have all built our own homes and 
have developed the first-hand knowl- 
edge of the subject that can make a 
specialist publication come alive and be- 
come really useful. 

I stood down as editor in the mid 1990s 
to concentrate on developing the overall 
business, to be followed by Michael Hol- 
mes and then Jason Orme. All three of us 
stayed in the business and kept the torch 
burning brightly until my retirement in 
April this year. I do hope Homebuilding & 
Renovating has been and continues to be 
of use to you. Thank you all so much for 
your support over the years. 
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For most, designing and building your own oak frame home is a once in 
a lifetime experience. It is your chance to create something completely 
unique, a home that will not only serve your needs in the present, but one 
which will become your legacy, mellowing gracefully and repaying you 
with a lifetime of enjoyment. In recognition of this, Oakwrights cannot 
over-stress the importance of getting it right. We use only exceptional, 
seasoned, architectural designers to create our homes, designers such as 
whose lifetime of experience in designing for self-build has 
honed and refined his skills, specialising particularly in oak framing. 

The build quality, accuracy and finish of an Oakwrights oak frame is 
legendary, but a home meticulously designed alongside our architectural 
designers is the stuff of dreams. 
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MAY 1999 

Grand Designs first aired on our 
TV screens this month. Modern 
homes became more palatable 


JANUARY 2000 
One of our first Awards issues, 
profiling the best homes from 1999, 
including a new barn-style home 


APRIL 2001 

Modern extensions to old homes 
is a classic editorial theme, and 
this early example sold well 


MAY 2002 

Editor Michael Holmes' own 
project made a fabulous 
cover story 


SELF-BUILD 
COMES OF AGE 

Michael Holmes remembers the 1 994-2004 era, when self-build 
(and the magazine) began to really hit the mainstream 




Michael Holmes 
Editor 1994-2004 
(now Content Director) 


When the first issue of Homebuild- 
ing & Renovating (first titled Individual 
Homes) landed at my then office at 
Build it magazine it shook the building 
with a glossy, perfect-bound, threaten- 
ing thud. Build It was only a few issues 
old and doing quite well, but suddenly 
it had to share the emerging self-build 
market with a very well put together, 
heavyweight rival. 

Back then, building your own home 
was regarded as a rather obscure thing 
to want to do. In reality, it was already 


a market worth 
hundreds of mil- 
lions a year, but 
few people had 
spotted this, or 
recognised its 
potential to grow 
and deliver more 
new homes than 
any of the na- 
tion's big name 
housebuilders. 

It took the introduction of self-build 
magazines, exhibitions, media cam- 
paigns (I was then working on the PR for 
the first ever National Self Build Homes 
Show) and the creation of a new audi- 
ence to coalesce the disparate players in 
the market and to give an identity to what 
would become 'the self-build industry'. 

My involvement with Homebuilding 
B Renovating came when then Editor, 
Peter Harris, invited me to contribute a 
finance column in March 1992. From 
there I was quickly co-opted into a tiny 
team working full time as Deputy Editor 
and in January 1994, I was made Editor 
and the title soon went monthly. And so 
started a 10 year servitude which was to 
see the transition from Individual Homes 
to Homebuilding & Renovating in 1997, 
the launch of homebuildina.co.uk and 
the growth of a sector that for much of 
1996-2008 was contributing 16-17,000 
new homes a year — a remarkable one in 
three new detached homes. 


Above: Funny fashion era, 
the early 1990s... 


I'd like to think that it was my natural 
talent as an editor and my innate un- 
derstanding of the self-build audience - 
having self-build twice myself - that led 
HB&R to grow from strength to strength 
and become the UK's best-selling self- 
build magazine. Of course, the reality is 
that I was lucky enough to be at the helm 
at a time when magazine sales generally 
were at their peak, the housing market 
was booming and Grand Designs hit our 
TV screens, helping seed the self-build 
dream in millions. 

In fact, property TV programs became 
so popular that I too ended up on the 
box presenting multiple property show 
formats for C5, BBCl and ITVl, and it was 
this extension of my career for which I 
stepped aside, and handed the editor- 
ship over to Jason Orme who last year 
eclipsed my decade in the role to become 
the magazine's longest serving editor. 
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When it connes to cooking; experience nnatters. 

Two, vast oven cavities, 5 zone induction or gas hob, glide-out grill and 
exclusive bread proving drawer; the Rangemaster NEXUS offers 110cm of 
range cooking perfection. 

Built from 185 years of market leading experience, the NEXUS tops the 
range of Britain’s finest. Don’t just take our word for it; Rangemaster 
dominates Which? best buys with 9 of the top 11 range cookers, wins 
countless industry awards and over 1 million customers have already 
made Rangemaster the heart of their home. 

Rangemaster; Built from experience. 

Call 0800 804 6261 or visit us at rangemaster.co.uk 
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DECEMBER 2004 

A brand new cottage built to a tiny 
budget featured as our cover story 
as the housing market boomed 


SEPTEMBER 2005 
A classic new oak frame home, 
again built to a modest budg- 
et, made a dynamic cover 


JULY 2010 

Swimming pools and the now 
universal bi-fold doors provided 
our most summery of covers 


DECEMBER 2012 

Oak frames are a constantly popu- 
lar inclusion in the magazine — this 
modern, fresh look worked well 


THE RECESSION 
YEARS 



Jason Orme 
Editor (2004-current) 

I got into it by accident, really, but it be- 
came a lifestyle as much as a job. I met 

and then worked with Michael for five 
years as the magazine grew and grew 
and, as a young kid out of university more 
interested in rock music than ventilation 
(unimaginable I know!) I never thought 
I would still be here 16 years later. But I 
quickly became interested in this self- 
build thing and I became editor, got mar- 
ried and bought a building plot all in the 
same year back in 2004. 

The magazine enjoyed several boom 
years after I took over but, a year after 
completing my house Northern Rock 
'happened', a full-on recession started 
and, to cap it all, the changing media in- 
dustry threatened to, as those annoying 
marketeers call it, 'disrupt' the model of 
magazines altogether. 

What we have achieved in those years 
since has been nothing short of remarka- 
ble. We developed one of Britain's most- 


visited homes websites (most months 
over half a million people enjoy home- 
building. co.uk) and by providing added 
depth and insight to our magazine read- 
ership have carved out a dedicated audi- 
ence of print readers. Unlike almost every 
other magazine we are actually increas- 
ing our readership and the fact that now 
the majority of our audience are actually 
annual subscribers is a huge honour. 

Other particularly pleasing elements of 
our last 10 years have been a growing re- 
spect among what we loosely call 'trade' 
readers. Leading architects have told me 
that they not only encourage their clients 
to read Homebuilding & Renovating but 
actually make their staff read it in order 
to learn more about the latest in house- 
building and design trends. Plumbing as- 
sociations have called us and asked for 
reprints of articles on emerging renewa- 
bles. That we successfully manage to ap- 
peal to both novice Joe Public and expe- 
rienced architects and industry experts is 
unique and very pleasing. 

Bang in the middle of a large renova- 
tion and extension project. I'm reminded 
again that the success of Homebuild- 
ing Ef Renovating is our ability to talk to 
you, our readers, in an honest way and 
that you recognise us as people experi- 
encing the same ups and downs as you. 
That we can write so successfully about 
self-build and renovation is not so much 
that we know the answers but rather we 
know the right questions to ask. You nev- 
er stop learning about building houses, 
and that's what makes us such an inter- 
esting and, hopefully, useful read. I'd like 
to thank all of our readers over the years 
and can assure you that we'll continue to 
push forward in providing a unique and 
essential companion to the process of 
creating your dream home. (D 
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Improve your outlook with ARBOR sliding and 
folding timber doors^ Manufactured to order in 
European Oak and durable hardwoods. 


1 33S Park Avenue. Aztec Wfesi. 
Bristol BS32 4RX 

Tel: 01454 270039 

Fax; 01454 270049 

email: sales@arborwinsys.co.ulc 




Tel 01302 752 504 
Email sales@s3i.co.uk 
Visit www.s3i.co.uk 


S3i 

GROUP 


Search 

S3i balustrade [d 


Seconds & Co 


f The onl: 



The only UK approved seller of Kingspan & Kooltheriti 


Seconds are not 'iecond hand' boards, and are direct from manufacture 


The onfy UK approved seller of Kingspan & Koaltherm Seconds 


Savings of 10% ‘ 50% when you buy seconds 


Seconds of ftecticeS/ Kingspan/ Koolthenn/ Eeotherm & Fiberglass 


Sizes from 20mm to 200mfn 


www.secondsandcoxo.uk 


01544 260 501 


Kingspan Insulates Better 

Copnparisen assumes same thickness af 
msulation mateiral Lambda values given at 

HttJt ll!l5S.cil^t«^^£lHl iSEimriH ^iie d imt^MIliin itMt^rldil. 


EPS 

• IJ]3D#/'in h 

30 ^ 

MORE 

HUT LV»' 



Uock Mineral 
dais Fibre Fibr« 


,1 03.- flJOaJ h 

I n i B ' 


34% 47% 

MORE MORE 

HCATLOSl' hEATLPSS' 



Kinqsp^n 

Oplim-fi 

■d.0£fl W^mR 

69 ^- 

LESS 

hf:Atw>s> 


Kingspan 

Koolfhcfm' 

ditiaow^m.K 

i.0.«a-octf3.^ 

13 ^ 

LESS 

HE*T L04-. 


Kiropan 

IPN^ 

LESS 

HE*T LQS&^ 


lleterejTce 

Pnint 

o gfj W/tn Jt 


I Ini' I h Hrt hrri sidi-iknUivn^ iwnpiM# 

^ l| lll.ll II Jll I I I A'HLd P+U 4 . 

1 LMi tm nitiiwi iwinfctfwi 

m l i i li I- If 

* ■.■■iijAv*'! idkw viHiri S K)*C: 







Homebuilding 
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'““"’Anelian^^ 

Home ^^'improiH/eiripnt& 


The show with everything 
to help make your 
home improvement 
project truly outstanding. 


Bath & West Showground 91—22 


SOM ERSET NOV 

RHC^ HICSsS 

EDINBURGH HARROGATE 


To claim your 2 FOR 1 TICKETS for just £12* visit 
homebuildingshow.co.uk, seiect your show and enter code HBR241 
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#HBRshow15 
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25 LOOKING BACK 




MARK BRINKLEY 
Mark is the author of The 
Housebuilder's Bible and an 
experienced builder; he's 
just bought another plot 


F or those of us who have been writing about self-build 
for much of this period, 25 years seems like no time 
at all. But in reality it's long enough to tease out some 
historical perspective and to begin to understand 
the trends that drive and define the era we live in. 
In 1990, the building trade was flat on its back 
after the sudden and dramatic downturn in the housing market 
known as the 'Lawson Bust'. Chancellor Nigel Lawson's budget 
in 1988 had managed to add 25% to house prices overnight, 
only to see them slide by 35% four months later when his mort- 
gage tax break was removed. House prices stayed depressed for 
several years and many people were thrown into negative equity 
— a phrase that is now all but forgotten. 

Though self-build is relatively immune to the ups and downs 
of the British property market, negative equity destroyed many 
group self-build schemes which were a feature of the 1970s and 
'80s. In such schemes, self-builders had been combining forces 
to build their homes, sharing their own labour to save on costs. 
But when the groups calculated that they were losing money 
every hour they worked, the impetus to get ahead vanished and 
some schemes were abandoned half-built. Group self-build 
was never a big component of the self-build scene, but after 
1990 it had all but vanished. 

Today all the talk is of custom build which, it is hoped, may 
hold the key to doubling the number of self-build projects soon, 
but custom build is a far cry from group self-build. It involves 


using an enabler to set up the sites and provide a homebuilding 
service. While custom build is common in other countries, it's 
something of a new concept in the UK. 

Back in 1990 self-build was a well-established route for young 
people to get on the housing ladder. It was nothing new. Small 
local builders and a good smattering of self-build had been the 
backbone of British homebuilding for centuries. It was only in the 
1950s and '60s that the market began to move towards the big 
professional developers. In 1990 there was a thriving self-build 
community — though those taking on a project of this nature 
probably wouldn't have used the term 'self-builder' to describe 
themselves. Potton had been acting as a trailblazer, building 
showhomes at the Ideal Home exhibitions, and many other busi- 
nesses catered for the self-build market. What self-build didn't 
have before 1990 was any sort of media profile — other than 
Murray Armor's bestselling book How To Build Your Own Home. 
The start of a magazine for self-builders was, in retrospect, a 
turning point for the self-build scene as we now know it. 



DAVID SNELL 

"The process of building your own home 
has become easier in some ways and 
much more difficult in others. There is 
now a lot of support, a lot more com- 
panies offering products and services 
specifically to self-builders than there 
was in 1990. However, there has been a 
massive rise in bureaucracy which has 
made self-building, all things consid- 
ered, more difficult to achieve. It's no 
coincidence that the total market hasn't 
grown massively in this time." 
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In the past 25 years we 
managed to kill off... 


COLOURED BATHROOM SUITES 

Their heyday was in the 1960s and 70s but they were still be- 
ing produced by the likes of Twyfords in the '90s. The all-white 
bathroom was seen as old-fashioned and boring, and renova- 
tors were still pulling them out of existing homes and replacing 
them with a range of, frankly, strange colours. Back in 1994, I 
wrote in the first edition of The Housebuilder's Bible that the 
modern bathroom was: 'All curves and pastel colours and the 
taps look like mushrooms.' Much effort went into matching wall 
tiles and towel radiators with the bathroom suite colours. Maybe 
if the colours had been a little more appealing, the coloured 
bathroom suite might have survived. They might even make a 
comeback if Farrow b Ball produced the colours, but all the 
signs are that the white-only bathroom is here to stay. 

SPOTLIGHTS 

The halogen downlight was still aspirational in the 1990s. They 
were everywhere in shops and restaurants but they had only just 
begun to infiltrate the home. Homebuilders were still mostly 
fitting surface-mounted spotlights and tracklighting, which 
gathered two or three spotlights on to a ceiling-mounted track 
which could, in theory, be adjusted. Uplights were still popular, 
as was various forms of fancy pendant lighting such as chan- 
deliers. In truth, chandeliers are still popular, though the lamps 



MARK STEPHENSON, POTTON 
"Since the 1990s self-build has be- 
come more complex — the amount 
of support required by self-builders 
is greater due to the complexities in 
planning, regulation and performance 
standards generally. Energy efficiency 
has put timber frame at the forefront 
of self-build — back in 1990 it was re- 
aly just seen as an alternative system." 

• Read more ‘My 25s' at 
homebuilding.co.uk/25 



The coloured 
suite - avocado 
or peach, prefer- 
ably - has died out 
since 1990. Other 
things we saw off 
include cork tiles 
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themselves will now be LEDs — back then LEDs were only used 
for alarm clocks, timers and calculators. Whether a grid-like ar- 
rangement of downlights is actually an improvement on the 
old methods is something that is open to doubt. Making lots of 
holes in ceilings does nothing for energy efficiency, for sound 
proofing or for fire ratings. 

PINE MATCH BOARDING 

Pine-clad ceilings and internal walls were a feature of the '80s 
house. It was thought quite normal to cover the sloping ceiling 
of a loft conversion with varnished matchboarding and every 
other bath had a hand-fitted pine surround. In stark contrast, 
external timber boarding was rarely seen anywhere except in 
certain quiet corners of the Weald and on barn conversions. 

On that note, the barn conversion was really beginning to take 
off in 1990 and its popularity has spread to other house styles, 
becoming a marker for sustainable homes. Nowadays, exter- 
nal timber cladding, usually cedar or larch, is commonplace on 
housing estates up and down the land. 

There are now firm signs that timber is returning to fashion 
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BEVERLEY PEMBERTON 
DESIGN & MATERIALS 
"Back in 1990 most self-builders would 
select an existing design from the library 
of one of the many self-build companies. 
Planning policies have become increas- 
ingly strict and changed so much that all 
my clients are now looking for a bespoke 
design. Open plan is virtually de rigueur 
these days and, for example, a separate 
dining room I would usually only include 
in larger dwellings where space is not at 
a premium." 


once again on the inside of homes, as detailed in recent issues 
of Homebuilding & Renovating, though it tends to be much 
more refined and expensive than the pine matchboarding of the 
1980s, which now looks comparatively cheap and dated. But 
the contrast in the fortunes for internal and external timber fin- 
ishes shows just how fickle home trends can be. 

GLASS BRICKS 

"Glass blocks should never be used again... unless you're 
French," says the Texan architect Bob Borson, who has devoted 
an entire blog to the subject, along with fine/terrible examples, 
on his lifeofanarchitect.com website. The 1990s were the ab- 
solute zenith of the glass brick craze; they found their way into 
homes across the UK as ways of magically allowing in light while 
maintaining privacy. They are still sold today and still occasion- 
ally find their way into modern homes, but tend to have a retro 
(and not in a good way) feel about them. 


Glass bricks 
(above) are still 
used today but 
are far from the 
modern home 
essential they were 
in the late 1990s. 
Less pleasingly, 
improved Building 
Regulations have 
meant that single- 
glazed windows, 
still a viable option 
in the 1990s, are 
very rare on new 
builds nowadays 
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EMPTY CAVITIES AND SINGLE GLAZING 

In 1990, wall U values were set at 0.6W/m^, an untaxing demand 
which didn't require any insulation at all in the cavity, provided 
aircrete blockwork was used as an inner skin. Back then, anyone 
putting 50mm of Rockwool batts in the cavity was regarded as 
an eco warrior. Double glazing was still optional, though widely 
used. The 1990s was also the heyday of PVCu replacement win- 
dows to existing homes, though PVCu was only beginning to 
make inroads into the new housebuilding scene. PVCu was a 
trend that peaked at the turn of the Millennium; they're now be- 
ing replaced with aluminium-clad timber windows. 

CORK TILES 

Another stand-by of the Habitat generation was the cork floor. 
They were everywhere in the 1970s and '80s and they were 
much loved. The finish was warm and comfortable to walk on, 
it was waterproof and the tiles were relatively cheap and easy to 
lay. What's more, cork as a material ticks most of today's sus- 
tainability boxes in ways that weren't even considered back in 
the '80s. Cork simply went out of fashion - B&Q don't even 
stock cork tiles anymore - to be replaced by hardwood flooring 
in its various formats. Knowing the trouble that many people 
have with looking after their hardwood floors, I wonder whether 
this has been an entirely successful switch. 
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25 ^ars of 

Innovation 

It feels like a lot of things we now 
take for granted have been born 
since 1990, but how many of them 
were around before then? 


1 


STRUCTURAL INSULATED PANELS (SIPS) 

Not known in the UK in 1990, they migrated here 
from North America around the Millennium. 


2 ATTIC TRUSSES 

Now widely used to free up loft space, but were 
little known about in 1990. 

3 BUILT-IN VACUUM CLEANERS 

They were arguably more common in the 1990s 
than they are today. 

4 CONDENSING BOILERS 

The technology was developed and they were available 
but hard to find. In 1992 the Energy Savings Trust offered 
a £200 grant to install but it took a change in the Building 
Regulations in 2005 to make them near universal. 

5 ENGINEERED JOISTS 

In their infancy back then, they came into 
their own at the end of the '90s. 

6 GREEN OAK FRAMING 

This method was around but still in its infancy: 

Border Oak started trading in 1980. 

7 PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) PANELS 

The first PV system was not installed 
in the UK until 1994. 


8 

9 

10 


PASSIVHAUS STANDARD 

It was developed in the '90s but didn't become 
widely known in the UK until recently. 


BOILING WATER TAPS 

The first Quooker tap went 
on sale in 1992. 


HEATED TOWEL RAILS 

Seen as aspirational and expensive, 
but not new in 1990. 
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^ MAINS PRESSURE HOT WATER SYSTEMS 
I I AND THERMAL STORES 

_l l_ Both were around but little known about. Unvented 

cylinders weren't even permitted in the UK till 1985, despite be- 
ing widely available elsewhere. 

^ RAINWATER HARVESTING 
I 7 AND GREY WATER RECYCLING 

Interest in these technologies is new. They first 
started to appear at the end of the 1990s. 

/j Q UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

I In both its warm water and electric form underfloor 
heating was on the market, but not much known 
about. Self-builders were one of the key markets back then, 
taking it up enthusiastically. Nu-Heat, one of the original self- 
build suppliers, started life in 1992. 


M INSULATED CONCRETE FORMWORK (ICF) 

Building systems first appeared in the 1970s but their 
uptake in this country has been slow. In 1990, Beco 
Wallform was already dealing with self-builders. 

^ ^ PRECAST CONCRETE FLOORS 

I They first appeared in the 1970s and were well- 

known by 1990. Their use has continued to grow in 
the 25 years since. 


16 


EFFICIENT GLAZING 

Low-E glass was available but little used. Triple glazing 
didn't appear commercially until 2010. 


^ CO RIAN AND GRANITE WORKTOPS 

I J Back in 1990, most worktops were melamine, formica 
_l_ 0 or occasionally timber. The trend for stone and artifi- 
cial stone was still years away. 


18 


SOLAR THERMAL (HOT WATER) PANELS 

They have been widely available 
since the 1970s. 


yi ^ NATURAL BUILDING MATERIALS (HEMP, 

I ^ LIME, STRAW, WOOD WOOL) 

While the products themselves are age-old, the 
interest in using them in the home is pretty recent — not really 
known about at all in 1990. 


20 


CODE FOR SUSTAINABLE HOMES 

This building standard first appeared in 2007, 
only to be retired this year. 


HERITAGE PAINTS 

F I Although Farrow b Ball traces its history back to 
_l_ the 1940s, the Heritage paint range it has become 
famous for didn't appear until 1992. 


22 


MECHANICAL VENTILATION 
WITH HEAT RECOVERY (MVHR) 

J Widely available in 1990 and now very popular. 


GROUND-SOURCE AND 
/ AIR-SOURCE HEAT PUMPS 

The technology was around, but mass take-up didn't 
happen until the mid 2000s. 


24 


BIOMASS BOILERS 

Hardly heard of in the 1990s, now, thanks to Gov- 
ernment incentives, they are increasingly common. 


^ SECTION 106 AGREEMENTS 

F Where developers are charged a community levy in 
exchange for the right to build, these were intro- 
duced as part of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. It 
would, however, be many years before they started to be ap- 
plied to the planning permissions of self-builds. 
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Where 

WhAre 

The self-build industry has come a 
long way in 25 years, but are we still 
far behind where we should be when it 
comes to building homes? 

The first episode of Grand Designs was aired in April 1999 and 
in the 16 years since it has helped to publicise the concept of 
self-building to millions of people. At its peak, the show was 
reaching four to five million viewers and remains a staggering 
success. One would think that it has influenced a new nation 
of self-builders but, as the two charts to the right of this page 
show, the impact has been anything but. 

Today there are calls to build more new homes. However, 
back in 1990, as a nation we built 200,000 new homes — in 
2014 we managed just 140,000. The percentage of the pop- 
ulation owning their own homes has fallen from 69% in 1990 
to 62% today, a trend that is accelerating, thanks largely to the 
phenomenon of buy-to-let which barely existed in 1990 — buy- 
to-let mortgages weren't available until 1996. 

While self-build now enjoys a political backing it could not 
have dreamed of back then, the actual number of self-builds 
today is actually less than it was 25 years ago, although the 
amount spent on each one has increased substantially. Whether 
self-build is easier now than then is a moot point. 

The amount earned by a bricklayer in the Midlands had peaked 
at around £200/1,000 bricks in 1988 but had fallen by 25% to 
less than £150/1,000 in 1990. Today in the south of England the 
rate has topped £400/1,000, which gives a clear indication of 
how building costs generally have increased. 

Not all prices have gone up though. Plasterboard is a good 
example. You could buy a large sheet of plasterboard for less 
than £4 in 1990, identical to the 2015 price. However, the board 
itself is not the same. What was once sold as ordinary plaster- 
board is now sold at three times the price as soundproofing 
plasterboard. The clue is in the weight change. Back in 1990, 
most plasterboards weighed around 30kg per sheet: now a 
standard sheet weighs less than 10kg. The manufacturers have 
worked out how to fill the void with air so that the filling resem- 
bles a bar of Aero rather than a brick of Toblerone. This may be 
good news for plasterers who don't have to lift such weights, 
and good news for homebuilders who enjoy 1980s-style prices, 
but it's not good news if you want the plasterboard to deaden 
the transfer of sound. 

A rather obtuse way to end our potted history, but somehow 
strangely fitting all the same. Self-building is, after all, nothing if 
not a numbers game. (!) 


Over 15 years. Grand Designs has featured self-builders 
tackling all sorts of projects — and has engendered a grow- 


ing appreciation for modern design. This project. Cross- 
way by Hawkes Architecture, is one of its most famous 
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JON GREENE, BORDER OAK 
"25 years ago self-build was still a very 
small industry. When I started Border 
Oak 35 years ago there was a gap in 
the housing market for truly individual 
homes. It was quite a risk to try and 
create the product and the demand, 
and magazines such as HB&R helped 
enormously. I look back on many of the 
early Border Oak houses with a huge 
sense of pride — they have weathered 
into their settings beautifully and the 
designs have stood the test of time. 
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I rainwater system 


It’s Rainbow Season at Lindabl'i 




Upgrade your Rainline™ to our 
extra durable colours and only 
pay for standard galvanised 


Available in 1 0 standard 
colours - including new 
Coffee Brown 


• Covered by a 1 5 year 
extended warranty 


• High-build polyester 
paint finish ensures 
colours won’t fade 

Suitable for contemporary 
or traditional buildings 

70 years life expectanoy 



For more information: 

T: 0121 585 2780 E: rainline@lindab.co.uk 
www.lindab.co.uk/rainline 



Lindab 

www.lindab.co.uk 




NB: • Not applicable to Black, Aluzinc, Natural Copper or Stainless Steel finishes • Please check availability, extended lead times may apply 
• Promotion available on orders received by Lindab 1st September 2015 to 23rd December 2015 • Terms and Conditions apply 






Slimline, with an even light spread - a bespoke LiteTile 
splashback gives you the opportunity of combining 
excellent task lighting with a unique decorative feature. 

For more information please visitwvwv.litetjle.ca.uk. 
Call 01SS5 833696 or email us at info®liteUle.co.uk 



Discover the Beauty in Timber. 

Specialists in beautiful timber windows, 
doors, conservatories and atriums. 

We are proud to Design and Manufacture in the UK. 

CAREY j&FOX 

Part of Totali Timber Solutions Ltd. 


feel the benefit 

of Warm Water Underfloor Heating 
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FREE QUOTE 
01905 616 928 


t: 0333 323 9600 w: www.careyandfox.co.uk e: info@careyandfox.co.uk 


Unc^rfloor Haling Ltd. Unit 1, 79 Fnar Str-a^l. WRi 2NT 
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BAUFRITZ 


Ocr dfeohnuvPlonier sell Isse' 






LUXURY FOR LIFE 


Baufritz is passionate about creating a tuKurious itving environment 
that's designed just for you. Ali our homes use an abundance of high 
quaiity, natural materials that are completely free of toxins, creating a 
harmonious atmosphere that looks beautiful, protects the environment 
and makes you feet good. . 


The T^iOfteer 
eC'O-iu 


www,baufrit2-hr.coMk 

F\nd out more about Baufritz and contact our UK office 
enquirles@baufritZ'hfxoMk \ 01223 235632 







25 FAVOURITE HOMES 


tIB&R’s Best Homes 

in25%ars 

The past 25 years have seen thousands of awe-inspiring self-build, extension 
and renovation projects. Here, the team behind Homebuilding & Renovating 

magazine reveal their favourites 



The Moated Manor 

Michael Holmes, Content Director 

My favourite home from my 24 years working on HB&R 
has to be Braylsham Castle in Sussex, as much for the 
remarkable story behind its creation as for the house itself. 
I was working at the National Homebuilding & Reno- 
vating Show back in the early 1990s when an already 
sexagenarian John Mew approached me with a postcard 
depicting a watercolour of a fairytale Medieval castle, set 
on a moated island complete with drawbridge, which he 
then proclaimed he was going to build. I am ashamed 
to admit that I dismissed him as a fantasist - we get our 
share - and told him to come back and see me when it was 
built, fully expecting never to see or hear from him again. 

When several years later John reappeared on the stand 
clutching a photograph of the completed masterpiece, 
identical to the postcard in almost every detail, I was 
awestruck at what he had created. 

I was lucky enough to visit John and Jos self-build in 
person when they entered the Daily Telegraph HB&R 
Awards in 2001. Their home, designed with the help of 
architect Stephen Langer and built on a largely DIY basis 
with help of friends and family, won the Best Traditional 
Home category. 

The project is a triumphant manifestation of the spirit 
of self-build — an Englishman creating his own castle, 
after a prolonged battle with the planners. That water- 
colour impression, it turned out, had been commissioned 
by John and issued to each member of the local planning 
committee to try and persuade them to support his dream. 
They were so impressed by it, and by Johns passion to 
build it, that they voted to approve his home despite the 
officers’ recommendation for refusal. 

rd like to think that the integral rear double garage at 
the back of the castle was Johns little private joke: the 
only nod to the modern world in an otherwise convincing 
recreation of a medieval fortified manor house. 
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The Highland Home 

Daisy Jeffery y Features Editor 


I first came across Alan and Lindas house 
when I was tasked with laying out the 
case study. The first thing I remember 
thinking was wow!’ In this line of work 
you see so many houses come in, all of 
which are beautiful and individual — 
suited to their owners to within the fin- 
est of details. Never though has a house 
left me so stunned as this contempo- 
rary gem created by visionary architect 
Alastair Macintrye of Scotland-based 
practice Mclnnes Gardner. So inspir- 
ing is this masterpiece it even made it 
into the World's Most Amazing Homes 
supplement which ran with our Septem- 
ber 2015 issue. 

As far as Lm concerned, what Alastair 
has created is the epitome of contempo- 
rary design done well — and to think 
this home started life as a pretty boring 
red-brick bungalow (albeit on a spec- 
tacular loch-facing plot). It s no wonder 
Alan and Linda are now proud of their 
home. The white render lends to that 
modern style that we are so familiar with, 
but the slate-effect cladding adds tex- 
ture and gives, what would have been 
a plain exterior, warmth and definition. 
The jewel in the crown though is the 
gravity-defying glazed viewing pod that 
cantilevers out over the rear elevation, 
allowing for views out towards the loch 
and mountains beyond. It really is a home 
that captures the imagination and leaves 
you truly breathless, if not slightly (or 
very) jealous of Alan and Linda who have 
the nleasiire of beinp- able to call this 


Country Living 

Natasha Brinsmeady Associate Editor 

So often we see projects which have been 
unsympathetically renovated, however this 
has to be one of my favourites — a shining 
example of how to do a renovation well. 

The owners were adamant from the start 
that they would not use anything in the 
main construction of the property that 
wouldn’t have been available to the original 
builders in the 16th century, learning skills 
required along the way where necessary. 

The main house has been renovated, 
while a two storey extension - virtually 
indistinguishable from the original part of 
the building - was added. With its picture- 
perfect setting, light-filled interiors and 
abundance of weathered materials, this 
is a home that in every way displays the 
skills, determination and commitment of its 
owners. The finished house radiates a sense 
of peacefulness and calm, fits perfectly into 
its surroundings, and brings a little bit of 
history back to life. 
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The Contemporary Barn 

Simon Maxwell, photographer 















I was on the M4 at stupid o’clock and 
the rain came down. I was due to shoot 
one of the shortlisted Daily Telegraph 
Homebuilding &c Renovating Awards 
homes 120 miles away in two and half 
hours’ time and it wasn’t looking good. 
Given that I had eight homes to shoot 
in just over three weeks this wasn’t 
the best thing for the blood pressure. 

I needn’t have worried — the clouds 
above Martin Hall and Kelly Bed- 
narczyk’s architectural gem, The Nook, 
politely parted to enable me to get the 
exterior shots I was after and then 
the rain returned while I was shoot- 
ing the interiors. By the time Martin 
and Kelly’s children had come back 
from school I was treated to some 
great afternoon light for the family 
portrait we normally like to produce, 
and it seemed a crime not to stay on 
to capture a twilight exterior as well. 

Working my way around the build- 
ing in the morning with Martin was 
a fascinating process. I always like to 
talk to the owners if possible before 
the shoot (a process we often record 
on video) as the elements they like to 
focus on or explain can often dictate 
how I approach things. Every shoot 
I undertake for HB&R is different, 
which is partly why I love what I do. 
But The Nook really did create a last- 
ing impression on me. 

For me, Martin and Kelly have 
achieved a rare fusion, a striking and 
architecturally valid project which 
also impresses as a warm and invit- 
ing home: two characteristics which 
do not always appear in the same 
description! The barn-like structure 
makes use of strong, almost ruggedly 
traditional materials, while the use of 
modern construction techniques has 
enabled huge windows to be installed, 
so that whatever the weather you feel 
intimately connected at all times with 
the very special nook’ in the Welsh 
countryside in which the house is 
located. Bright, open living spaces 
which are distinct but nonetheless 
connected, feel expansive and gener- 
ously proportioned while at the same 
time homely and cheeringly colourful. 

Award-winning design and real life 
under the same roof? Yes, it can be 
done! When I shoot for the Awards 
I feel that I should maintain a certain 
impartiality (although I of course don’t 
get to vote), but back on the M4 that 
night I really did think: “Well if I win 
the lottery, I wonder whether Martin 
and Kelly might be open to offers!” 
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Life on the Farm 

Claire Lloyds Deputy Editor 



From a home built almost entirely by its 
owner for £95y000y to a squat-looking 
Georgian brick build transformed into an 
oak frame Tudor-style manor, the projects 
IVe had the pleasure of viewing have been 
testament to the ‘broad church’ embraced 
by Homebuilding ^ Renovating, 

Sarah and Richard Hayes’ home was no 
exception. The couple had unified a derelict 
farmhouse and an adjacent barn to create a 
home representing the best of old and new 
— heavily beamed rooms in the old house, 
combined with high vaulted spaces contain- 
ing acres of glazing in the contemporary 
extension that stands on the footprint of 
the rundown barn. 


I visited on a rather grey, windy day. 
Despite the dull weather I wasn’t prepared 
for the valley views that opened up before 
me when descending into the heart of the 
property. Nor for how peaceful the interiors 
would be while the wind howled outside — I 
could easily picture curling up with a book 
and watching the changing skies through 
the full-height glazing. 

From the ancient timber trusses that once 
held up the roof of the old barn, reinstated 
against smooth plaster in the new extension, 
to the circulation space specifically designed 
to house the couple’s ‘75m-long collection of 
books’, this home is filled to the brim with 
unique touches. ^ 



.juj it.lrji 


!l .n 



Homebuilding.co.uk | 47 



Victorian Renovation 

Daisy Jeffery^ Features Editor 

Driving down quiet, tree-lined streets on 
a sunny day in June it felt like I was out in 
the countryside, not a stone s throw from 
Leicester city centre. Yet this fortunate spot 
is where Nils and Lisa Feldmann found 
their grand Victorian home. Interviewing 
homeowners is an essential part of the job 
at Homebuilding Renovating^ it not only 
provides opportunity to see projects first- 
hand, but to get to hear words of wisdom 
from those who have undertaken the great 
task of building or renovating their homes, 
and to pick up some great design tips along 
the way, too. 

What Nils and Lisa have achieved 
here is what so many strive to do but so 
often fail at — marrying a period building 
with a modern extension and contempo- 
rary features. Fortunately, Nils is a RIBA 
Award-winning architect and his vision 
for the home has resulted in a consistent 
and extraordinary level of detail to restore 
the home s period features while adding not 
one, but two modern flat roof extensions 
to the Victorian property. 


I love that the home is so unassuming. 
From the front elevation you are met with 
a beautiful period property, yet the ultra- 
modern entrance door hints to what lies 
beyond. From the entrance door you are 
immediately met with through-views out to 
the rear garden thanks to the interior being 
completely reconfigured. The Feldmanns 
have purposefully created a defined line 
between the old and new elements however, 
with changes in level, the use and non-use 
of skirting boards — even the original front 
door and stained glass has been carefully 
restored, along with the grand sweeping 
staircase which had been left hidden for 
decades when the former owners divided 
the house up into flats. 

To painstakingly restore a property of 
this size with such enthusiasm is truly com- 
mendable, and to add two striking exten- 
sions which contrast with the existing yet 
work so well really does make this project 
such a success — so much so that the home 
won an award from the Federation of Master 
Builders this year. 




An Organic Self-build 

Jason Ormey Editor 

Darren Bray, one of the architects at PAD 
Studio, the team behind this scheme, talks 
a lot about contextualism — the idea that 
an individual house should only really be 
perfect for its unique setting, and no other. 

pad’s New Forest house, which we fea- 
tured a few years ago, is the epitome of that 
philosophy. It took modern shapes, materi- 
als and spaces but planted them in a firmly 
natural setting, showing how contemporary 
design can really be the perfect solution even 
for the most sensitive of locations. It was 
full of little glimpses of the owners’ lifestyle 
there — opening up that bedroom window 
and diving into the natural swimming pond, 
and enjoying fantastic views across the New 
Forest from the glorious open living space. 
Best of all it was of a scale that made it feel 
achievable, not showy — a sensitive, grown- 
up approach to 21st-century design. 

PAD Studio have gone on to be one of my 
favourite practices and I trust Darren’s judge- 
ment on design. How lucky the owners were. 
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Ruin Revived 

Claire Lloydy Deputy Editor 


Reviewing our favourite homes from 
the last 25 years of Homebuilding & 
Renovating was rather revelatory. For 
me, a trend quickly emerged — and 
that was a preference for homes that 
successfully combine old and new. 





Perhaps it s because my current reno- 
vation project is a 200-year-old cottage 
which has been extended over the years. 
The ‘old' enjoys those quintessential 
cottage features — an inglenook fire- 
place, thick-set stone walls and exposed 
ceiling joists (albeit, the former has 
been smothered in cement mortar, and 
latter caked in black paint a la country 
pub). Meanwhile, the cluster of later 
additions are begging to be opened up 
to create modern, light-filled spaces. 

Alex and Seonaid Maclean-Bristofs 
project takes the notion of old meets 
new to another level. The starting 
point was a Georgian ruin; the house 
was originally built by the Maclean of 
Coll clan to accommodate guests. The 
Maclean-Bristofs new home, designed 
by WT Architecture, partially inhabits 
the old ruin, and features a new con- 
temporarywing; the two are connected 
by a glazed link. The wing sits subser- 
vient to its predecessor, but draws on 
a similar palette of natural materials 
(namely stone reused from the site) 
and reworks them for the 21st century. 
Inside this highly sustainable home, 
glazing has been painstaking placed so 
as to capture the rugged vista. And the 
views. . . well, they need no explaining. ^ 
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The Modern Cottage 

Jason Ormey Editor 

Talk about modern character! What was so 
exciting about this house back in the early 
2000s was the juxtaposition of charming old 
cottage and remarkable modern interior — 
something rarely seen back then, when so 
many renovators were aiming to recreate 
period charm. 

What made it extra special was that this 
was a million miles away from contemporary 
design by rote — it was daring, exciting and, 
crucially, full of character and warmth. All of 
the people who hated contemporary design 
at the time loved this home, and rightly so. 
It has everything — and who can fail to 
enjoy the glazed internal courtyard (left). 

A decade on it still stands up as one of 
the finest houses we have covered. 


Beach House Masterpiece 

Alistair Nichollsy photographer 


My favourite house is a renovation of a 1960s 
beach house in Shoreham by Sea. The original 
house had a floating butterfly roof that the 
owners retained. However, everything else was 
new — from the fafade to new upside-down 
layout (with a first floor living room framing 
the wonderful sea view), to the clever spatial 
arrangement. Tm often inspired by interiors 
but this was really special — not only was the 
architecture striking but the furnishings, joinery 
and materials all worked beautifully together. 

I was also lucky enough to get to know the 
owners and visit the house on a number of 
occasions. The light in the winter was sublime 
and I even photographed it with snow on the 
beach, which was a wonderful contrast to the 
blue skies and wild flowers in the summer. As 
the house had lots of interesting wood and 
beautiful furniture, every shot had warmth and 
lacked the sterility that new renovations can 
have. For this reason, it was an easy house to 
shoot. I could definitely have lived there! 
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The Seaside Retreat 

Nigel Rigderiy photographer 


Picking a favourite house was harder than I 
thought it would be and I probably ended up 
taking it far too seriously, but at the end of the 
day the name Stan Bolt kept popping to the 
surface. I have been photographing architect 
Stans projects for years and I always look for- 
ward to it because each time there is going to 
be something new and exciting, and a great 
location — plus the fact that Stan is both fun 
and demanding to work for. 

For an all-round package it has to be Battery 
Hill. This house has so much going for it — 
crisp clean lines, big light spaces, glass floors, 
a real sense of the outside and inside merging 
into one, plus that feeling of modernism that I 
associate with the British seaside. 

I shot the house over two days. The first day 
the weather closed in and so only some interiors 
shots got done. The next day there was hardly a 
cloud in the sky, and because a couple of dusk 
shots were needed Stan and I were there for 
14 hours non-stop. It was a long, hot day but 
there was a lot to cover and it all got done; the 
shots of Stans son diving into the pool took a 
few goes, but he didn’t seem to mind. Stan is 
always keen to show how the house sits in the 
landscape too, so we drove round the bay to 
take some photographs looking across the water. 

For me, this house represents how I would 
like to live if I were a much tidier person than 
I actually am and it has my favourite feature: 
the infinity swimming pool — you wouldn’t get 
me out of that in a hurry. (!) 
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LOOKING FORWARD 


Back to the Future: 

The Home of 2040 

So far we've stepped back in time to examine the evolving world of self-build since 
the '90s — but what does the future hold? Fear not, here are our predictions for 
how our homes will look, perform and function in the next 25 years 



CLAIRE LLOYD 

Claire is Deputy Editor of Homebuild- 
ing St Renovating, and in the midst 
of a renovation project. She's dusted 
off her crystal ball for this feature 


T his month Homebuilding & Renovating shares 
its big birthday with another iconic (albeit, bet- 
ter known) title — Back to the Future turns 30 
in October. In the second film of the '80s trilogy 
we're presented with a vision of the future — fast 
forward to 2015, where flying cars and hoverboards 
are protagonist Marty McFly's transportation of choice. 

Rewatching this (now) classic in 2015 - this time via an on- 
demand, online steaming service, rather than VMS - there are 
some 'predictions' that invite a smirk (the fashions for one) and 
yet others are surprisingly accurate. While front doors with fin- 
gerprint scanning and voice-activated lighting - or biometrics, 
as this area of smart technology is more formally known - are 
not mainstream, they are very much a reality in 2015. Elsewhere, 
other staples which dominate the world we now inhabit - the 
internet for instance - are strikingly absent. 

In essence, when predicting how our homes may look, feel 
and perform in the years leading up to 2040, there will no doubt 
be innovations which fall by the wayside, perhaps remaining at 
concept stage and moving no further. There are others which 
are beyond our comprehension (in the same way that few could 
predict the influence the internet would have in the 'noughties' 
and beyond, back when Robert Zemeckis filmed Back to the 
Future //). Yet, there are some ideas that will come to shape how 
our homes are designed, built and function, and how we live — 
the seeds for which are being sown now. 

Over the following pages we canvas predictions from experts 
throughout the homebuilding industry and discover what the 
future may hold for our homes. What is certain is that it's a sub- 
ject that divides opinion — will we be living in a high-tech world 
surrounded by smart technology, or one where we hanker after 
a simpler, more sustainable life? 


1 THE INTERNET OF THINGS 

And so our glimpse into the future begins with smart home 
technology. "While it's hard to predict the future, with the 
exception of virtual reality systems [author's note: yes, you read 
it right — we'll come back to this topic later], most homes al- 
ready have the technology, it is Just not connected yet," starts 
Kris Hogg, CEDIA Chairman and Director of Konnectiv. "We are 
about to see a revolution in connected devices in the home," 
agrees Peter Aylett, Technical Director at Archimedia Middle 
East and Member of CEDIA's International Technology Council. 
"Technology will be all around us," adds Simon Tickle, MD of 
CEDIA Trade Supplier member, AWE. "Some will be visible, but 
much will be integrated within the items around us; the TV, the 
heating, the telephones, all of our items of home technology 
will be in some way communicating with each other, the so- 
called Internet of Things (loT)." 

In basic terms, the Internet of Things (loT) enables objects to 
send and receive data (communicate) via the internet; to become 
'smart'. "The loT allows devices, big or small, to autonomously 
communicate. This will give rise to more sensors in the home 
allowing us to better regulate the environment and monitor every- 
thing from building security, the freshness of food, and our health," 
explains Peter Aylett. "If used intelligently, this technology could 
significantly enhance our lives without us even knowing. Depend- 
ing on the occupant's preferences, habits and whereabouts, the 
clever systems will intuitively adjust the settings depending on 
the level of heating, security, entertainment or lighting required," 
explains Stuart Tickle. 

There are a growing number of smart devices which have 
made their way into our self-builds in recent years. You only have 
to look at smart thermostats such as Nest — this product even 
learns the homeowners' desired temperatures for certain days 
and times over the week. The number of smart home devices 
is set to grow dramatically in the not-so-distant future. But the 
good news is that our existing 'dumb' appliances (those which 
simply do the job intended, but are unable to 'talk') may not be 
destined for the recycling centre. This year's I FA, Europe's biggest 
trade show for all things tech, saw the launch of LG's SmartThinQ 
Sensor — the sensor can be attached to existing appliances to 
make them 'smart aware'. 


Homebuilding.co.uk | 57 



k r.> , 


Because the 
world is beautiful. 


Create inside-outside living without the 
compromises with the world’s first Integrated 
Doors. Beautifully designed doors, screens, 
shades and hardware integrated as one. 

For more visit centor.com 



cenror 


reddot award 2015 


25 LOOKING FORWARD 


2 THE CONNECTED KITCHEN 

"Be prepared for the 'connected kitchen'," says Kris Hogg. 
"Major appliance manufacturers such as Samsung and LG 
have invested very heavily in smart devices including washing 
machines, fridges and ovens. Fridges are going to be able to cat- 
alogue our food, and we'll be able to connect to it whilst shop- 
ping to check if we are out of anything. While this sounds like a 
fantastic piece of futuristic technology, it will not come with- 
out its teething problems that must be considered in the long 
research and development process. For example, these fridges 
would need a dedicated regimen from the homeowner, and 
how will it know if there is only enough milk for one cup of tea? 

"While many smart systems have and are being developed to 
make life easier, make constant energy savings and make the home 
more secure, it is important to establish which technologies will 
enhance your life and which are simply a novelty. When loading 
the washing machine, walking away and turning it on from an app 
on your mobile phone (rather than pressing the button whilst it 
was in front of you), remember this: Has it made your life easier?" 

Our smart home experts are smart in their assumptions — it's 
the technology which will truly enhance our lives (rather than 
'gadgets') that will likely push on through. But who's to say that 
the conventional washing machine will have a place in the 2040 
home anyway? Step in another innovation by LG, the LG Styler 
wardrobe with Clothes Care System: it's a wardrobe which uses 
steam technology (no need for washing powder here) to clean 
clothes, ridding them of odours and 99.9 per cent of germs too. 

3 CONTROLLING OUR TECHNOLOGY 

There could also be a move away from smart phones 
and tablets to 'wearables'. "The rise in wearable technol- 
ogy has been particularly noticeable within our 
industry and looks set to continue to grow over 
the coming years," predicts Petra van Meeuwen 
of Crestron. "The Crestron app, for instance, is 



RICHARD HAWKES 
Architect Richard is founder 
of Hawkes Architecture, and 
the man behind one the UK's 
first Passivhaus self-builds 


S WILL WE INSTEAD OPT FOR A LOW-TECH LIFE? 

"The world is a fast-changing place and it is sometimes easy 
to forget quite how quickly our culture has dramatically and 
profoundly changed. Many of us will have heard stories from living 
relatives speaking of a time before central heating. Only the main 
sitting room would be heated and only for some of the day — and 
never before November! Central heating has not been with us for 
very long at all, yet in this day and age it would be inconceivable to 
build a house which did not come equipped with central heating, 
insulation and double glazing. 

"Add to this the impact that electricity has had and the insatiable 



designed specifically for Apple Watch™, and brings all your 
home technology together, allowing you to instantly access 
your digital world at the tap of a button on your wrist." 

Gould controls be replaced by biometrics in the future? The 
technology is not perhaps reliable enough at present, but it's 
likely that products such as fingerprint entry will make their 
way into more homes in the future. 

4 AUGMENTED AND VIRTUAL REALITY 

And what about the aforementioned virtual reality? "Both 
virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) will change 
the way we interact with our environment and the technol- 
ogy within it," says Peter Aylett. For those less acquainted with 
these two 'realities', AR blends VR enabling the user to interact 
with virtual content within the real world; VR on the other 
hand, as the name suggests, replaces the real world with an 
entirely virtual one. 

So what does this all mean in practice? Well, AR is already with 
us when it comes to homes. IKEA's 2014 catalogue, for instance, 
featured an AR app which enabled homeowners to see how items 
would look and fit within their interiors before buying. The Dulux 
Visualizer App meanwhile allows the user to play around with 
different colour schemes in a real room. The coming years will 
likely see designed-based AR apps become more commonplace, 
transforming the way we buy interior and building products. 

AR is having an impact on the architectural world too. The 
AR apps available now, and those in development, not only 
allow architects to show clients how their new homes will look 
in a much more in-depth way, but demonstrate how the wind 
moves around the property, what the house will look like at day 
and night, the sun's path, etc. in a much easier to digest format. 

No doubt the software will become increasingly 
more sophisticated, perhaps working alongside 
BIM (building information modelling) to further aid 
architects in the design process. 


desire for gadgets designed to make life easier and 
you see the way we use and live in our homes today 
is profoundly different from that of our grandparents. 

"So when asked what my predictions for the home 
of the future might be I am torn between two distinct 
trains of thought. If our appetite increases for gadgets 
to play with in the home environment, which provide ever-increasing 
levels of comfort, I would anticipate a future rife with clever eco 
toys such as voltage optimisation and lithium-ion battery storage to 
provide resilience to failings in the ailing National Grid infrastructure. 
I would also expect houses to continue improving the 'clothes' they 
wear — if pre-central heated houses wore T-shirts then the best eco 
homes of today are adorned with the latest high-tech ski jackets. 

"The other train of thought is perhaps less palatable but certainly 
more controversial. How about a future where we didn't use and 
consume as much? How about a future where we got used to hav- 
ing less and less and discovering an increasing level of happiness 
as a consequence? What if we wore jumpers indoors during winter 
again and only lit fires in rooms we gathered in to eat and share 
time as a family." 
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Forget the cinema room, we could all be lusting after a home 
VR room in the future too, according to Peter Aylett: "For home 
entertainment, our industry will be challenged to build VR rooms 
that can be shared by several users connected to the same expe- 
rience. These first VR rooms will be extremely difficult to design 
and install, but in 25 years' time this is a vision that will very much 
be a reality. The next 25 years will bring more practical imple- 
mentations of that 'special room' in the home where education, 
training, health consulting, business meetings and multi-player 
gaming can all take place." 

'SMART INTERIOR DESIGN 

Technology could also play a role in interior design. "It is 
no longer unrealistic to imagine an entire wall portraying 
sophisticated interior decor to then switch to a beautiful lifelike 
view, or into a big screen for a cinema experience at the touch 
of a button. These technologies are being developed and they 
will take the industry by storm," says Stuart Tickle. 

THE FABRIC-FIRST APPROACH 

The fabric of our homes and our energy consumption has 
been subject to ever-increasing scrutiny in recent years. 
Renewables were perhaps, at first, hailed as a panacea; a means 
of driving down grid consumption by generating one's own 
(mostly renewable) energy. However, investing in eco 'bling' (as 
it's sometimes unfavourably known) is only part of the equation; 
most self-builders are now prioritising the fabric of their new 
homes. Homebuilding 8 Renovating columnist and designer 
Charlie Luxton describes it as thus: "A fabric-first approach is 
a simple concept about making low-carbon, sustainable and 
affordable-to-heat houses by focusing primarily on reducing 
heat loss — best achieved through insulation, good windows, 
airtightness and optimised design to passively capture as much 
of the sun's heat as possible. 

"Given that space heating constitutes about 60 per cent of 
the energy consumed in the average home, getting this down 
means you're a long way to making a truly low-energy home. If 
you reduce demand, it's easier to meet it." 

But, with the likes of the Code for Sustainable Homes and the 
requirement for all new homes to be zero carbon by 2016 - argu- 
ably key drivers behind the fabric-first approach - scrapped by 
the Government, what does the future hold for that all-important 
set of documents which serve to enforce building standards up 
and down the country — the Building Regulations? 

"It's almost certain that Passivhaus levels of performance will 
become the new regulatory norm and there will no longer be a 
question as to whether our homes perform adequately or not," 
says architect Paul Testa. "This will not only mean that they are 
warmer and cheaper to heat, but that they're also naturally lit and 
well ventilated with excellent air quality." 

However, BRE's Gwyn Roberts warns subsuming such standards 
within nationalised Building Regulations will be a challenge. "A 
high-rise flat in an urban area is very different to a rural self- 
build," he says. "What we will however see in the coming years is 
improvements in the accuracy of recording the performance of 
homes built to standards like Passivhaus." 

Whatever lies in store when it comes to the Building Regulations, 


PAUL TESTA 

Architect Paul is founder of 
Sheffield-based Paul Testa 
Architecture and special- 
ises in sustainable design 

PREFABRICATED TIMBER HOMES 

"Fabrication technology is improving and the increasing 
skills gap is well documented. This will push a growth in 
methods of construction that allow prefabrication; building 
systems will become more prevalent. This will reduce stand- 
ardisation, allowing self-builders to have an input in the design 
of their home as the supply chain distance between buyer and 
manufacturer will shorten, along with the time taken to deliver 
the end product. Customisation, as with buying a new car, will 
become the norm. 

"As our natural resources continue to decline and consumer 
awareness of this issue grows, mass timber construction (cross 
laminated timber, Brettstapel, etc.) will also shift into the main- 
stream. Ideal for prefabrication, it will encourage increased 
forestry and the locking in of huge amounts of atmospheric 
carbon into the structure of our buildings. It will become a 
necessity that the construction of our homes actively reduces 
global carbon rather than adding to it. 

"The general trend of rising construction costs will continue, 
making it more important that each building element does 
more than one thing. We will see the mass timber structures 
also being exposed as internal surfaces, leading us away from 
fragile plastered interiors and towards warm, robust finishes. 

"We will transition through a period of smart homes before 
we realise that additional technology only complicates things 
and doesn't improve the way we live. Fabric-first approaches 
will dominate, delivering comfort and performance through 
passive systems that don't require a smart phone or a good 
WIFI signal to work. 

"In short, my 25-year prediction is for a growth in simple, 
customisable, prefabricated timber homes that deliver warm, 
robust spaces with exceptional comfort, low running costs and 
the elimination of the damp and cold defects that plague many 
of our new builds today." 


self-builders are reassuringly one step ahead of the crowd. "Most 
self-builders are already building houses which go above and 
beyond these standards; they spend considerable time designing 
and detailing their homes," says Gwyn Roberts. 

THE ENERGY-POSITIVE HOME 
AND STORING ELECTRICITY 

Could we perhaps be moving one step beyond? Could the 
fabric-first approach be combined with renewables (solar in the 
main) and energy storage to create homes which are 'energy 
positive', generating more energy than they consume? 

"The German Feed-in Tariff model is interesting — the third 
and final phrase will see a move towards grid parity," says BRE's 
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Gwyn Roberts. In basic terms, grid parity occurs when an al- 
ternative energy source produces electricity at a cost which is 
equal to or lower in price than that bought in from the grid. One 
of the last components in this equation is electricity storage — 
after all, photovolatics (PV) generate electricity when it's needed 
least, on warm, sunny days when you're out at work or in the 
garden. The good news is that the technology is already here, if 
in its infancy. Kris Hogg, CEDIA Chairman, explains: "Large com- 
panies are looking at 48V DC power distribution for the home, 
the most recent announcement of which was from Tesla who 
launched its Powerwall system. This is a big sleek battery that 
sits on the wall and uses a low voltage cabling system to deliver 
power into the home. These low voltage power systems will link 
to another home generation system, for example solar or wind, 
and will store the energy that is created, rather than feeding it 
back to the grid." 

Interesting, BRE's Gwyn Roberts sees the advent of electric 
cars as a key driver (no pun intended). "Sooner rather than later 
we are likely to see electricity storage within houses, with elec- 
tric cars charged at home; the two will be joined up," he says. 

There are a number of pioneering new builds which are forg- 
ing the way for the energy-positive home. Gwyn Roberts points 
to the work of architect Bill Dunster and practice ZEDfactory, 
who have developed ZERO Bills Homes. This affordable, solar- 
powered electric home concept, delivered by enabler ZERO 
Bills Homes Company, promises to banish energy bills and ac- 
tually earn the homeowner money. 

Another project of particular note is the SOLCER House, 
designed and built by SPECIFIC (a consortium headed up by 
Swansea University and industry partners). "At the heart of this 
project is the concept of 'Buildings as Power Stations' — fully 
integrated renewable energy supply, both thermal and electrical 
energy storage, and reduced energy demand, to create an energy- 
positive house," say the experts at SPECIFIC. "It shows that proven, 
readily available technology can be integrated and optimised to 
produce a home that's comfortable to live in, simple to use and 
earns money as well," adds CEO Kevin Bygate. 

After launching the house in summer 2015, the group are now 



COULD CNC FABRICATION PROVIDE 
A MODEL FOR LOW-COST HOUSING? 

T his project started life as a response to 

other commercial and open source projects 
experimenting with plywood and CNC fabri- 
cation techniques," says architect Niall Maxwell of 
Rural Office for Architecture. "Our ambition was to 
develop a prototype for a self-assembly plywood 
studio kit, made using CNC fabrication techniques, 
for use by home workers and those involved in 
creative practice. The building should be easily 
assembled by two people, affordable, thermally ef- 
ficient and comply with Permitted Development. 

"The system is designed from plywood sheets alone 
creating simple modular repetitive structural panels 
for walls, floors and roof. It requires no additional 
structural support above ground, and is designed 
with no structural redundancy; the plywood acting 
as structure, building envelope and internal finish. 
This is the key difference between our prototype 
system and that of others which use a more traditional 
structural hierarchy. 

"So think of it as the building equivalent of flat- 
pack furniture, but with the added benefits of future 
extension, alteration or relocation. The materials are 
chosen for their environmental credentials and the 
whole building has the ability to be recycled. 

"We are currently developing a further prototype 
and exploring ways in which the system can be used to 
develop low-cost housing," concludes Niall Maxwell. 
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working towards introducing a thermal store. The aim is that the 
thermal store (which is about the size of a large chest freezer) will 
store solar heat in the summer to use in the winter. 

"Our next move at a building level will be interconnected build- 
ings which can share energy. Imagine that you go on holiday for a 
week and leave your house to generate and sell the energy while 
you're away. That is not too difficult to do using the Internet of 
Things," Kevin Bygate says. 

Yet another example is Caplin Homes' Zero Carbon Solution. 
The house not only makes the most of passive solar gain (like 
the other aforementioned models), but utilises Caplin Homes' 
patented Earth Energy Bank — in basic terms, heat generated by 
PVT panels is stored within the ground when not needed, then 
drawn up to the house via a heat pump on colder days. 

Of note is the importance the sun's energy plays in these models 
— both through passive solar gain and solar technology. "Solar 
technology will get more and more efficient," confirms Gwyn 
Roberts. Could the coming years bring about the decentralisa- 
tion of the grid, with our future homes supporting our energy 
needs and more? 

OFF-SITE CONSTRUCTION 

Of course, key to building a home that is airtight and 
well insulated is accuracy and attention to detail at both 
the design stage and during the build; on-site construction can 
present a particular challenge here. "The skills gap in this area is 
a big issue," says Gwyn Roberts. Could increasing dependence 
on prefabrication - off-site, factory-controlled construction - be 
the solution for our self-builds in the coming years? 

Some modern prefab solutions have been with us for a good 
number of years; SIPs (structural insulated panels) for one. But 
more methods are likely to be developed, with other existing 
systems gaining popularity. Architect Paul Testa sees timber as 
key to the future of prefabrication (see p.61), but masonry is also 
moving with the times. "Wienerberger [the world's largest brick 
manufacturer] do have systems which are built off-site in Europe," 
explains Gwyn Roberts. 

There are challenges too in this market. "As soon as you build 
a factory you need a stable housing market; if the market dips 
you cannot sustain this type of construction," warns Roberts. 

DIGITAL PRINTING 

It goes without saying that the word 'printing' is syn- 
onymous with paper, and thus the concept of designing 
an item using CAD software or the like and then 'printing' it in a 
material such as wood or concrete, rather makes the mind bog- 
gle. But digital printing will play a big role in off-site construction. 

There are two areas of digital printing which are likely to be with 
us for the foreseeable future: CNC machining or milling, and 3D 
printing. The best way to differentiate between the two is perhaps 
by describing CNC fabrication as a process of subtracting — it 
cuts a material into desired components or shapes. 3D printing 
sees materials added to to create the desired outcome. 

One such example of the former is the prototype developed 
by architect Niall Maxwell of Rural Office for Architecture (see 
p. 63). Another is WikiHouse: an open source building system. 
"In tangible terms WikiHouse is a series of pre-drawn details, 


DARREN BRAY 
Architect Darren is Associate 
Director of PAD Studio and a 
visiting tutor to Portsmouth 
School of Architecture 

m 

RESPONDING TO CHALLENGES AHEAD 

"An ageing population in the UK is already begin- 
ning to have an impact on thoughts of what the fu- 
ture housing stock may look like. There are people out there 
now who have or are just about to retire creating briefs for the 
houses of the future. Those in their early 60s want houses that 
will respond to the environment and be their dream home for 
the next 25 to 30 years. And why not when you have ploughed 
your life savings into a project? 

"At PAD, we are working on one such house for a client that 
wants their home to be a stunning piece of architecture but 
also a learning centre for PhD students at the University of 
Portsmouth. Post-occupancy evaluation is going to be critical, 
with intelligent technology recording and responding to the 
owner's daily usage of the building. The house will feedback 
about how they can adjust their daily life to use less. 

"Meanwhile, our latest Paragraph 55 house is a model for 
those retiring, downsizing and making provision for potential 
carers (so that in later life occupants don't have to move out). 

"Running parallel with this will be houses that have to place 
bioclimatic design at the centre of the brief. As climate chal- 
lenge becomes ever-more influential throughout the world, 
every new house must be site specific, responding to its con- 
text and taking account of warmer, drier summers and colder, 
wetter winters. Parts of the world will become uninhabitable, 
parts will have weather patterns and temperatures that will ef- 
fect how buildings are conceived and where they are placed 
on a site. As occupants, we will have greater control over how 
our buildings perform. It will need to be a relationship between 
owner and structure; one that creates cooperation and harmo- 
ny, that confronts us as users with the realisation that we can- 
not continue to abuse the earth's resources. Your house will be 
linked to the internet, where it will give feedback to you as an 
owner, but maybe to the energy companies. Perhaps in the fu- 
ture homeowners will only get so much grid-fed energy a year! 

"As designers, passive solar design is critical as a means to 
creating buildings that harness the power of the sun. But it's 
also critical to design buildings that can respond to the rising 
risks of flooding and also challenges with dwelling resources, 
budgets and land. This is something that architects must put at 
the top of the agenda for the next 25 years and it is something 
we are already doing here at PAD. We are designing contextual 
houses that respond to a site's solar orientation, houses that 
float, use less energy, less floor space (saving a client's budget). 
The interesting and critical aspect of all of this is that this chal- 
lenge should be a wake-up call to architects, to take the reins 
of these creative design and real world issues. This is an oppor- 
tunity for all architects to take on the lead master craftsman- 
ship role again! 
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proven to work, that can be used by anyone to design their own 
home," explains Homebuilding Editor Jason Orme, who recently 
interviewed the powerhouse and cofounder behind WikiHouse, 
Alastair Parvin. "The 'building pieces' can then be manufactured 
by a CNC machine and built on site by the owner. Not only does it 
open up the world of architecture, but it makes the scary world of 
building houses about as possible as a fairly complicated IKEA kit." 

In the UK, materials ranging from glass, steel and concrete have 
all been experimented with. Not only will the items with which we 
furnish our homes by produced in this way, but even our houses 
could be 'printed'. In fact, in July this year Chinese construction 
company Zhuoda Group erected a house constructed of six 3D 
printed modules — in just three hours. 

THE IMPACT OF THE HOME 
ON HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

One concept that is steadily gaining traction and rec- 
ognition is the impact buildings have on our health and wellbeing 
— it's a topic which will be increasingly important in the not-so- 
distant future. According to Saint-Gobain, we spend 90 per cent 
of our time indoors or within a vehicle. An astounding figure. "In 
25 years' time we will be spending even more time at home as 
technology and connectivity makes home-working, for instance, 
the norm rather than the exception," adds Oliver Rehm, MD of 
package company Baufritz UK. 

"Our fascination with healthy eating is nothing new — entire 
industries are based around it," continues Rehm. "It is strange, 
then, that we are only Just beginning to consider the impact of 
our home environment upon our health in the same way." 

Health and wellbeing in the home is multifaceted; it does not 
simply concern thermal comfort, but the presence of natural light, 
air quality, sound quality, access to green spaces... the list goes 
on. Category 7 of the ill-fated Code for Sustainable Homes, for 
instance, looked at daylighting, sound insulation, access to private 
outdoor space, and lifetime homes. (On this note, the Lifetime 
Homes standard, developed in 1990s, will perhaps become main- 
stream in addressing the challenges of an ageing pollution — the 


BACA'S AMPHIBIOUS HOME - 
THE SOLUTION TO FLOODING? 

looding is a particular challenge for many 
existing homes in the UK, and it's widely 
speculated that the frequency and severity of 
flooding is set to increase in future years (thanks in 
part to climate change). There's perhaps two solu- 
tions facing housebuilders and self-builders over 
the next 25 years — avoid building on floodplains 
and designated flood-risk areas (difficult to do in 
the densely populated south-east), and/or respond 
with homes equipped for dealing with flood waters. 

One forward-thinking architectural practice is 
pioneering ahead in the latter — they've even writ- 
ten a number of books on the topic; their latest is 
the aptly named Aquatecture. The solution offered 
by London-based practice BACA is amphibious 
housing. Formosa, a one-off amphibious home 
designed for a site designated as Flood Zone 3b, is 
its flagship build at present. Finished in 2014, the 
self-build is designed to rise by 2.7m, protecting 
the house in the event of a 1 in 100 year flood. The 
flexible services are designed to rise by 3m too, 
preventing contamination from flood waters. 


challenge of which architect Darren Bray discusses on p.65.) 

While the Code may have been scrapped, conglomerates such 
as Saint-Gobain are promoting the building of healthy homes 
through their Multi Comfort Home standard. Meanwhile, one of the 
three 'pillars' of BRE's new Home Quality Mark is wellbeing, with 
good quality air, natural light and access to amenities at its core. 

Health in the home is a complex beast to unravel, however. In 
striving to make our homes more energy efficient and airtight, 
we often wrap them in layers of synthetic materials, many of 
which give off VOCs (volatile organic compounds) which can, in 
high doses, be of detriment to our health as well as aggravating 
allergies and respiratory conditions — the so-called Toxic Home 
Syndrome. Good-quality ventilation is key to combating this — 
so is minimising the use of materials with potential to off-gas. 

"Houses should protect their occupants from factors that may 
adversely affect health — such as insulation, glues or solvents that 
can cause breathing difficulties or aggravate allergies. And so, from 
solvent-free paint to 100 per cent natural wood shaving insulation, 
we ensure that every material has been carefully specified for its 
quality and minimal health risk. Our insulation is the first in the 
world to be awarded Cradle to Cradle status — a quality mark that 
demonstrates care for health as well as sustainability. I hope that 
in 25 years' time Cradle to Cradle will be as everyday as calorie 
counting, as more companies follow Baufritz's lead in developing 
healthy homes and building products," says Oliver Rehm. 

It's easy to assume that choosing natural materials over synthetic 
is simply the way to go. "Natural materials, once treated for fire 
resistance for instance, may be no better than manmade materials," 
warns Gwyn Roberts. Careful, considered specification is key. (D 
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‘‘People Are 
So Brave. It’s 
a Minefield! 


Ken Shuttleworth is one of 
Britain's best-known architects 
and a self-builder, too. He talks to 
Jason Orme about house design 
and building one-off homes 


T he man behind, among countless others, Wem- 
bley Stadium, The Gherkin' and Hong Kong Air- 
port, is refreshingly good company. Ken Shut- 
tleworth is thoughtful and pleasingly grounded 
considering his elevated status as one of the 
world's best architects. Even better for us, he's 
a self-builder, and while his firm, MAKE, tends to busy itself (it 
has over 100 staff) on commercial and larger-scale schemes 
these days, he retains a huge passion for one-off homes. 
Homebuilding & Renovating featured Ken's own home. Cres- 
cent House in Wiltshire, back in the late 1990s (he has since 
also built in London) and so, to mark our 25th anniversary, Ken 
spared us an hour to talk about building individual homes and 
to look back at Crescent House. 


X 

< 
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HOMEBUILDING & RENOVATING: We featured Crescent 
House back in 2001, a couple of years after it was built. 
How have things changed for you, and for those of us mad 
enough to build our own homes, since? What was it like 
building such a modern home back then? 

KEN SHUTTLEWORTH: I still live there. At the time there were 
very few one-off modern homes. Hardly anyone had done 
anything like it and I was lucky in that we had access to mainly 
commercial contractors and engineers, who now work for big 
firms like Laing O'Rourke and Arup, to help build it; it was the 
dream team for any major scheme, and we had them. It was 
a heavy-duty project — none of us were really geared up for 
doing one-off houses back then. It was, and is, an unusual 
structure for a house. In the last 15 years a lot more houses 
have been built of this ilk — it's now one of hundreds of mod- 
ern homes. Yet I still have clients now who ask me to design 
them a home because of seeing Crescent House; designing 
them is amazingly time-consuming. 
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HB&R: So how can people who don't have access to the 
expertise you had ever hope to achieve something as good? 

KS: When I watch Grand Designs I'm always amazed by the 
bravery of some of these people. It's a minefield! People take on 
these projects and have no idea of what can potentially happen. 
And the story is always the same — it's always late and it's always 
over budget. On Crescent House we had a full set of drawings 
and a full bill of quantities. So many people on Grand Designs 
don't even have a full set of drawings. 

There are a lot of people who Just don't value the importance 
of design and try to scrimp. Crescent House could never have 
been done without all the hours of design work — it wouldn't 
have stood up! 

HB&R: So what advice would you give 
to self-builders approaching you today? 

KS: You need to be very clear what your budget is — you have 
to be realistic about what you can afford, then you can work out 
the area of the house from that. But being realistic is key. People 
are very optimistic about building their own house and what they 
can actually get. I had a budget of £345,000, which we kept to 
and we spent — back then that worked out at around ETOOO/m^. : 
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"I don't think build- 
ing your own home is 
something you should 
do too young," says 
Ken Shuttleworth when 
Homebuilding & Reno- 
vating interviewed him at 
his newly built Crescent 
House for the February 
2001 issue. "I think about 
45 is the minimum." 

Ken was Just a touch shy of that age when he began 
the remarkable home, which consists of two crescents 
(one for bedroom space, the other inner crescent for 
open plan living around huge curtain wall glazing over- 
looking the garden). We described the house as "full of 
surprises" and it went on to become an icon of modern 
private house design. 
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HB&R: Back in the 1990s you didn't get many modem homes. 

KS: There certainly weren't many modern homes around when 
Crescent House was built. But if you look nowadays at the gen- 
eral population that would have always wanted Georgian-style 
homes, that has been pushed on and the major housebuild- 
ers are building a lot of modern homes themselves. Thanks to 
shows like Grand Designs and magazines like Homebuilding & 
Renovating people are generally more aware of architecture. 
IKEA has had a major influence — remember that IKEA cam- 
paign, 'Chuck Out Your Chintz'? If you go round houses these 
days, they are actually quite modern. 

HB&R: Are there any houses of the past 15 years 
which you've been really impressed with? 

KS: To be totally honest I've been going back to some of Frank 
Lloyd Wright's buildings in California. There are lots of things 
about his work that are still motivating today. The thing with 
Lloyd Wright and John Lautner is that they were pushing ahead 
against the modern movement, countering the angular and min- 
imalist element of modern homes; their work was much more 
organic. It feels like a more sympathetic form of architecture. 

HBR: Modern house design moves on all the time and has 
changed even since you built Crescent House. If someone 
came to you and asked for a '2015' house, what would it be? 

KS: It would be much more energy efficient. You would be look- 
ing all the time at solar gain and getting down to zero carbon 
— which in those days nobody was talking about. I would do a 
lot more of this if I was doing it now. Locally sourced materials 
would be key — not least because a lot of the embodied energy 
goes in transport. o 

• makearchitects.com 
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QUALITY BESPOKE BI-FOLD DOORS DIRECT FROM THE UK'S ONLY SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER 


Not sure who to turn to? How long it takes or what you require! 

Look no further, we survey, manufacture and install 

A!! covered by FENSA registration in less than three weeks, 

Showrooms; The Folding Sliding Door Company, Bradford BD5 8ER. 
The National Self Build and Renovation Centre (Stand TV 91) 
Lydiard Fields, Great Western Way, Swindon, Wiltshire SN5 BUB. 




0845 644 6630 

www.foldingslidingdoors.com 

sales@foldinRslidingdoors,com 













CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: C/0 OAKWRIGHTS; SIMON MAXWELL; JEREMY PHILLIPS 



This section: Everything you need to create a brilliant individual home — from 
ideas, expert guides and designers' advice to other people's inspiring projects 



Homes: 

A New Oak Frame Home P78 



Homes: 

A Contemporary Self-build P96 



Homes: 

A Barn- Style Paekage Build pim 

Plus: ^ Buyer's Guide to Stone Flooring p.92 
Living Room Design Masterclass p.109 
^ Before and After Transformation P129 
Quick Ideas for Every Room pbi 
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HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD 




w 


Woodland Retreat 



Words: Debbie Jeffery 
)tography: c/o Oakwrights 


PROJECT NOTES 


Project: Oak 

frame self-build 


Location: 

Cambridge 

Dates: May 11 
- Dec 12 


Size: 269m2 


Build cost: 

£530,000 

(£l,970/m2) 


Value: £900,000+ 




Debbie and Gerard Rogers' new oak frame home, 
on a wooded semi-rural plot, has been meticulously 
designed and crafted so as to become a home for life 





4 
















The Exterior 

Oakwrights crafted and erected the 
oak frame for the house, which is clad 
externally in untreated horizontal oak 
weatherboarding — chosen to suit the 
secluded semi-rural setting (the plot was 
once part of an orchard). Debbie rescued 
plants and reinstated flower beds to 
recreate a pretty cottage garden 






^4 
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The Exterior Details 

A natural palette of materials including 
untreated oak weatherboarding and a slate 
roof combine to stunning effect. Beneath 
this outer shell lies Oakwrights' WrightWall 
and WrightRoof encapsulation system, and 
of course, the beautiful oak frame — the 
latter is a highlight of the interiors 










HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD 


THE QUICK READ 

^ Debbie and Gerard Rogers were initially inspired to build 
when Gerard's elderly mother needed to come and live with 
them. They bought a double plot of land with friends and 
built two new houses side by side 

^ The planning process took several years, and the design 
of the house changed with the family's circumstances. Every 
room has been carefully considered and futureproofed, so 
that the end result is a beautiful and energy-efficient oak 
frame home which will be practical at all stages of life 


D ebbie and Gerard Rogers had never previously 
considered building a house until they were moti- 
vated by the needs of an elderly relative. ‘'Gerard s 
mother dreaded the idea of moving into a care 
home, so we decided to bring her to live with us,” 
explains Debbie. “Our previous three-bed semi 
washt large enough, as we have three children, and we couldht 
find anywhere suitable nearby with a ground fioor bedroom and 
bathroom, which was why we decided to build our own home.” 

When a plot of land came on to the market with outline plan- 
ning permission for two houses Debbie and Gerard teamed up 
with friends who were also keen to design their own house, and 
agreed to build side by side. “Fortunately we were able to carry on 
living in our previous home, otherwise we would have thought 
twice about taking on a build,” says Debbie. 

A Challenging Planning Process 

“We’d seen Oakwrights exhibiting at a Homebuilding and Reno- 
vating Show, and instantly loved the idea of building an oak frame 
house,” explains Debbie. “We worked with their designer PeteTonks 
and had in-depth meetings with both the planning and conserva- 
tion officers. Everything was looking really positive.” 

Planning drawings, photo montages, street scene perspectives and 
the design and access statement were all submitted, but due to staff 
and procedural changes at the local planning authority the appli- 
cation was initially refused and subsequently dismissed at appeal. 

“The new conservation officer didn’t support our scheme so we 
had no choice other than to redesign,” says Debbie. “So much time 
had passed, and during the long planning stage Gerard’s mother 
sadly passed away, so we then needed to rethink the layout of the 
house as we didn’t need a dedicated ground fioor bedroom or a 
separate entrance.” 







Ground Floor Rooms 

The statement helical oak and steel staircase was imported 
from Italy and rises up from the spacious ground floor hallway, 
which was specifically designed so that the family could 
gather together for meals. The ground floor rooms, including 
a generous kitchen diner, living room, study, family room and 
utility radiate off from the hallway. In the living room (below), 
engineered oak flooring has been laid over underfloor heating 


jdi 








HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD 



Two further revised planning applications were made, which 
eventually resulted in full planning approval being granted. “We 
both felt that our designer Pete Tonks listened carefully, and was 
incredibly intuitive — he instinctively knew what we were looking 
for,” reflects Debbie. 

A Futu reproofed Home 

The house is based on Oakwrights’ Woodhouse design range, 
and the ground floor is predominantly open plan with a spacious 
hallway designed for large family gatherings. Upstairs the children 
all have bedrooms on the first floor and share a family bathroom, 
while Debbie and Gerard s spacious master suite is positioned to 
the other end of the galleried landing. 

It was important for Debbie and Gerard that their new home 
should serve them well into the future, and they worked with 
designer Pete to ensure that the building would be suitably future- 
proofed, using the Lifetime Homes standard to guide them. The 
standard was developed in the early 1990s with accessible and 
inclusive design at its core; it incorporates 16 design criteria that 
can be applied to new homes at minimal cost, and supports the 
changing needs of individuals and families throughout different 
stages of their lives. 

With an eye on future energy bills too, Debbie and Gerard 
installed photovoltaic (PV) panels for generating electricity, in 
addition to solar thermal panels for hot water, and an air-source 
heat pump. A new planning application was, however, needed for 
the solar panels, as their location had not been previously specified. 


Above and Top Right: Kitchen Dining Room 

Soft grey kitchen cabinets have been combined with white 
Corian worktops; the kitchen was sourced from IKAS 
Kitchen Design Centre. The space features both an island 
breakfast bar providing informal dining, while there's also a 
generous dining area beneath a vaulted ceiling 

Project Managing the Build 

“As Gerard works away from home for much of the time we decided 
that I would project manage the build, together with Oakwrights 
and a small team of trades,” says Debbie. “For me it was all about 
personal recommendation and gut instinct, and I would only employ 
people I liked and trusted. I nicknamed three of the subcontrac- 
tors my musketeers.” Unfortunately, Debbie became seriously ill 
part-way through the project; the family relied heavily on the ‘three 
musketeersho help keep the build on track while she was in hospital. 

The garden plot sits in a village Conservation Area bordering 
open countryside, and required an arboriculture survey to assess 
trees on the site, in addition to a topographical survey dealing 
with the levels, drainage, boundaries and access. Clay soil and the 
proximity of trees on the quarter-acre plot meant that expensive 
piled foundations were required. Once the house s plinth was built 
using handmade bricks it was time for the oak frame to be erected 
by Oakwrights’ team over a four-day period. 

“The house was already so familiar to us in 2D form after four 
years of planning, discussing and redesigning, that there was a 
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INTRODUCING THE FUTURE OF HEATING! 

The most efficient air source heat pump range in the world is now available in the UK and brought to you 

exclusively by Ice Energy Technologies* 



SHORTLISTED 

Build It 


SHORTLISTED 


Bwt; 

Hntlng PToduct 


Bvft 

SuxiainablB TedimlcigT 


Homebuilding I 

ARenovating^i^o^j 

NIC, HARROGATE*] 
6-8 NOV 2015 

1 STAND 

1 IVI205 

1 Homebuilding 

grRenovating^i^o^j 

EHC, EDINBURGH* 
24-25 OCT 2015 

STAND 

210 


The NEW AirX air source heat pump from IVT combines innovative design with market-leading performance to 
provide a total heating and hot water solution for your home. 

Ranked best in class in a database of independent Danish tests of heat pumps, the AirX is: 


• 23 - 25% more efficient than its closest competitor 

• Capable of producing higher efficiency rates than some ground source heat pumps 

• Able to receive Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) payments 

• Provided with an industry-leading warranty as standard for additional peace of mind 

• Available with a FREE underfloor heating kit of up to 40sqm 

To find out how you could enjoy lower heating bills and generate income from the RHI, 

call our dedicated sales team on 0808 145 2340 

*ln a database of independent Danish tests of heat pumps. Please note this data is correct as at 
1st August 2014. 


ICE 3NERGY 



TECHNOLOGIES 


www.iceenergy.co.uk 









RAME SELF-BUILD 



First Floor Bedrooms 

The master bedroom (above), which features a 
dressing room and en suite, occupies one end of the 
first floor — separated from three further bedrooms 
by a gaileried landing (seen top right). The vaulted 
ceilings and exposed oak frame add architectural 
interest throughout the first floor spaces 


real sense of deja vu when we walked through the frame on site/’ 
says Debbie, who completed many of the tasks that fall between 
the trades - such as installing the damp-proof membrane and the 
floor insulation - herself 

Surrounding the oak frame is a highly insulated softwood stud 
frame that incorporates Oakwrights’ WrightWall and Wright- 
Roof — an airtight encapsulation system with breathable cellulose 
insulation. Externally, the house has been clad in untreated oak 
weatherboarding with natural slates on the complex multi-level 
roof. The windows are a highly efficient composite made up of 
timber clad in aluminium. 

Once the building was watertight the oak frame was cleaned 
internally with a blasting method by Farrow Eco Systems. Hot 
water is introduced into the blast stream to envelope dust particles 
in a fine mist, and the combination of high-pressure steam and 
sand removes stains and marks. 

The couple opted to use the Posi-Joist flooring system for the 
first floor, as ceilings are fully vaulted upstairs and joists under the 
gaileried section of landing needed to accommodate all electrical 
cables, plumbing pipework and ducting for the ventilation and 
heat recovery system. 

Underfloor heating has been installed on the ground floor, with 
electric underfloor heating in the first floor bathrooms. Despite 
a flood caused by a subcontractor accidentally drilling through a 
pipe, the house was completed on schedule for Christmas 2012. 

“After spending so much time on site it was very strange to move 
in, and it took a few weeks before the house felt completely like 
home,” says Debbie. “We’ve now grown used to the large spaces, the 
light and the way the house connects to the outside. We wouldn’t 
consider moving — this was always intended to be a home for life.” (!) 
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GREYS ARTSTONE 


REPRODUCTION SLATE 




All the characteristics of natural slate and diminishing 
natural stone slate with all the advantages of a modern 
building material. 


Greys Artstone reproduction stone and slate 
roofing products are hand crafted to give an 
authentic roofscape. Detailed moulding, a choice 
of colours, and a range of sizes create a coursed 
and diminishing stone slate roof. An easy to 
lay format and a range of compatible products, 
including ridges and in-line ventilation systems, 
create an extremely versatile and cost effective 
alternative to natural products. 


Our standards speak for themselves 
Fixings - to BS 5534:2003 
Durability - to BS 7543:2003 
Colour - to BS 1014 
None combustible - to BS 476 P.T.4 
Freeze / Thaw - to BS EN 492:2004 
Strength - better than BS EN 492:2004 
Permeability - to BS EN 492:2004 


ADVANTAGES 

■ Light weight construction saves on 
labour and timber costs 

■ Construction allows easy cutting 
without cracking or breaking 

■ Looks like stone and slate when cut 

■ Weathers like stone and slate 
not concrete 


@25 

@BS:EN @ 

©FREE 

©FREE 

©FREE 

YEAR 

A92:200A f 

SITE 

ESTIMATES 

BA^EN 

GUARANTEE 

TESTED ^ ^ 

SURVEY 


LAYOUTS 


Visit www.greYsartstone.co.uk 
or call 01484 666400 
for a FREE Sample Pack 


Greys Artstone Limited, Burdwell Works, New Mill Road, Brockholes, Hoimfirth, Huddersfield HD9 7AZ 







HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD 


The Project 



Pete Tonks 

Designer 


DESIGNER'S VIEW 

This project is special because it was built in 
an old woodland orchard, so from a design 
perspective we wanted to create a tradi- 
tional woodland house rather than Just a 
barn. Its uniqueness is within its layout and 
spatial qualities, which were all focused on 
the clients and how they wanted to live in 
the future. The house was designed to the 
Lifetimes Homes standard and uses natural 
materials, including a green oak frame and 
recycled cellulose insulated encapsulation 
panels. It is also highly specified with re- 
newables, including an air-source heat 
pump and solar panels, as well as rainwater 
harvesting system. As a designer and a big 
fan of woodland/barn-style homes, both 
myself and Oakwrights are extremely 
proud of this project, which was always in- 
tended to be a contemporary spin on a tra- 
ditional wood-clad home. 


First Floor 
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Bedroom 
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Ground Floor 



utility ^ 


1 : 


E 

o 


o 

i 

Family 

I 

I 

I 

room 

I 

? 


SUPPLIERS 

Design, oak frame, roof/wall panels and oak cladding 

Oakwrights oakwrights.co.uk; 01432 353353 

Face-applied glazing 

Black Pig Frame Finishing blackpig.me 

Foundations Piling and Drilling Ltd piling-drilling.co.uk 

Roofing A Royden Roofing Services 01953 456784 

Bi-folds Sunfold 01953 423423 

Frame cleaning 

Farrow Eco Systems farrowecosystems.co.uk 

Wooden and tiled floors, and wet rooms 

AH Callus ahcallus.co.uk 

Drylining CG Interior Solutions 07831 274737 

Carpentry and general building 

Acorn Building Services 07788 907200 

Plastering Fuller Plastering 01353 863438 

Staircase Marretti Stairs marrettistairs.com 

Sanitaryware Duravit duravit.co.uk 

Sanitaryware supply Cambridgeshire Bathrooms 

cambridgeshirebathrooms.co.uk 

Kitchen and utility 

IKAS Kitchen Design Centre ikas.co.uk 

Curtains and blinds 

Cambridge Interiors cambridge-interiors.co.uk 


SELECTED COSTS 


Piled foundations and ring beam £25,000 

Oak frame £67,000 

Heating, hot water and ventilation £31,000 

systems, including PV and solar thermal 
panels, heat pump and MVHR system 
Windows, doors and rooflights £37,000 

Drylining and plastering £20,000 

Flooring, tiling and decoration £30,000 

Kitchen, utility and appliances £23,000 

Staircase £25,000 

Electrics and fittings £24,000 

Sanitaryware and plumbing £16,000 


BUILD TIME 

Jan 07 Sealed bids for plot submitted 

Aug 07 Plot purchase completed 

Jan 09 First planning application submitted 

Sep 10 Planning permission approved 

Jul 11 Oak frame erected 

Nov 11 Watertight shell 

Jun 12 First fix 

Dec 12 Second fix and house completed 
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StfuctjrtI IP!ulatgJ htieh 


< SIP design 

& Manufacture 


< Full house kits 


< Extension kits 


Sipco have successfully completed over 200 projects to date. 

We can provide references on our work and welcome potential clients 
to visit our production facility to discuss their requirements with our 
technical team. 



< Contact Information 

ptcasc visit our website 

www*thesip<ompany,com 

or alternstively 

in hes j pc om pa n y. com 

0844 335 3997 




Premium Flat Roofing Solutions for your Home 



Roof Assured by Samafil offers unrivalEed nal 
roofing solutions for your home. Our experience 
ranges from large extensions, to orangeries 
and garages, roof extensions, liaiconies and 


■ Aesthetically pleasing 

■ Backed by a year guarantee 

■ Cost effective solutions 

m Virtually maintenance tree 

■ Trained Registered Installers 

■ Can be installed In all withers 

■ Mationwfde network 

m 40 years life expectancy* 


t0800 614 821 

www.roofassured.co.uk i twitter: ©roofassured 


much more. 


' iiuapanc»niiy assdssad by me iiitisn 
BDandof Agf^ient ^BBA^Iplaslln 
of 40 opinion 








SELF-BUILD ZONE AND BUILD-ZONE ARE TRADING STYLES OF SENNOCKE INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE SERVICES, WHO IS AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY 


Right and below: 

Make sure you're 
properly covered, 
whatever your 
renovation or 
extension project. 
Discover the latest 
packages at build- 
zone.com and 
selfbuildzone.com 



Is Your 

Home 

Covered? 

If you're planning a renovation or 
extension project, making sure you 
have the right type of insurance 
is critical for your peace of mind 

id you know that your normal house insurance 
doesn't cover your property if you are altering 
it through an extension, renovation or conver- 
sion, including the loft and garage? 

Many homeowners assume that their 
home insurance policy will continue to 
provide cover if they decide to carry out a major home- 
improvement project, but often this isn't the case as a lot of 
policies have an exclusion — meaning you aren't protected if 
you alter the structure of your building. 

Adding an extension can be the biggest financial investment 
you'll make after purchasing your home, so why risk it all by not 
having the right insurance in place? Ask yourself if you could 
afford to rebuild your home and extension out of your own pocket 
if something went wrong. If the answer is no, then providers such 
as Build-Zone can help to ensure your site is covered for the 
duration of the build, and afterwards. 

The company's latest Home Improvement Package provides 
cover on a property while being improved or extended, even if 
you aren't initially living there, plus it covers all the new works 
and materials, right up to completion of the project. 

As part of the package, tools and equipment left on site are also 
protected, while employers' and public liability insurance means 
that anyone working on site is covered if they suffer an injury, or if 
damage is caused to a third party or their property. What's more, 
should anything happen to a worker or family member while on 



site during the course of the construction, the cost of defending 
or pursuing a claim is covered, plus there is also an additional 
contract on offer for any tradespeople or contractors that you 
employ to legally protect yourself from possible negligence. 

Complete with options to have approved inspectors carry 
out the building control and technical audits throughout the 
build, which can save you time and money, Build-Zone's com- 
prehensive protection options also include the chance to take 
out a 10-year structural warranty to protect you against defects 
in design, materials and workmanship. For more information, 
call 0345 230 9873 or visit build-zone.com. (!) 
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QUICK IDEAS 


Stone Flooring: 
The Five -Minute Expert 

It is the flooring material of choice for many of our key rooms. 

Natasha Brinsmead explains how to choose the best 


S. 








i k 


f .il 
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Sloane Parquet limestone 
flooring from Artisans of 
Devizes costs £82/m^ 


Which Stone? 

SLATE is hugely popular for floors, as it is hard- 
wearing, low-maintenance and available in a huge 
range of colours and finishes. 

Pros: It's one of the more affordable stones, starting 
from around £20/m^. 

Cons: Very cheap, poor-quality slates damage easily. 
LIMESTONE is the perfect choice for contemporary 
and traditional homes alike, and offers a timeless, 
light and airy quality. 

Pros: It looks fabulous as large-format tiles, is natu- 
rally warm underfoot and gives a neutral background. 
Cons: Very light shades show up dirt easily, so con- 
sider a more rustic product if you have children or 
pets. Prices start from at least £35/m2. 

TRAVERTINE has a more rustic appearance and is a 
good option for those looking for a cheaper alterna- 
tive to limestone. 

Pros: It has a lower price tag than limestone, starting 
from around £16/m^. 

Cons: It's a fair bit softer than limestone however and 
it is hard to keep a good shine with this stone. 



These Sh^toTT’flagstori^ 
iw^-w^rjT^finish fropa^*^ 
Ca' PietracoSI-£54/m2 ^ 


SANDSTONE is warm and easy to live with, lending a 
lovely raw beauty. 

Pros: It's hard-wearing and slightly more unusual 
than stones such as limestone and slate. 

Cons: There's less colour variations than other 
stones and it's more expensive too; prices start at 
around £48/m2. 

MARBLE flooring is luxurious and available in some 
stunning patterns and colours, making a real state- 
ment in the home. 

Pros: It's very resilient and full of character. 

Cons: Marble stains easily — acids such as lem- 
on juice, etc. mark it easily, which can be an issue 
in kitchens. Better quality marble flooring starts at 
around the £40/m2 mark. 

GRANITE is super resilient and repels water and 
stains with ease. It's perfect for contemporary set- 
tings and costs from £30/m^. 

Pros: It's one of the hardest stones out there, with a 
beautiful shine and colour variations. 

Cons: However, it's cold underfoot and very unfor- 
giving if you happen to have butter fingers. 
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These Burnt Sienna slate tiles 
from Original Style's Earth- 
works range cost £59.95/m^ 


The Perfect Finish 

The finish you go for will very much in- 
fluence the overall look and performance 
of your stone floor. Honed finishes are 
smooth and ideal for contemporary set- 
tings, while riven tiles hide a multitude of 
stains and will mask any DIY laying errors 
well. If you opt for an antiqued or weath- 
ered finish - which look fabulous in pe- 
riod settings and conversions - be aware 
that dirt can easily become ingrained in 
the pits and cracks, and it will shred a 
sponge mop to pieces. 

The Inside Outside Trend 

Stone flooring not only looks great inside 
— it can be the perfect paving material 
for exterior spaces too. With sliding, bi- 
fold and patio doors a huge favourite with 
many at present, forming a seamless link 
between inside and out, it makes sense to 


highlight the link between the two spaces 
by carrying the same stone flooring out 
from living areas to a terrace beyond. 
Slate, limestone, sandstone, granite and 
even marble can be suitable for both in- 
terior and exterior applications. 

Getting Your Order Right 

Stone is a wholly natural product and as 
such is not uniform, with colours varying 
widely from batch to batch, even from 
the same quarry. All of this means that 
it is important to order enough stone to 
complete the job in one batch — this re- 
duces the risk of mismatched stone. 

It also makes sense to order more 
than you need, not only to account for 
any wastage that might occur, but also in 
case you need to replace any sections of 
the floor down the line and want the new 
stone to match the existing. (D 
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Natural 

laiage 



For an extensive choice of beautiful traditional 
solid and engineered oak flooring as well as 
natural limestone, travertine, marble and 
slate. We offer value for money, nothing is 
too much trouble - so come and be inspired 
at our new showroom and warehouse. 


Natural Image Kent Ltd. Unit 3, White House Farm, 
Green Lane, Chart Sutton, Kent ME17 3ES 
Telephone: 01622 840420 
www.stoneandwoodfloors.co.uk 


www.tm kHles.co.uk 

We believe your 
house shouid be 
your haven. 

Our high quality 
porcelain tiles will 
help to make your 
dream possible & 
affordable. 

rispiraro 
Jesigp 

Technical cxperlise 

& Advice 

* Fitting Service 

• Quality & Value 

Fine porcelain tiles inside & outside your home. 

sales@lmkriles.co.uk 01487 825300 




Elecosoft* 


Simple-to-use interface for 2D planning and design 





Special Offer 

Use coupon code HBR10 
and save 1 0% on 3D 

Architect Home Designer 
Expert or 3D Architect 
Home Designer Pro. 
Offer only available at 
www.3darchitect.co.uk 


Whether you are a self-builder or home improver, 3D 
Architect Home Designer software is a simple solution 
for designing your own home, extension or complex 
renovation. Produce scaled accurate floor plans and 
elevations required for planning submissions together 
with realistic 3D models for visualising your design. 


prices start at 

£80.00 

INC VAT 


Professional Home Design Software for 
Self-builders, Home Improvers, Builders, 
Developers and Architects 


The modular toolset provides 
tools and icons for specific 
elements of the design in a 
logical manner. Easily identifi- 
able, each tool will guide you 
through a particular part of the 
design process and will be 
familiar to anyone having used 
Windows based software. 
Each tool can be customised 
and adapted to your preferred 
drawing style with full flexible 
options, easily accessed at 
g Rsifc.- □ ^ anytime. 

— — "-- KT 


Arcon Evo 


vvww.3darchitect.co.uk • 01252 267788 • arconsales@eleco.com 














V, 



The Ultimate in House Design Inspiration 

1,000s More Ideas for Your New Home 

• 

Brand New Sourcebook 

Browse Key Suppliers You Won't Find Elsewhere 

• 

Easy-to-find Advice 

from Independent Experts on All Aspects of Self-building and Extending 

• 

Share Your Projects 

and See What 100s of Other Self-builders and Renovators Are Doing 


homebuilding.co.uk 


WHAT'S NEW AT 

homebuilding.co.uk 



^PdMRY-Sm E SEU^^^l 


In the garden of their former home^Pete atid Lot Clark have built a new home that 
manages to combine striking design with a' sensitive approach to its site 

' ' Words: Jason Orme 
i [Photography: Jeremy Phillips 
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PROJECT NOTES 


Project: 

Contemporary- 
style self-build 


Location: 

Derbyshire 

Dates: Jun 12 
- Jun 13 

Size: 172m^ 

Land cost: 

Already owned 


Build cost: 


£327,900 

(£l,906/m2) 



\ t TJew Meets bid 

. Pete and Lot's new home is situated in"the\. 
'A^^i^corner of the garden of their fornner^home 
on a significant slope. Architect Rob’^ft Evans , 
positioned the ho.nip at the top of the plot, building ■ 
it into the slope so that it could simultaneously 
-* nestle dowmt^j^inimiselts impact on their 
original home ana enjoy the views to the max 


HOWGHYLL 











HOMES CONTEMPORA 



THE QUICK READ 

^ Pete and Lot Clark have built a contemporary-style 
home, designed by Evans Vettori Architects, in the garden 
of their original home 

^ Built into a slope with large glulam beams supporting a 
flat roof, the home enjoys fabulous views 

^ The open plan living, kitchen and dining area is 
situated on the first floor. The house has been designed 
with future use in mind, including space for a lift 


P lanning ahead doesn’t suit all of us, but in Pete and Lot 
Clarks case, the proof is most definitely in the pud- 
ding. The result of all this forethought - Howghyll, 
a striking contemporary home in Derbyshire - is a 
beautiful example of how modern design, done well, 
is the obvious solution when building a new home. It 
suits its owners, the site and the landscape perfectly and, of course, 
it s not something that just happened. Pete and Lot are careful, 
sensible, analytical people and the architect they employed, Robert 
Evans of Evans Vettori Architects, is an architect skilled in creating 
beautiful buildings that are also totally practical and user-friendly. 

“It all began 35 years ago,” begins Pete. “We moved to the village 
for work reasons and bought a lovely, and large, five bedroom Vic- 
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K Living Space 

^The home is effectively single storey but accessed 
via a staircase from the partial ground floor (below). 
It's largely open plan, with the staircase separating 
the dining/living and kitchen space. Large glazing 
and corner windows maximise light and views 


If 


■ 












torian house. It was situated on a two-acre corner site and we had 
many happy times there, raising our two boys and loving working 
on the garden — both Lot and I are keen gardeners. Given the size 
and position of the site, however, we always knew that a particular 
part of it, with access to the road away from the corner, would be 
suitable for us to build a new home on when the time was right.” 

And, with the children now raising families of their own and the 
garden (large and sloping) beginning to become a more formidable 
beast to tackle, the time was right. Lot takes up the story: “We 
portioned off a small section of the garden - perhaps no more than 
one-fifth of an acre - on one of the more sloping parts of the land 
and set about the process of building ourselves a home that would 
suit our changing circumstances.” 
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Single 

Storey Living 

The kitchen has 
curved corners to 
soften the impact 
as you enter the 
private part of the 
home. A gently 
sloping corridor, 
lit by a clerestory 
window at the 
top of the brick 
wall (left of shot) 
provides access to 
the bedrooms as 
well as a glass- 
walled sunroom. 
The wood floors 
are from Kahrs 


A mere 35 years in the planning, Pete and Lot had ample oppor- 
tunity to work out the best orientation and potential designs for 
their home. They wanted a garden that would give them enough 
interest but be easier to maintain, a single storey space with all the 
living areas, kitchen and bedrooms on one level, plenty of storage, 
and of course a home flexible enough to comfortably accommodate 
their grown-up family for visits. It also needed to be highly energy 
efficient to minimise ongoing running costs. A significant slope 
and the desire not to negatively impact on their existing home 
was critical — the new home was to sit directly between the old 
place and the spectacular views over the Amber Valley to the east. 

The couple approached a local planning consultant to achieve out- 
line planning approval on the site, which was successfully obtained. 
“The problem was that he detailed the position of the new house 
on the plans but didnt make it a reserved matter,” explains Lot. 

“It meant that the position of the house was tied to the planning 
approval, so if we wanted to move it in the future, we would have 
to start all over again.” 

Pete and Lot met and received ideas from several architects. 
“They were all good, but none of them were brave enough,” says 
Lot. “We liked modern designs - perhaps after years of living in a 
Victorian house - and were keen to be a bit bolder with it. Luckily 
Pd remembered reading an article about Evans Vettori Architects 
in a national newspaper a few years before and noticed that they 
were based in nearby Matlock. When Robert Evans began to come 
up with some initial sketches, we knew we had met our designer.” 

Robert takes up the story: “It started with the idea of a defining 
red-brick walled garden to the original house, which provides 
clear separation and is used as the rear exterior wall of the new 
home.” The decision was made to move the house to the back of 
the site and nestle it into the slope, maximising the views to the 
east and minimising the impact on the existing home. The house is ^ 
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Whatever your self-build aspirations. 
Benchmark Self Build is here 
to help you realise your own 
dream self-build home. 


From architectural design and planning, 
to a bespoke highly efficient 
timber frame right through to a full 
turnkey build solution, we have a 
complete range of services 
that can be tailored to meet 
your individual requirements. 
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Call us on 0800 060 7920 to consult with one of our self build experts. 

www.benchmarkselfbuild.co.uk 
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effectively built into the slope, minimising the amount of spoil to 
be removed and, in taking the house away from the street frontage, 
making it less prominent. 

A large open plan space housing the kitchen, living and dining 
space is situated on the same floor as the bedrooms (because the 
site slopes into the corner, the living rooms are effectively raised 
while the bedrooms open out on to the gardens). The entrance level 
from the driveway has been constructed to allow a lift to be easily 
fitted should the need arise — more perfect planning. 

The engineering solution is smart and provides the house with 
much of its beauty. The house has reinforced concrete raft founda- 
tions, with a reinforced masonry retaining wall ‘box in the basement. 
Glulam beams are supported on the rear retaining wall to the one 
side and galvanised steel posts to the other. This is a house that is 
not afraid to show its structure and is all the more impressive for 
it. You really get a sense of it opening out of the slope. The sloping 
flat roof is in fact an intensive green roof with a biodiverse seed 
mix, consisting of 100mm growing medium on drainage layer on 
membrane — again, all to minimise the visual impact. 

Pete and Lot, despite having mains gas close by, opted for an air- 
source heat pump to power the underfloor heating. “In all honesty 
Pm still getting used to the controls,” confesses Pete, “but we re very 
happy with the choice. Electricity bills - which obviously include 
all our heating as well as power and lighting - are below ;C1, 000.” 

This is a home built to exceptional standards — critical in realising 
the beauty of Robert s original concept. The project was managed 
by a main contractor who was skilled in drawing out the detail in 
the contemporary scheme, and run through a JCT contract and 
supervised by the architects. “It was stressful, of course,” says Pete, 
“but we re delighted with the result.” 

And who wouldn't be? There is a feeling of unusual serenity 
about the new house. Even on a bleak Wednesday morning, the 
large corner glazing section provides a focus for the home, and 
Pete and Lot say they feel more connected to the seasons. They re 
also safe in the knowledge that proper planning has resulted in a 
home that they can enjoy for years to come and it works perfectly 
for them. That it is beautiful to look at, of course, is a nice bonus 
for the rest of us. o 


Front Elevation 

The home is a 
simple masonry 
structure with a 
flat green roof 
supported off 
glulam beams 
which form a 
feature in their 
own right. A 
low-maintenance 
garden helps the 
new home bed 
in. The windows 
are from Senior 
Architectural 
Systems 
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE SELF-BUILD 


The Project 


ARCHITECT'S VIEW 


SUPPLIERS 


Evans 

Architect 


The brief was to design a new three bedroom house on a section 
of the land within the gardens of a Victorian house. The clients 
were the existing occupants of the house; they wanted to create 
a new home that would be more user-friendly as they get older. 

Consequently, the house was designed to be fully accessible 
and Approved Document M of the Building Regulations compliant. 
Flexibility was left in the plan to allow for the future installation of 
a platform lift from the ground floor if the need arises. 

The approach was to create a new garden wall along the western 
boundary of the site to separate the new home from the grounds 
of the existing house. The form of the new house is very simple 
and is proposed to be read as two blocks — the living and sleeping 
blocks, linked by a simple glazed sunroom space. 

Externally, the site is terraced to take advantage of the natural 
levels and create gardens of different uses up the site. The natural 
ground levels of the site mean that the level of the first floor of the 
new house will be over 2m below the ground floor of the existing 
house, so that the new house will appear essentially as a single 
storey building. Only a clerestory window and the roof edge are 
visible from the existing house above the new garden wall, which 
does not interfere with views over the site to the valley beyond 
and gives an attractive and seemingly natural end to the existing 
garden area. The garden wall and terracing walls match the red 
brickwork of the original house to complete the simple palette 
of materials used here. 


Architects Robert Evans, Andy Thomas 
and Rachel Haynes at Evans Vettori 

Architects 01629 760559 

Consultants (structural) Norder Design 

Associates 01773 824414 

Consultants (M&E) William Bailey 

Mechanical Services 01773 853703 

Main contractor Carter Construction 

01332 381601 

Brick (plinth) Ibstock 0844 800 4575 

Windows Senior Architectural 

Systems 01709 772600 

Cold-applied tanking Grace 

Construction Products 01753 490000 

Plasterboard British Gypsum 

0800 225 225 

Oak flooring Kahrs 023 9245 3045 


Below: Floorplan 

The single storey house is split into two distinct 
areas - for living and sleeping - separated by a glass 
sunroom. Three bedrooms all have access on to 
private garden space and the bathrooms are all kept 
together for ease of installation. Long floorplans like 


this are notoriously tricky, but Robert and the 
team at Evans Vettori Architects got around the 
corridor problem by maximising natural light with 
the introduction of a clerestory window sitting on 
top of the rear wall and generous ceiling heights. 
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Over 30 years of British design and engineering have gone into creating the UK’s most comprehensive 
range of high quality woodburning, solid-fuel, gas and electric stoves and fireplaces. 
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wvwv.stovax.com 
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OFFER 


£ 3 , 750 * 


+VAT 
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The Holtye - Offer expires 31/12 

* Excludes groundworks, bricks, roofing, assembly, delivery & VAT 


Oak frame garages 
ideal for self assembly 
or by our expert team. 

• Over 480 designs in our Acorn Range 

• Hand crafted in our workshops 

• Free site survey subject to location 

• Free planning drawings with every 
order 

• Try our ^Quick Quote^ on our website: 

www.oa kdesigns.org 

Traditional Si Contemporary 
Oak Framed Buildings 


01273 400411 sales@oakdesigns.org Oak D6SignS Co. 


0845 519 3705 info@superiorsippanels.co.uk 
www.superiorsippanels.co.uk 



AFTER 

4 WEEKS LA' 


Recent project near completion in Leeds. 

Photos of original bungalow and during project. 

Local Building firms minimum quote was £125,000, our price £65,000 



Superior SIP Panels UK 

Low Cost Structural Insulated Panels 


• Low Build Cost - Ideal for Self Builders & Home Extensions 

• 50% reduction in cost & build time when compared to traditional 

• Low Energy/Passive Housing properties 

• Easy to use 

• 1 Skin technology (no need for additional skin as per other SIP systems) 

• Fully insulated envelope, high thermal U + R Values 

• Sustainable Housing and Code 4/5 capability 


Superior SIPs are a new, exciting and unique SIP panels building system designed in the UK to finally offer an affordable/low cost price solution to home building. 


Our SIP panels are unique in the UK and are developed solely by the company for their exclusive use and distribution. 


The SIP panels have been designed to a high specification by the team to be able to solve the key cost issues property developers and self builders and home 
owners looking to add space and value to their property via extensions. 


The Structural Insulated Panel system is the evolution of the established SIP (OSB sandwich board) method, offering a far superior building product by 
creating a highly tensile material composition specifications, while offering a far lower cost and creating a shorter build time. 

OPEN TO ALL READERS, 20% OFF ALL ORDERS PLACED THIS MONTH - QUOTE HBR1 1 










Zigzag Design Studio are a dynamic design and make 
company based in Oxfordshire, specialising in bespoke 
staircases and balustrading. 

Our designs are creative, unique, and of the highest quality, 
aimed at creating timeless sculpture within the home. 

Our growing sculptural staircase range includes ‘Spine’ (above) 
which can be straight or curved or both in the same stair, 
and ‘Tree’ Spiral (left) cast from real tree trunk and branches. 
To go with these, or to go on any alternative staircase old or 
new is our range of sculptural balustrading which includes 
over 40 designs in materials such as solid aluminium, bronze, 
timbers, and acrylic. 

For more information contact our creative team for a chat 
about your project on 01865 872278 


Tree’ Spiral Stair 

Solid metal tree trunks and branches create this 
stunning tactile sculptural spiral staircase. 


ZIGZAG 


Cast metal ‘vertebra’ bolt together to form this 
spinal staircase that can twist and turn to follow 
almost any wall shape. 


’Spine’ Stair 


www.zigzagdesignstudio.com I 01865 872278 I info(§zigzagdesignstudio.com 



VELFAC* 


WINDOWS FOR LIFE 



GET A 

i QUOTE 


Go to 

WWW, VRLFAC. CO. uk 
or call us at 

01536 614 009 


■ Contemporary design 
and low maintenance 
windows 

■ Low -energy glazing 
as standard 

■ Hundreds of frame 
colours to mix and 
match 

■ High performance 
weatherability for 
exposed locations 

■ Windows oertifled for 
Secured By Design 


SLIM FRAME GOOD ENERGY 


WHY COMPROMISE? 

VELFAC low maintenance wood/aluminium windows unite siim design and high energy 
performance and suit both new build and refurbishment 

We offer uncompromised window solutions which already meet the energy and safety 
demands of the future in a timeless and elegant design that lets extra light into the home. 
With VELFAG there is no need to compromise. 


\ 


Meet us at 

The Northern 
Homehuilding & 
Renovating Show 
in Harrogate 

0ih,gLh ivjovember 




Call VELFAC on tel. 01536 614 009 or find out more at www.VELFAC.co.uk 






NIGEL RIGDEN; JEREMY PHILLIPS 


ROOM DESIGN 


Livdner Room 



The living room is different things to different people and designing one from 
scratch means there is lots to consider, says Natasha Brinsmead 


ZONE THE SPACE 


Living rooms are often used for more 
than just one purpose — you might find 
yourself relaxing at the end of a par- 
ticularly hard day there, or entertaining 
friends, playing with the children or even 
working from home in this room. 

Whether yours is a compact living 
space or a room of more generous pro- 
portions, it pays to view the room in terms 
of zones; though do think carefully about 
what you use the room for before sec- 
tioning the space, either visually or physi- 
cally. This might be as simple a task as us- 
ing a screen or room divider that doubles 
as storage to conceal your work space or 
play area, arranging your seating in a cosy 
cluster around the fireplace for entertain- 
ing, or even creating an intimate reading 
corner using shelving and a well-worn 
armchair. You could also use a different 
type of flooring, or even vary the ceiling 
or floor levels to define the various areas. 




GET THE LIGHTING RIGHT 


Avoid, at all costs, relying on Just a sin- 
gle overhead pendant in the living room 
— not only will it create a very one-di- 
mensional, downward type of light, but 
it will do nothing to create the different 
moods required in this space. 

Instead, use a range of lighting types, 
such as wall lights, downlights within al- 
coves and a selection of floor and table 


lamps, in order to provide pockets of light 
around the room — and be sure to set 
them on dimmers. Don't forget to high- 
light certain features in the room either 
— a spot above the fireplace or tucked 
into an inglenook perhaps, or picture 
lights and even concealed lighting be- 
neath built-in shelving or seats will all add 
to the interest of the room. 
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Start by thinking about your seating and 
how it will be arranged. Ensuring you 
have enough seating for when guests visit 
is important; this can sometimes be an is- 
sue in smaller rooms. Along with a large 
sofa (modular models work well in both 
large and small spaces and can also help 
with 'zoning'), include occasional seating 
too — built-in window seats or uphol- 
stered ottomans are all good examples. 

It makes sense to arrange your seating 
around a coffee table in order to create a 
sociable feel in the room, but avoid the 
thought that all seating must be pushed 

CREATE A 
FOCAL POINT 


up against the wall. Pulling the sofa out a 
little and placing a sideboard or console 
behind it works on a visual and a practical 
level and provides a useful spot for lamps, 
reading material and so on. 

Ensure the furniture you choose is all 
in proportion with the size of the room 
— compact sofas in large rooms leave the 
space feeling cold and cavernous, while a 
chunky, large sofa will just seem intrusive 
in smaller, cramped spaces. Think about 
their height too — rooms with low ceil- 
ings will benefit from low-level furniture, 
for example. 


THINK ABOUT 
LOCATION 

If you are building or completely remod- 
elling, aim to position your living room in 
such a way that it feels like a retreat as 
opposed to a walkway — if you have to 
walk through it to access other rooms it 
can take away some of the relaxing ap- 
peal the space is supposed to have. 

Living rooms work best when they have 
direct access to the outside space, so if 
possible, locate this room so that you 
can open it up to the elements when the 
mood takes you — patio doors of some 
form not only add to the space visually 
but also extend the space when open. 


Some kind of focal point is essential in 
the living room if it is to feel cosy. While 
fireplaces are the ideal, acting as the per- 
fect anchor around which the rest of the 
layout is hinged, there are other ways of 
creating a point of interest. 

If you have a great view, then turn this 
into the focal point by arranging seating 
around the window from which to ad- 
mire it. An oversized mirror or a piece of 
art leaning up against the wall can work 
well too, as does using Just one wall to 
display a gallery of your favourite pic- 
tures, an interesting textured plaster fin- 
ish or feature wallpaper. 

Using a statement piece of furniture, 
such as a striking oversized coffee table, 
will do the trick if you really are lacking in 
any architectural points of interest. 
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ROOM DESIGN LIVING ROOMS 


Designers on Living Rooms 


"Not Just a Good Room" 

The living room will be different things to 
different people. For some it will be 'the 
good room', mainly used for family get- 
togethers; for others it will be a special 
place to retreat from the whirl of family 
life. Living rooms and family rooms are 
mostly occupied during the afternoon 
and the evening. Accordingly, these 
rooms often benefit from a southerly 
and, ideally, a westerly aspect. 

Some people think they only have to 
have a 'good room': an adult-only zone 
with expensive furniture that is only used 
once a year. I can almost hear the ticking 
clock on the mantelpiece! But the living room can be so much 
more than this. If designed as part of your home - reflecting the 
way you actually live as opposed to how you think you might 
live - the living room can be the most important space. After all, 
why put all this expense into a 'good room' that only gets used 
at Christmas — it would be cheaper to take everyone out! 

To get the most out of your living room, you need to think 
first about how you could use and enjoy it in different scenarios: 
relaxing on your own, or entertaining family or throwing a party. 
Then design the room with those activities and needs in mind. 



Jane Burnside 
is an architect 
and author of 
Contemporary 
Design Secrets 
janedburnside 

architects.co.uk 


"It's Not a Singular Room" 

When designing rooms in a house, in- 
cluding the living room, the essential 
starting point is to think carefully about 
what you are going to use them for. 

A space should service needs, enhance 
one's living experience and it should be 
a place where people can enjoy congre- 
gating. At most, it should be somewhere 
that lifts the spirit. 

To us, the typical definition of a 
'lounge' is no longer a singular room and 
is in fact two spaces, one of which is a 
comfortable and relaxing space where friends and family can 
be together in an informal setting. We generally incorporate this 
space into an open plan layout, linked from a kitchen and dining 
space. This area should benefit from high ceilings and a feel- 
ing of airiness. We like these spaces to be surrounded by large 
sliding glass doors that open up on to a terrace, and the furni- 
ture should therefore be orientated to a view out of the space 
through to the garden and beyond. 

The other type of living room is the 'snug'; a more introverted 
space where you could spend time alone working, reading or 
watching television. A central focal point, such as a TV or fire- 
place, helps to provide a sense of retreat and solace. 



Andy Ramus, 
Director of AR 
Design Studio 
ardesiqn 
studio.co.uk 


"It Should Reflect the 
Owners' Lifestyle" 

The living room is personal and 
needs to reflect the owners' 
lifestyle — it is essential to ana- 
lyse this first. Some of us want 
to feel cosy and see the living 
room as a space for watching 
television by the fire; some of us 
want to sit and read the paper 
with big bi-fold doors opening 
on to the garden. This also re- 
lates to the location of the liv- 
ing room; some clients want to retreat to a quiet living 
area which is separate from the open plan kitchen/ 
dining area, others want to feel like it is an extension of 
the space. Both requirements can sometimes be ac- 
commodated by the use of sliding partitions, at least 
one solid wall to locate the TV and fireplace, blinds/ 
curtains to control natural light and flexible lighting. (J) 



Annie Martin, 
Architect 
anniemartin.co.uk 
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Empire 

! Bifolding Doors ^ 

Manufactures and installers of ^ 
aluminium windows and doors 

• Bi folding doors 

• Patio doors 

• Casement windows 

• Tilt & turn windows 

• With the option of integrated blinds 

• Short lead times and competitive pricing 


01733 555535 info@empire-bifolding-doors.co.uk 

www.empire-bifolding-doors.co.uk 


why cut a letter flap 
when you can have this? 




We all buy on-line but 
picking up the parcel 
can be a lottery. Not any 
more with this Sam 
Squirrel Post & Parcel 
Box. Opened by a 4 pin 
combination known 


only to the postman it now 
provides a safe depository at 
home. 

For new builds the Parcel Keep 
(below) is approved by Building 

Regs to go between the face bricks and half 
the cavity by replacing two house bricks 
horizontally^ nine courses vertically. Big 
discount for large estate orders. 


Sam Squirrel Box 

Tel -08454 63 73 63 

Mob - 0800 9788 273 

Web - www.samsquirrelbox.com 



r= i^ Fortex is the innovative, 

embossed wood effect 
PVC-U ciaddinq from Freefoam. 

The perfect alternative to timber or fibre cement in a range of subtle 
— ^ 'New England' colours. 

i ^ 

lyear For more information visit www.freefoam.com 

ant^ Tel: 01604 591110 • Email: salesd^freefoam.co.uk 


✓ Low maintenance 
/ 10 year Guarantee* 

/ UV Resistant 
/ Easy to install 

♦Refer to myfreefoam.com for terms and conditions 
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Follow us on 



Scan this QR code to 
download a copy of our 
latest brochure 



Freeroom 


Building Products 







Everybody wants a 
James Grace staircase 


James Grace is the ultimate in staircase style. Whether you want the tradition and warmth of natural wood, 
or the cutting-edge cool of steel and glass, we can create a staircase that’s unique to you. With our design 
and build service, we take care of every detail. 

We can also make it easier than ever to update your existing staircase by giving it a complete design makeover - 

in as little as 48 hours. 

Find out how a James Grace staircase can enhance your home, by calling us to arrange a free design visit, 
or requesting our latest brochure. 


lOyr 

guarantee 


r Call 0800 612 8670 JAMES GRACE /■ 

V or visit WWW.jameSgraCe.CO.uk Taking staircases to another level 




PROJECT NOTES 


Project: Barn- 
style self-build 


Location: 

Gloucestershire 


Dates: Oct 2012 
- Jul 2013 


Size: 516m^ 


Plot cost: 

£700,000 


Build cost: 

£746,000 

(£l,445/m2) 


Value: Unknown 
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HOMES BARN-STYLE SELF-BUILD 


dsffbased architect and 


'•^h. 




Exterior 

The contemporary home takes its cue from surrounding 
agricultural buildings, both in form and in cladding materials, and 
as such, appeased the planners in this stone belt region. Cor- 
ten steel clads the front elevation; Kebony timber, left untreated 
to weather to a silvery grey, and white render have been used 
to clad the rest of the house under a pitched zinc roof 



HOMES BARN-STYLE SELF-BUILD 




THE QUICK READ 

^ Robin and Miyuki Walden enlisted the services of German 
package supplier Hanse Haus to build a prefabricated 
barn-style home on a woodland site in the Cotswolds 

^ In order to appease the local planners, the Waldens' 
architect designed the home to take its cue from the nearby 
agricultural buildings, using Cor-ten steel cladding 

^ The energy-efficient home is highly insulated and airtight. 
The couple also specified a wide range of eco technologies in 
order to keep their running costs to a minimum 


A s far as package builds go, Fox Furlong - the new 
barn-style home of Robin and Miyuki Walden in 
rural Gloucestershire - is quite different from any- 
thing that has been done previously. Traditionally 
associated with prioritising process over design 
quality, ‘imported’ packages have often struggled 
to gain credibility from both planners and the design community. 
Thanks, however, to the open-minded creatives at German supplier 
Hanse Haus, along with the vision of Cotswolds-based architect 
Renato Lusardi from Studio Lusardi, Robin and Miyuki have a 
striking Cor-ten steel and timber-clad new home. It s sympathetic 
to its sensitive location too, taking the form of a contemporary barn. 

“Our journey first began when we went to one of the Homebuild- 
ing & Renovating Shows, as we were interested in self-build after 
a friend of ours had done it. After moving up from London we 
were living in a farmhouse which was very exposed to the elements 
and was so cold and cost us a fortune in heating, which is why we 
wanted to look for something which was of high quality with low ^ 










running costs,” explains Miyuki. “I spent two years looking for a 
site for us and knew we also needed an outbuilding to be used as 
a workshop for Robins ceramics business. After viewing another 
property in the village, the estate agent then showed us a 1960s 
bungalow and when we walked round the woodland site we were 
instantly charmed and made an offer.” 

The Benefits of Using a Package Company 

Visiting the Homebuilding & Renovating Shows, the couple had 
the opportunity to speak with various package suppliers and imme- 
diately realised that this was the best build route for them, offering 
both a hands-off approach and an energy-efficient home that came 
with the added benefits of a quick build time and a fixed price. “I 
knew the kind of house I wanted and I didnt have the confidence 
that the UK companies were able to provide the same standard of 
house as the German manufacturers,” says Miyuki. ‘‘The insulation 
levels, for instance, that Hanse Haus offers is significant; for me 
they were really incomparable.” 

Robin takes up the story: “The great advantage of the prefab 
system is that you are also much more aware of the final cost than 
you are with building the usual way. This was, for us, a massive 
plus. That s not to say there are no surprises, as when you start to 
add extras on to match what you really want aesthetics-wise that s 
when you notice a sharp rise in costs, but being able to visually see 
what the price is from the outset means that you don’t get hit with 
it later down the line.” 


Above: Solar Energy 

A 16 photovoltaic 3.8kW panel array has 
been installed on the south-facing pitched 
roof to generate electricity for the house 


An Individual Design 

“While Hanse Haus built the home, it was crucial we had our own 
architect as the planners insisted we respected the local Cotswolds 
style,” says Robin. “We were fortunate enough to not only have an 
architect with vision, but one who understood both modern and 
urban homes, and who was also from the Cotswolds region and 
so knew the local vernacular. Our architect Renato got it spot on. 
Once he had done the sketches he sent these off to Hanse Haus 
who gave him the parameters to work within — he had to under- 
stand their system and work with what they were able to produce 
in their factory,” explains Robin. 

“The barn style really came about through Renato,” continues 
Miyuki. “Given the location surrounded by traditional Cotswolds 
stone buildings, he suggested that an agricultural design would be 
favourable with the planners, which it was. We also didn’t like the 
idea of having too much white render and he suggested using Cor- 
ten steel to give a rustic effect, which works brilliantly. A friend of 
ours had also used Kebony cladding which we liked, and the zinc 
roof really finished it off — it also shows just how flexible Hanse 
Haus were as these aren’t materials they tend to use.” 
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VAT RECLAIM 


SELF BUILD 
CONVERSION 


• You will receive a personal visit to your home or place of work at 
your convenience as and when you're ready. 

• In an attempt to maximise your claim, we cross reference 
every document to make sure we have an invoice for each and 
every transaction. 

• We will pursue suppliers directly for copy invoices or corrections 
required, prior to submitting. 

• Our invoice only becomes due, after you have received your refund 
from HMRC. 

• The department within HMRC that oversees the claim are familiar 
with our company, our methods & procedures. 

• In over 40% of the cases we submit, we cover our entire fee in 
extra or corrected invoices we manage to retrieve. 

CONTACT US NOW FOR A FREE DO'S & DONT'S IN 
ORDER TO MAXIMISE YOUR RECLAIM 



Brookeswood’s hardwood 
door and window products 
will transform your home into 
something of real beauty. 


Homebuilding 


EHC, EDINBURGH 
24-25 OCT 2015 


STAND 


B473 


Designed and nneticulously nnanufactured 
to last, using the finest tinnber of your 
choice, our hardwood door and window 
systems, folding sliding doors, french 
doors, lanterns, portico’s and staircases 
will add real value to your home. 



Andrew Jones (The VAT Man) LTD 

54 Cwmamman Road, Garnant, Ammanford, Carmarthenshire SA18 1ND 

01269 825248 | 07816 825248 

nnagazine@vatselfbuildreclainn.co.uk 



To discover how we can transform 
your home call us now, 
or visit our website. . . 

01538361 955 
www.brookeswood.com 
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Time spent at home has a soundtrack. 

At Arado stove makes il so much richer. I he background crackle of flames 
becon^es a song of conterlmenL And when the winter wind xvhi&tles, the stove 
roars. II sets the mood ard lifts yoor spii its. Sest of all. 1 1 's a sound 
that warms your soul every lime yeu hear it 
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stoves 
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Besides the kitchen and the staircase, the couple used Hanse 
Haus for pretty much everything. “We really wanted something 
magical in the hallway and so I looked for a specialist staircase 
designer who I found with M-Tech,” says Miyuki. “I also wanted to 
be able to run my cookery school from home and so needed to be 
able to specify a large, bespoke kitchen to house demonstrations.” 

In order to design a home that met their needs, early planning 
was key. “Luckily Miyuki is an expert in space management,” says 
Robin. “All plans were drawn and she made cut-outs of our furni- 
ture to scale and moved them around the plans to work out where 
everything would go — even where the plug sockets needed to be!” 

The interiors feel spacious thanks to open plan arrangements as 
well as voids in the hallway and in the kitchen — lifting the ceiling 
to create interest, while also providing a means of communication 
when the kids are calling downstairs to place their breakfast orders! 

A Quick Build 

After flying out to visit the Hanse Haus factory in Germany to 
choose their fixtures and fittings, the house, in true prefab style, 
was built in the company’s factory before being shipped over and 
erected on site. “The team on site were so responsive and reliable,” 
says Robin. “The lorries arrived on 17 March 2013 and the roof 
was on within five days — we were moved in at the end of July. 
None of that would have been possible without the dedication 
showed by the five-man team. It s a method I really believe in 
and it s definitely one of the ways forward for building over here.” 

“We lived in the bungalow on site during the project to oversee 
everything,” says Miyuki who acted as lead throughout the build, 
with Robin acting as “tea-boy” (his words!). “Living on site is such 


Above: Kitchen Diner 

The large open plan kitchen/dining/living area acts as a 
functional yet homely space. An impressive floor-to-ceiling 
corner window at the far end overlooks the garden and wood, 
and a long window over the kitchen also gives a panoramic 
views. The kitchen has been designed to house the large 
island (where up to eight people can be seated for Miyuki's 
cookery classes). There's also a spacious walk-in pantry 
(not shown here) which provides plentiful storage too 
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Kingswood School boordi^nouS^ 
r Building Excellence Awards 201 5 


"The feeling of space, calm and comfort makes 
it the home we always wanted..." 

Richard and Catriona Tyson, Cranham Lodge 




— Ti. t til 


Best individual new home. 
Winner, Mendip Building Excellence Awards 2015 


www.batterhannmatthewsarchitects.co.uk 


Batterham Matthews architects 

Innovative and contemporary architecture, where daylight is the star of the show 


01225 851122 



DIK GEURTS WOOD FIRES AND STOVES. 
DURABLE. DEPENDABLE. DESIRABLE. 


’•O 


The new autumn range from Oik Geurts includes Insert fires 
and classic stoves in a wide range of designs and capacities. 


They have energy efficiency of up to 88% and many have 
DEFRA approval for smokeless zones. 


lO i nd a dealer visit viffivy.'.ui’ geurts. uk 
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HOMES BARN-STYLE SELF-BUILD 



a good idea,” he adds. “It was great to watch everything go up and 
to be there if anything was needed — although the team were so 
organised in knowing every detail of what they were doing I think 
they only asked us eight questions during the entire project!” 

A separate guest annexe meanwhile was being built next-door at 
the same time as the house, and was designed by the same architect, 
although the couple instead chose a local builder to complete this 
element of the project. 


Creating an Energy-Efficient Home 

Energy efficiency was a top priority for Robin and Miyuki, and the 
house has been packed with eco technology to keep costs down. 
A total of 16 photovoltaic panels line the south-facing roof, a 
borehole provides water, an air-source heat pump takes care of the 
homes heating and hot water, and a ventilation system keeps the 
temperature of the home constant. Underfloor heating throughout 
provides comfort against the wood flooring, while triple-glazed 
windows along with masses of insulation keep the home airtight. 

“The ventilation system was a good investment, but then again you 
simply cant have a house like this without one as it would be too 
stuffy,” explains Robin. “The borehole is also great and the thought 
of every tap in the house having our own water is wonderful — the 
difference in our energy bills has been signiflcant. 

“The house has come together even better than we’d imagined 
and the spaces work so well. The house was built in accordance 
with our needs and it s a real joy to live in.”© 


Above: Master Suite 

Situated off the galieried landing, the master suite 
features a large wetroom complete with separate 
WC. The sanitaryware and tiles were all specified from 
Hanse Haus's showroom at their factory in Germany 
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"ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER PETE TONKS HAS ARGUASLV BEEN RESPONSIBLE 
FOR MORE SELF’BUILT HOMES IN THE UK THAN ANYONE EUE." 


CELEBRAT[^tC 30 YEARS IN THE SEIF-BUJIO DESIGN AND PLANNING INDUSTRY 


"MY CLIENTS DRIYE MY PASSION TO MAKE THE NEKT 
PROJECT, THE BEST HOUSE I HAVE EVER DESIGNED" 

PETE TONKS 
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HOMES BARN-STYLE SELF-BUILD 


The Project 



Robin and Miyuki 
Walden 

Homeowners 


HOMEOWNER'S VIEW 

The spaces work so well — that's what's really magic about it. 
Because you're designing for yourself you're not having to 
compromise on space — all rooms have a purpose. In our old 
house we had a lot of wasted space, but not here. The only 
room we don't use everyday is the guest room. The house re- 
ally works so well for us and having two teenagers, who get to 
have their own space too. 

The house was designed to look over the wood, so the win- 
dows to the side make the most of this. The open plan kitchen, 
dining and sitting area is a huge success, which we all enjoy as 
the centre of our family life. The kitchen was designed to ac- 
commodate an island of a certain length so that it works per- 
fectly for demonstrations for the cookery business, and it's a 
space that the whole family really live in and where we spend 
time together. The void in the ceiling (which is open to the first 
floor landing) works really well as it gives more light and an 
added sense of space. One tends to focus on the rooms but 
the wide landing upstairs and the spacious hall downstairs 
make a difference too. 

We can't speak highly enough of the fast, efficient build and 
the high standards of the very detailed finish. The key to suc- 
cess with a project like this though is to take your time. You 
can't change your mind so you need to plan everything care- 
fully at the beginning and don't rush it. If you're in a hurry then 
this is not the way to do it. 


Ground Floor 


First Floor 





I 


Living 




SELECTED COSTS 


Foundations / concrete slab £70,000 

House package £591,000 

Kitchen £40,000 

Staircase £18,000 

Total £746,000 


SUPPLIERS 

Package supplier Hanse Haus 

hanse-haus.co.uk 

Architect Renato Lusardi....020 7684 7040 

Contractor Nathan Clarke 

nathanclarkebuilders.co.uk 

Groundworks POP Groundworks 

pandpgroundworks.co.uk 

Kitchen Das Kuchen Studio 

01784 438557 

Staircase M-Tech Engineering 

mtechengineering.co.uk 

Landscaping Nick Williams-Ellis Design 

01386 700883 


BUILD TIME 

Jul 10 Plot purchased 

Jan 12 Planning application submitted 

Mar 12 Planning approved 

Oct 12 Excavation work started on site 

Jan 13 Foundations completed 

Mar 13 House watertight 

July 13 Moved in 
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• High quality, high security 

& high thermal performance 

• Made-to-measure service 


Keepipy your home \A/arm, 
secure ^ lodmo ooodi! 



Call one of our team on 

01274 921 450 



or email your enquiry to 


Yorkshire Doors 




Manufactured in the UK 


info(a)yorkshire-doors.co.uk 


www.yorkshire-doors.co.uk 



desktop I mobile | tablet | store 


Shop online with us, E4/71 
Whatever. Whenever Wherever. 
www.howarth-timber.co.uk 


HOWARTH TIMBER 
a BUILDING SUPPLIES 


much more than just timber 


Roof lights, doors, paving, decking, flooring.«.there's so much more to us than 
simply timber. Visit our exciting new website where we have a huge range of great 
products and leading big brand names available at competitive prices. 












Find your dream plot 
or renovation with 
^ plotfinder.net 


Get the very best 
ideas, building and 
project advice^ 


THE ULTIMATE 

BUNDLE 

Subscribe to both plotfinder.net 
b Homebuilding b Renovating 
Magazine for 12 months 














m 


I^mebuiking 

&Renovating 


fldSTDE: 


OUR SPONSORS 



oo® 


ITOFR^ 

<3aran& and Industrial Doors 


Danilith 

HOME MADE HOMES 




SELFBUILD 

i M S U R A. N C; E 










From balustrades, columns and porticos to 
pier caps, window surrounds and custom designs 
- our high specification cast stone designs provide 
affordable elegance to any project. 

Browse our unrivalled collection online 
or call to request a catalogue. 


haddonstone.com 
H ADDONSTONE 01 604 770711 



Marvin Architectural specialise in crafted wood, alu/wood and fibreglass/ 
wood windows and doors and offer a full turn key service including 
customised window design. 


DOORS & WINDOWS DESIGN OPEN DAY at LONDON SHOWROOM 

Saturday 1 4th November 1 1 am - 3pm 
For a FREE personal consultation with a design technician on the day 
call 0208 569 8222 or email sales@marvinuk.com 


Marvin Architectural: Canal House, Catherine Wheel Road, Brentford, TW8 8BD. 

Tel: 0208 569 8222 Email: sales@marvinUK.com www.marvin-architectural.co.uk 


Kingston 

Timber Frame 


If you are looking for a Self-Build 
Timber Frame Home, then look no 
further than Kingston Timber 
Frame. 



To discuss your 
requirements or for a no 
obligation quotation please call us today on 01904 762589 


We offer all our clients 
complete personal service, 
helping you to build a 
home that will meet both 
your families needs and 
your budget! 


We are a family run company who pride ourselves on our personal 
service, providing self-build kits nationwide. 


We can offer our kits on a 
supply only basis, or 
alternatively we can offer 
you a full installation 
package. 

Kingston Timber Frame 
14 Millhill Drive, Huntington, 
York, Y032 9PU 
Tel: 01904 762589 
Fax: 01904 766686 



www.kingstontimberframe.eo.uk 
Email: info@kingstontimberframe.eo.uk 


Kingston Timber Frame - TURNING YoUR DREAMS INTO REALITY 



IMAGES: TONY HOLT DESIGN 


REMODELLING 



Before & After 


A bungalow receives a new storey and facelift. Designer Tony Holt explains how 


T he clients' budget was restricted and so instead 
of replacing this 118m^ two-bed bungalow, the 
decision was made to extend and remodel the 
property. The brief was to provide addition- 
al living space and create a modern home. A 
new storey was the solution, providing space 
for four bedrooms while allowing the internal layout of the 
ground floor to be opened up. Checks were taken early in the 
design process to confirm that the existing foundations were 
suitable to take the additional loadings of a new storey. 

The whole top floor is new and was fabricated in timber 
on site using carpenters. The principal structure was formed 
in post and beam supported on a steel 
grid at first floor level. We chose to use 
the steel grid as the bungalow was an ir- 
regular shape. But placing a rectangular 
steel grid on top meant that the new roof 
would be kept simple, which would keep 
costs down and solve the problem of the 
ground floor shape. The new storey is 
larger than the ground floor, and the steel 
grid allows for overhangs on certain ele- 
vations — offering an interesting exterior. 

The majority of the external materi- 
als were chosen for being both modern 
and low maintenance — except the cedar 


cladding, which was used sparingly to create warmth and tex- 
ture against the acrylic white render, and gives a fresh, con- 
temporary feel. We continued the modern theme by replac- 
ing the bungalow's old glazing with aluminium windows and 
doors and switched the rainwater goods for galvanised steel 
replacements. The new roof has been relaid in man-made fi- 
bre cement slate which is not only cheaper than natural slate 
but also gives a more uniform look, and by choosing a lead roll 
ridge there is a slicker finish — using a standard ridge tile would 
have made the roof look bulky. The natural stone cladding was 
the most expensive material but again this was used sparingly 
as a feature where it would provide the most impact visually. 

The property benefits from a wrap- 
around garden and so on the elevations 
breaking out to the garden we removed 
the walls and replaced them with full- 
height glazing with modern aluminium 
frames. Corner windows at ground level 
and on the new first floor have been spe- 
cifically placed to make the most of the 
different aspects on site and to capture 
certain vistas. 

Thanks to the remodel, the home now 
achieves 260m^ of accommodation with 
boosted kerb appeal and open plan living 
more suited to modern life. (5> 



Tony Holt is an architectural 
designer and chartered architectural 
technologist (tonyholt-design.co.uk) 
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Mr. Tanswell said; 



"Had numerous quotes come through 
from Anglian and Safestyle etc, but 
Yale Door offered the better hassle-free 
service and I especially liked the fact 
that I didnt have to deaf with any pushy 
soles people. Very impressed." 



Reod fiundreds more independertt Ycrie 
Door re\/fews on TrustPtfot 


Secure, stylish and insulated exterior doors 
from the home security experts. 


^ M a de-to-mea su re com posite d oors 
^ Premium Yale multi-point security 


^ No pushy salesmen in your home 
^ 0% finance available on all doors 


Built to last with a 1 0 year guarantee 


Free, speedy delivery on all orders 



Call our expert teem today: 


See our, fantastic range on our website: 




Authorised and Regulated by the ffrioncia! Conduct Authority 




SNOOK ARCHITECTS 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE 


[deas for Every Room 

In this cut-out-and-keep gallery, Natasha Brinsmead offers the 
best spatial design ideas for all the elements of your new home 

THE KITCHEN 



The Pod 

The perfect solution for cavernous open plan areas such as 
those found in barn conversions, this kitchen 'pod' utilises an 
existing wall in order to form the main body of space; it also 
incorporates units, ovens and sink. The large island helps the 

kitchen feel contained within the space too. ^ 
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AmTIfiHTMESS 


THEHMAL 

PEAFORhUNCE 


EHEHGT 

EFE1CIENCV 


SPEED OF 
COH 6 TI 1 UCTION 


Everything you 
needtocreate 
yourownhome ® ^ ^ 





scoth’anie 

timber frame I homes 


Val-U-Therm* 

Future Proai Solutions 


We provide our customers with a unique one-stop shop ser^flce, 
not only for coordinating the manufacture and deiiver>' 01 the timber 
frame structure, but also the supply of windows, external doors, 
internai door sets, stairs, architrave, skirtings, finishings insufaticn, 
plasterboard and a whole tot more. 

And with Vel-U-Therm® - Scoff reme's unique fatuity 
of advanced, closed panel, factory insulated, high 
nee wall, roof and floor systems - your 
will be significantly reduced! 


wwwMOifraitiexo.iik 


Ciutibeniauld 01236861200 Inverness 
Invenirie 01467 624440 Paignton 
Dundee 01382561772 


01463 717328 
01803267680 
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UAJOERf=l-aOR HEA^TUMG 

COMPLETE KITS 



Renewable Products Warehouse 



DIY I Design & Supply 
INCLUDED IN THE KIT 

Pre-mounted stainless steel maniflold 

compinte with nil Ihn connponRnl’R 

Underfloor heating pipe 

PE Xn/PE RT/PE RT AL PE RT 

"A" rated circulation pump 

VoTiobie speed pump 5m/6m 

3 port Mixer 

with thermoslalic sensot and unions 

Thermostat + Motorised Valve 

PTb00 with 22mm 2 port molorised valve 

Fixings 

50mm siaples/Suitable lo Moor type 


Get 5% of? your first order 

Quote “HB09" 

Valid fill 30/11/15 


Our premium kits EASY TO INSTALL 

COMPLETE Kn 
From £390.00 

catcluding VAT 
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um 


I) UNDERFLOOR 


Gei a rree;lacj^?;^i 
when 

■i90n? Ki -i 
unfii sfock Idsfe'liii. 


□1 send us your plans and we’ll do the rest 
shop@re ne wable productswa rehouse .core 

Call 0141 404 6204 




f Made in SwedenJ'P 


I I I I I I I I U ! LSHOP ONLINE 

www.renewableproductswarehouse.com 




OAKWRIGHTS 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE IDEAS FOR EVERY ROOM 


OUTSIDE 



First Floor Veranda 

Incorporating overhanging eaves Into your design provides the ideal opportunity for 
creating a balcony space that is akin to a ground floor veranda — somewhere to sit, 
sheltered from the elements, to admire the views. Using a glazed barrier, as opposed to a 
solid one or railings, allows even more light to enter into the room leading out. 
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Audio Visual Ltd 




Waterfall Audio 9n6 Soooto at 
Homebuilding Show Excel - Stand G19S. 


LAKELANP 

TIMBER FRAME 





The Stunning Waterfall Audio Glass speakers arc 
beautifully crafted 2 channel and multi channel 
products comprising six different models. 


These high end, French manufactured speakers 
sound every bit as good as they look and are an 
aud io and visuai delight for both the eye and ear 


Be sure to see and hear these during your visit. 


Sonata is the latest product in the arena of Horne 
EnterrainnnenT and comprises a range of multi- 
room audio systems, speakers, source equipment, 
and volume contrpis with BJuetPOth and Wifi 
connertivity. 

Where Sonata differs from other comparable 
products IS its ease of installation, simplicity of 
operation and affordability^ Absolutely no 
programming is required by the installer. Just 
connect and use, 

Visit our Stand for a demonstration and more 
details 


QB:0J 

• ' ? f 



2 Mount Pleasant Rd, Hastings. TN34 3SB. Tel: 01424 431 144. 
Email’ graham@showmanav,com Web: showmanav.conn 



Lakeland Timber Frame offer 
a flexible, personal service 
for professionals and 
individuals for self-build projects. 

We combine high quality craftsmanship 
and attention to detail with the latest 
developments in technology to provide 
timber framed homes and buildings for 
the 21st century. 

Contact us to find out how we can offer 
you practical, value for money timber 
frame construction solutions to suit your 
project and your budget. 



Tel: 01524 782596 
www.lakelandtimberframe.co.uk 
email: info@lakelandtimberframe.co.uk 
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A NATURAL WARMTL 


WOOD * MULTI-FUEL GAS ELECTRIC BOILER STOVES 

For more information on all Yeoman stoves, (including high output boiler 
models), please visit 


carbon 

neutral 

energy™ 






DAVID BARBOUR 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE IDEAS FOR EVERY ROOM 


THE DINING SPACE 



The Stylish Bunker 

The distinctive curved ceiling of this living/dining space draws the eye 
upwards and away from the relatively narrow proportions of the room. Using 
pale timber cladding and strategically placed windows means the space is 
well-lit and gives enticing glimpses of the exterior. 
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Nordpeis 


For over 30 years Nordpeis' woodburning stoves and fires hove 
incorporated our Norwegian design and technical expertise to ensure 
guaranteed warmth in one of Europe's coldest climates 


www.nordpeis.co.uk 



WWW. ti jgeltyas.co.uk • 01336 766618 

I HANnMAr‘>F IN YORKS Him 3 

NIGEL TYAS IRONWORK^ 


Bespoke Wine Rooms 
and Cellars 









NIGEL RIGDEN 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE IDEAS FOR EVERY ROOM 


THE LIVING AREA 



Divided Open Plan 

Open plan spaces can often suffer from a lack of storage space — or 
feel just too open to be homely. Using shelving for both storage and 
as a means of separating an open space into individual zones will 
overcome both these issues. (!) 
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A range designed especially for you with all the benefits. 


0) FIRE PERFORMANCE 

EUROCLASS A1 NON-COMBUSTIBLE 

Q EASIER TO HANDLE 

SOFT AND EASY TO HANDLE 

0) SPACE EFFICIENT 

MORE PRODUa IN LESS STORAGE SPACE 


ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCE 

MEETS THE MINIMUM 40DB REQUIREMENT 

0 THERMAL PERFORMANCE 

LOW LAMBDA AND HIGH RVALUE 


MULTI-PURPOSE 

MULTIPLE INSULATION OPTKHIS 





Visit www.fitterfriendly.co.uk 
to find your local stockist 




earthuKX}! « 

omni 



MULTI APPLICATION INSULATION 



Brinff 
the Light 

into ^ur 
Bathroom 




Don't let the changing 
season influence your 
mood, bring more 
light into your home 
by enhancing your 
bathroom's look with 
quality fittings from iflo 

B athroom manufacturer 
iflo is expanding its pre- 
mium Alamere shower 
enclosure range — ideal 
for an autumn update, 
as adding more glass fit- 
tings into your bathroom will help to 
maximise the available space by reflect- 
ing light beautifully, whether it's artificial 
or natural. 

Alamere is available in quadrant, off- 
set quadrant, sliding, pivot, and now a 
centre-fold door. It features a stunning 
semi-frameless design and is made us- 
ing 8mm premium-quality toughened 
safety glass, so is built to last. All designs 
come with concealed fixings, crystal- 
clear glass-to-glass seals and a lifetime 
guarantee. 

If you're renovating your whole 
space, why not pair an Alamere shower 
enclosure with stylish pieces from the 
Aliano furniture range? By mixing and 
matching colours and textures, you can 
create a dynamic bathroom that re- 
flects your style. 

Unlike more traditional designs, 
Aliano offers maximum flexibility. With 
a range of exceptional quality cabinets. 


worktops, basins and handles in a va- 
riety of sizes, colours and finishes, you 
have everything you need to create the 
perfect bathroom. Its attractive design 
is also highly practical: clip-on backs, 
soft-close doors, generous service 
voids for easy plumbing access, and 
concealed fixings for easy cleaning all 
add up to a durable bathroom that in- 
stallers and plumbers will love as much 
as you. 

iflo is available exclusively through 
Travis Perkins and City Plumbing Sup- 
plies. The team will help with every- 
thing, from design to choosing the right 
products. Visit iflo.co.uk to find your 
nearest branch and book an appoint- 
ment with a showroom manager. (!) 


Above: Alamere 
900mm centre-fold 
shower enclosure, 
from £699.99 
Left and below: 
Aliano two-door 
wall-hung vanity 
unit in Oak, from 
£199.99; inline 
basin, from £124.99; 
mirrored wall unit, 
£299.99; open wall 
unit in Oak, £79.99; 
two-door tower unit 
in white and grey 
gloss, from £319.99; 
wall-hung WC unit 
in white and grey 
gloss, from £169.99; 
wall-hung WC and 
seat, from £259.99 


f ooori 


[ ifl 

^ everything 

L III* 

just flows i 


Whether you're looking to remodel your 
bathroom, or simply to get inspired, visit 
the iflo stand at one of the Homebuild- 
ing and Renovating Shows taking place 
around the country this Autumn. You 
will have the opportunity to touch and 
feel iflo products, talk to the bathroom 
experts about your bathroom require- 
ments and use our free, no obligation 
bathroom design service. Visit home- 
buildinashow.co.uk for more details. 
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Rob and Claire Colwill have saved a Grade II* listed m^ieval bar 
from ruin, transforming it into a home wf ^ct^rnb T^es theb^ 
of ancient and Contemporary cranSnSnship^ ^^^ 

Words: 

Photocjraphy: Jody Stewai^^^^ 




PROJECT NOTES 


Project: Barn 
conversion 


Location 

Cornwall 


Size: 395m2 


Land cost: 

£500,000 (2010) 


Conversion cost 

£700,000 

(£l,772/m2) 


Value: 

£1.25million 
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HOMES BARN CONVERSION 



THE QUICK READ 

^ Rob and Claire Colwill have saved a Grade II* listed 
medieval tithe barn from ruin, restoring the characterful 
cruck frame trusses and converting the barn into a home 

^ The house was created from two adjoining barns, 
which Rob and Claire have Joined together with an 
impressive glass and steel roof — it brings natural 
light flooding into the house 


W hen Rob and Claire Colwill bought a 

dilapidated old stable complex by the sea, 
they took a ‘half-a-million-pounds leap 
of faith’. Most people wouldn’t have given 
the assortment of rundown buildings a 
second glance, let alone gambled a small 
fortune on them, but the rusty old farm outhouses contained a 
golden nugget — a Grade IF listed medieval barn. 

Although it was on the verge of collapse, the barn’s stunning 
cruck frame was still intact, and Rob vowed to save it from wrack 
and ruin. “Our family was growing and we wanted to move to a 
bigger home,” he says. “We were living in an Edwardian house by 
the beach in Bude, and didn’t want to move far. The barn was less 
than a kilometre away, and also had land for a large garden. We 
knew that we were taking a huge gamble, but we were confident 
we could make it work.” 


A Challenging Site 

The land and buildings, which the couple admit they bought for 
well over the asking price, came with a 10-year-old house. However, 
the site had been formerly used as a riding school and the house 
had an occupancy condition attached; it could only be lived in by 
the manager of the school. Fortunately, the family were able to 
have this condition lifted, and the house gave them a comfortable 
place to live during the conversion. 
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Above: Kitchen Diner 

The sleek contemporary kitchen is deliberately understated 
— allowing the building's structure to take centre stage. 
The AlnoStar Highline kitchen units are from Bradburys 
(they cost £460 per 600mm unit) and have been 
combined with an Antarctica Corian worktop (£425 per 
linear metre). An extra-large Big Bang Foscarini suspension 
light from Amos Lighting hangs beneath the glazed link 


Opposite: Central Atrium 

The interiors feature a mix of exposed stone walls and 
those plastered in EcoCORK and lime. At the heart 
of the house, beneath the impressive glass and steel 
roof, is the staircase, complete with steel bridge which 
connects the kitchen diner with the living area; it cost 
£20,000 from Complete Stair Systems. The ground 
floor is finished in polished concrete flooring 


Rob and Claire also agreed to wait six months for the previous 
owners to move out before eventually taking over the house. The 
delay gave them opportunity to assess the site, source an architect 
and structural engineer, and prepare the planning application to 
restore and convert the barn into one large dwelling. “The previ- 
ous owners had unsuccessfully tried to turn it into a holiday let or 
several dwellings, but we wanted to turn it into one single family 
home for us,” says Rob. 

Their plans were wholeheartedly supported by English Heritage, 
who had placed the barn on its national risk register and were keen 
to see it given a new lease of life, under the right circumstances. 
Backed by architect Martin Backs carefully considered approach, 
and with assurances that they would respect the integrity of the 
ancient building, Rob and Claire were finally granted planning 
consent to transform the barn into a 120ft-long house with high- 
vaulted ceilings. The main living area would be on the first fioor 
to maximise the impact of the timber frame. 

The barn was essentially in two halves — one side containing 
the medieval roof structure, and the other covered with a practical 
corrugated roof. The two sides would be united by a modern glass- 
and-steel mid-section — bridging the centuries. “Rather than blend 
the two sides we decided to have a very modern glass structure in 
the middle, with a glazed walkway inside, to create a very definite 
transition between the two ends of the barn,” explains Rob. 

The Conversion 

Building work began in January 2013, and the couple hired a local 
contractor they had known for years. “No one could guess what 
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problems we would face, so it was impossible to work to a fixed 
contract,” says Rob. “Fortunately, we had complete trust in the 
builder and paid by the hour.” 

By this time, the couple had sold their previous home for 
;£500,000, with the money funding the renovation budget. Rob 
project managed the build between running his estate agency and, 
with Claire, raising their three children. 

The walls of the barn were straight and true’, so a mini digger was 
used to dig up the old concrete floors, lay drains and to replace the 
floor with a waterproof membrane and concrete slab run through 
with steel mesh. “The foundations were so deep that we didn’t And 
the bottom of them, so, although we are in a wetland area, we had 
no concerns about the stability of the barn,” says Rob. 

All the lintels were repaired or replaced with timber recycled from 
the site. The rotten 6.5-metre-long oak beams were also replaced 
with new oak to create the first floor. Steel brackets were discreetly 
installed at the ends of each to serve as a hidden tie system that 
would prevent the walls bowing from the pressure of the roof. 

Next came the meticulous renovation of the stunning cruck roof 
timbers. A scaffold tower was built over the roof and sheeted with 
tarpaulin while specialist conservation carpenters dried out the 
timbers, inserting hidden steel supports where necessary in order 
to keep as many original beams as possible. “We decided it was 
better to fillet out the backs of the rotten timbers and drop steel 
plates into them so they could be repaired rather than replaced,” 
says Rob. “This way, we managed to keep 95 per cent of the original 
roof, with the remainder replaced with green oak from our own 
trees.” The medieval timbers, which were fitted with a protective 
modern rafter system over the top, took about four months to restore. 


Above: Living Room 

The medieval cruck frame has been painstakingly 
restored and is now the key feature of the first floor 
sitting room. The woodburning stove, set against the 
stone gable wall, lends a contemporary twist 


Opposite: Bedrooms and Bathrooms 

All four en suite bedrooms are located on the ground 
floor, including the generous master bedroom (opposite, 
top). "The big light oak beams and lovely side light from 
the windows make the bedrooms feel really cosy and 
luxurious," says Rob. The bathrooms feature sanitaryware 
from the Devon Bathroom Centre, alongside some 
quirky and characterful finds. "We found some old boards 
from the stables, which were covered in horse dung. We 
cleaned them up and used them to clad the bathrooms 
— they look fantastic!" explains Claire 
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AS FEATURED 
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CASE STUDY 
ON PAGE 140 


COMP' ETE 

STAIR 

SYSTEMS 


T. 01 794 522444 E. info@completestairsystems.co.uk 

www.completestairsystems.co.uk 



byngj oinery 


Beautiful Windows, Doors & Staircases 


Traditional Bespoke Timber 
Sash Windows 


Bespoke Front Entry Doors 

Timber Flush and Stormproof 
Casement Windows 

Timber Bespoke French Door & 
Bi-Fold Sets 

Timber Bespoke Staircases 


Tel: 01527 876348 | www.byngjoinery.co.uk 
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Due to strong pound, smart money now 
on German, high-performance homes 

Hatise Halts is aii premier, German supplier of turnkey, p re- manufactured, 
ultra'^high efficiency homes. Founded as a carpentry business in 1929. it 
now builds some 450 timber frame homes annually Europe-wide and has 
been active in the UK since 2006* 

Recent changes in the EUR: GBP exchange rate have made the price of 
a Hanse Haus comparable with traditional, lower-performance forms of 
construction. What was a premium product with a premium price is now 
economical in the UK, Hanse Haus customers can expect; 

Thermal efficiency values far exceeding the current standard of UK's 
housing constnjction 



Manse Haus 

Email info@hanse-haus.co.uk 
Telephone 0845 658 9780 (Local rate) 

www.hanse-haus.co, uk 


HANSE 


HAUS 


Cenau mein luhause. 


Air-cighinEss values ten times the UK legal minimum 
Advanced, sustainable heating and ventilation systems 
An energy usage around one third of a typical UK house 

The Hanse Haus system is capable of a wide variety of architectural charac- 
ters. If you would like a free, no- obligation quote for your design, contact us 
using the details below. 












First Floor 

The new house is a tale of two halves — the new A-frames 
and steel ties are a contemporary counterpoint to the ancient 
barn, with its painstakingly restored cruck frame. Small 
original openings (left) have been retained allowing in natural 
light and becoming characterful features in their own right 


The newer side of the barn was stripped of its corrugated roof, 
and the walls raised by a foot to bring them in line with the medi- 
eval barn. Five new A-frames were built to create a new roof, and 
the whole roof structure clad with salvaged Delabole rag slate; a 
material common to the local area. 

Conservation windows and doors were installed to the existing 
openings and then the gaping ends of the two sides of the barn were 
fitted with a central steel structure, ready for glazing. “There was a 
delay so we had everything fitted and close to completion — except 
for a large tarpaulin covering the middle section,” says Rob. “When 
the glass finally arrived it slotted into place like a perfect jigsaw.” 

Rob and Claire resisted moving in until all the snagging was 
completed, but it was worth the wait. “It s exceeded all our expecta- 
tions,” says Rob. “Our living space is compartmentalised, but with 
an open plan feel. We felt obliged to save the barn and to do it 
right, so it was always going to be a zero-compromise project. As a 
result, we not only have an extraordinary, stunning home, but have 
also saved a beautiful building from crumbling away.” (!) 
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MAKING 


entrance doors 5r.ta^s 

internal feature doors 
garage doors 

passive house certified doors 
made and designed in UK 

V- v; V 

urbanfront.cb.uk 



Contact us today: T- 0 1 225 8922 1 1 


E - info@windhagenco.uk www.windhagenco.uk 


AM Windhager bf^mass boilers are 
compact^ innovative and highly 
efficient. Whilst providing you with a 
cost saving on your heating bills and 
giving back a great financial return 
with the governments RHI Scheme. 


The warmer and sustainable way 
to heat your home... 


windhager 

KEAT WITH VISION 
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HOMES BARN CONVERSION 


The Project 



Martin Back, 
The Bazeley 
Partnership 

Architect 


ARCHITECT'S VIEW 

The design and development of this pro- 
ject was firstly about understanding fully 
the historic asset of the building and its 
contextual position and secondly, devel- 
oping a clear and comprehensive brief 
with Rob and Claire. From these key posi- 
tions, it was then possible to bring to- 
gether a dynamic and highly experienced 
team of consultants and specialists to 
drive the ambitions of the project to a 
successful outcome. 

Rob and Claire's brief was to sensitively 
create a contemporary family dwelling 
which focused on the use of traditional 
and heritage materials. From the outset, 
the Colwills produced a clear brief of their 
intentions, which stressed the importance 
of recognising the history of the building 
and its unique context in the locality. 
Their approach was to let the design 
evolve to continually support their brief 
while also working proactively with Eng- 
lish Heritage and the planning authority to 
secure the very best outcome for the sur- 
vival of the building. 


First Floor 



Ground Floor 


- 

1 Bath 

b 



! 

room 

1 

Office/ 

Kitchen Dining 

Bridge 

Living Room 

1 ' 

snug 




1 Utility 


— 

ID 



'U 


SUPPLIERS 


Architects The Bazeley Partnership (Bude) 


01288 355557; bazeley-architects.co.uk 

Structural engineer Paul Carpenter of PCA Consulting 

Engineers 

..01548 853097 

Building contractor Andy Rowe 

..07866 467055 

Electrician Cook Electrical 

..07970 100824 

Plumber Jason Midelton 

.07970 490023 

Medieval conservation carpenter 


Henry Russell 

...07966 777327 

Oak joinery Red Post Joinery 

..01288 381138 

Green oak timber Venables Oak 

...01630 661775 

Glass roof The Standard Patent Glazing Company 


...01924 461213 

Staircase Complete Stair Systems 

..01794 522444 

Underfloor heating 


Continental Underfloor Heating 

...01566 772322 

Bathrooms Devon Bathroom Centre 

..01392 823030 

Kitchen Bradburys (Exeter) 

..01392 825940 

Polished concrete 


JT Tiling and Flooring Specialists 

..01209 860733 

Roof slate Delabole Slate 

..01840 212242 

Lighting Amos Lighting 

..01392 677030 

SELECTED COSTS 


Fees 

£30,000 

Internal and external Joinery 

£60,000 

Medieval barn roof repair and slating 

£40,000 

Glass roof and steel 

£25,000 

Remaining roof 

£30,000 

Electrics 

£55,000 

Plumbing, including sanitaryware 

£55,000 

Kitchen and utility 

£35,000 

Polished concrete floors 

£15,000 

Garage and roundhouse 

£75,000 

Landscaping 

£150,000 
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See more of the great outdoors... 


Our top quality vvin-dov^^ a-nd stunning bi-fold or sliding doors blend In with your home 
and lifestyle giving you a clear view of your outside space. 

We an? based in Suffolk and celebrating ten years of dedication to oui industry Please visit 
www iivingwoodwindows.co uk or call Toby Golding /Antony Jackson or QI 784 764045 
or email s a lesfS I i ng wood windows. co.uk 
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Bronsciale Double Sided 


Established 1977 


country fires 


town 






s 




Thorntondole stove 




TOWN & COUNTRY FIRES are one of Britain's leading manufacturers of Multi-fuel stoves. All our stoves are very efficient, up to 84%, 
and have a good air wash to keep the glass beautifully clean. We have Defra approved stoves for smoke control areas, inset 
stoves, stoves with external air and also double-sided stoves. We are MCS and RHI approved instollers of biomass boilers 


Tel 01751 474803 www.townandcountryfires.co.uk 



DOWNLOAD THE HOMEBUILDING 

& RENOVATING APP 







YEARS^ 


Homebuilding 

&ReiK}vating 


For help, advice and inspiration for your self-build, check out 
our extensive collection of special publications available for your device 

Search Centaur Media on your app store to view the latest tablet editions 




DOWNLOAD ON IPAD, ANDROID AND KINDLE FIRE 







Kinppan 

Delivery 

Partner 


See our website for further information: 

www.claysUp.co.ukorcaii 01756 799490 


@CIJWS 

21 5 t century homes 


The future of building 
design & technology 


SiPS0 Clays have been building low 
energy (virtually NO heat required! 

SIPS houses for over 10 years. 




HOWARTH TIMBER 

8 BUILDING SUPPLIES 


Friday 13th November S015 
eiland Road Conference Centre 
Elland Road, Leeds 


Incredible offers on 
Flooring, doors, tools, 
paving, decking... 


175 TRADE DAY 

BONANZA! 

THE BIGGEST BRANDS, UNMISSABLE DEALS AND NEVER TO BE REPEATED PRICES 


Friday 13th November is going 
to be a day to remember os we 
bring you unbelievable prices and 
offers at our 175 Trade Day Bonanza. 
Taking place at the Conference 
Centre, Elland Road, Leeds, it's 
easy to get to and free to register! 


Over 50 leading brands on the dayl □ PAVESTONE 


t ;■ * 

Marshalls ?<forest 


QUICK STEP* 
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Products 
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Find out more and register now for free at www.1 75years.co.uk 



175 

CELEGRATINC 
ITS YEARS OF 
QUALITY E VALUE 











NORM ANN 

Garage and Industrial Doors 


When Your Home Matters the Doors are Hormann 


• Widest range of garage and entrance doors in the UK 

• Precision Gernnan engineering 

• Excellent security and outstanding reliability 

• Large selection of designs to match every home 


from Hormann 


HORMANN 






Bespoke glazing solutions 

itn iiMbef oUMjMitniujM ^ CoMpos>iht 

Kloeber’s advanced glazing solutions are available in bespoke or set sizes, 
with exceptional insulating values, multi-point locking and low maintenance 
finishes. View our website for further details of our extensive product range 
with solutions for all self builders and home improvers. 


■ folding sliding doors 

■ sliding doors 

■ french doors 

■ single doors 


■ windows 

■ shaped glazed screens 

■ entrance doors 

■ roof lights 


Sttitrcd liv Dniin 





Kloeber’s timber bifold doors and FunkyFront entrance doors 
are Secured by Design. 


ouf s/\oy/fooMS im Lomdomi C(X4yibfi(^e$kfc 

(X^d fof d&HXXLs 

telephone info@kloeber.co.uk 

01 487 740044 www.kloeber.co.uk 
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This section: All the practical expert advice you need to get your project underway 



Can Your Relationship 
Survive a Self-build? P.159 



Advice 

How to Insulate a Dormer pis? 



Advice 

The Rebirth of Briek P174 


Plus: 10 Ways to Stay on Budget pie? 

^ HB&R's Build Cost Calculator P.170 
^ Step-by-Step Guide to Self-build p.i9o 
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Prices from 

£3703 


parking or 
pottering? 

What would you do in yours? Garages, studios, barns, 
stables and garden structures, the possibilities are endless. 

All handmade from the hnest materials using traditional 
craftsmanship. From standard models to bespoke structures, 
we offer a full building service and self assembly options. 

At surprisingly affordable prices. 

ww w.border o ak . com/ outbuildings 

01568 708 733 or outbuildings@borderoak,com 


border oak outbuildings 







INSIGHT 


Can Your Relationship 
Survive a Self-buildr 

Building a home together will challenge even the strongest couples, so how do 
you keep both your project and relationship on track? Daisy Jeffery explains 


T here's nothing like a build- 
ing project to conjure up a 
couple's emotional issues, 
and no matter how stable 
your relationship may be, 
undertaking the unparal- 
leled stress of a self-build can throw eve- 
rything into chaos. 

Just like having a child, many couples 
believe that taking on a project of this 
nature could save the relationship, when 
the reality is that the pressure of the tasks 
involved are more likely to wind up in 
resentment, arguments and perhaps in divorce. You need to 
have a solid foundation built on communication, and a bucket 
load of trust in one another, if you're serious about tackling a 
renovation — let alone something as big as a self-build. 

According to a 2013 survey conducted by home design 
site Houzz, 46% of couples undertaking remodelling projects 
found the experience frustrating, and 12% of couples admitted 
that they considered separation or divorce during the project 
— you don't want to become one of those figures when it 
comes to your project. Speaking to life coaches, designers and 
architects who have witnessed the arguments (and break-ups) 
of couples first-hand, we explain how to take on the challenge 
of a building project without it costing you your relationship. 

PLAN AHEAD DON’T RUSH 

One of the common reasons behind on-site arguments be- 
tween couples is due to being overwhelmed with the level 
of work. Most often this will be down to poor planning. Part 
of the early planning process is knowing what you both want 
from the outset, and sticking to it. "You have to be creative and 
have fun with it — look on Pinterest, create moodboards and 
discuss these together, and eventually you should find com- 
mon themes to build on," says Laura Longville, therapist, life 
coach and co-author of Break Ground Without Breaking Up. 

Understandably this is an exciting Journey, but not one to 
be taken lightly, and rushing to start work without consider- 
ing everything properly is likely to lead to problems down the 
line and disagreements when neither of you has the answer to 
why there are gaps in the project and elements of the works 
haven't been organised ahead of schedule. "Prepare and learn 


ahead of time," encourages Laura. "Equip 
your project with a strong team and ac- 
quire a skill set to think like a contractor. 
Learn their Jargon and about their culture 
— it can provide you with a greater level 
of insight and will help you interact with 
tradespeople." 

Talking through your project in detail 
with your architect and analysing the de- 
sign from the outset can help eliminate 
stress too, as award-winning architect 
Alastair Macintryre of Mclnnes Gard- 
ner points out: "The advent of 3D mod- 
elling has taken quite a bit of the risk out of the process, as 
both partners have an equal understanding of the likely out- 
come. They have the chance to analyse and discuss potential 
changes before the project is underway and consequences of 
change become too great." 

HAVE A EINANCIAL PLAN 

Possibly the most sensitive subject surrounding a building 
project, you need to have a clear understanding of not only 
your Joint income, but your own finances and what you are 
willing and able to contribute to the build. Finance is the big- 
gest cause of arguments between couples and it is important 
to be honest with each other about what you have to spend 
on the build, as well as what you both deem acceptable to 
spend on finishing touches — one half of the couple may want 
to put money aside for a home gym, while the other might 
want to spend it on a kitchen or luxury sanitaryware. Discuss 
from the outset and be willing to compromise. 

"With money at the centre of all building projects, couples 
who don't have a detailed budget prior to starting their pro- 
ject usually end up fighting about money. Many times this 
demolishes the foundation of the project and destroys the 
relationship," explains Sandy Berendes, interior designer and 
co-author of Break Ground Without Breaking Up. "If the topic 
of money causes strife in your marriage and you decide to 
add the stress of building or remodelling, you may be creating 
a blueprint for disaster. A good starting point however is by 
getting three bids for your building project. It is good to have 
choice and not be tied to an 'either/or' option. It is important 
to get as much detail on the costs as possible upfront. This will ^ 



DAISY JEFFERY 
Daisy is the Features Editor at 
Homebuilding b Renovating 
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envirovent 



MEET THE NEW 
FAMILY ON THE BLOCK 




Introducing the next generation of 

heat recovery systems 

Joining EnviroVent’s extensive range of whole house heat 
recovery products are the energiSava 300 & 400 units and 
the ultra low-profile Slimline 1 50 & 300 range. 

With constant volume technology as standard and 
exceptionally high performance, these offer utmost ease 
of installation and peace of mind that the commissioned 
airflow will always be delivered. 



✓ 


Improves indoor air 
quality to create 
an ideal indoor 
environment 



High efficiency 
products to help 
reduce energy bills 


^ ^ Exceptionally low noise ^ ^ Summer bypass as 
levels standard 




s 0345 27 27 807 

our range of .Aft fc'Ww 2 

erISS envirovent.com 



I STOCK 


INSIGHT RELATIONSHIPS 



help reduce the amount of surprises or unexpected costs that 
come up. The bid you pick should reflect your needs, values 
and goals. It is wise to spend time preparing your budget as 
you want to make sure the bid reflects your desires. It may take 
some negotiation to get it just right, but take the extra time to 
do this as it sets the foundation for everything else." 

Once you have a definite budget in place, plan to have at 
least a 20% contingency fund to allow for extras, in the event 
of something unexpected going wrong. "By having a 20% 
cushion to be used in emergencies really can help make a dif- 
ference," says Laura Longville. "Put this contingency in a sepa- 
rate account if possible and don't think about or plan to use 
it. It's there for an emergency or unexpected costs. Most of 
the time the costs are more than what the couple is willing 
to spend, so then they have to pare down — you need to be 
sensible with your finances." 

Sandy Berendes takes up the story: "You need to be hon- 
est. There have been cases of what we call financial infidel- 
ity where the wife has asked the designer or contractor to do 
something and pays in cash, and then has them write a sepa- 
rate invoice to show the husband so he doesn't know how 
much she spent." 

TEST 'THE BOLINDAMES 

Building a house is going to test your relationship to its limits 
and not knowing how you will both cope is a worry in itself. 
Therapists across the pond in the US have taken to using a trip 
to IKEA as a 'communications test' following several couples 
admitting to fighting in the global furniture store — the idea 
being that if a couple can't even build a piece of flat-pack fur- 
niture together, then they shouldn't build something as big as 
a house. Even browsing round IKEA is said to induce stress 
among couples, with the reality of combining two individual 
lives starting to sink in — raising unspoken issues when walk- 
ing round the room set-ups, such as who's going to be doing 
the cooking in the kitchen section, and raising alarm bells for 
young couples when they approach the children's area. 

Testing out how you manage simple building tasks won't be 
as effective on simple flat-pack pieces such as a coffee table, 
but taking on larger items can be a recipe for disaster. Dr. Dur- 


vasula, a professor of psychology at California State University, 

Los Angeles, has even labelled IKEA's enormous Liatorp media 
unit 'The Divorcemaker'. The bigger the project, typically the 
greater the challenge for the relationship. 

Before embarking on your self-build, life coach Laura Long- 
ville also encourages couples to take a look at their attitudes 
towards the project. "There might be a case where you need 
to change your attitude. Do you have a 'can-do' attitude? If 
not, try to find one," she says. "Challenges will always be out 
there and your attitude and thoughts are the key holders to 
the stress you experience." 

APPOINT A DECISION MAKER 

"The ideal situation is to have most of the decisions settled 
ahead of time," says Laura Longville. "When it's not possible to 
do this, each partner may have an area of expertise where they 
are more comfortable in making decisions. For instance, the 
wife may feel more confident about the inside of the house 
and the husband may feel good about anything to do with 
the exterior of the home." In the event of handling decisions 
that cannot be addressed prior to the build, or if there are any 
disagreements during the project, then from the outset there 
should be a mutual understanding that one of you will take 
on the role of lead decision maker. If one of you is less inter- 
ested in the project and is happy to let the other take charge, 
or cannot commit wholly to the build due to work commit- 
ments, then the role of lead decision maker will naturally fall 
to the one who not only has the most time to devote to the 
project, but who is also the most interested and knowledge- 
able. If one of you is a keen DIYer and has knowledge or expe- 
rience of tackling building Jobs, liaising with trades, etc., then 
it is clear this person is best placed to take charge. 

DIVIDE RESPONSIBILITY 

A self-build will carry with it all manner of tasks, from the 
early stages of hiring contractors and laying foundations to 
the construction, first and second fix, and the final stages of 
decorating — and you will both need to be clear who will be 
responsible for the different stages and the management of 
works. This is also important as the people you're hiring will 
need to know who to answer to and liaise with. 

Start by knowing what you are most comfortable dealing 
with and what you will be confident in managing — if you feel 
anxious about overseeing certain elements then this could 
result in stress and sleepless nights. "Each person brings a 
strength and weakness to a project — have a conversation 
about what these are ahead of time and you'll avoid a lot of 
stress in the long run," says Sandy Berendes. "One may be a 
natural at picking paint colours, while the other excels with 
lighting placement." 

For some couples it may make sense to divide the prac- 
tical Jobs from the creative, leaving one partner to oversee 
the technical details while the other steps in when it comes 
to the design and finishing of the house. This is seen as the 
more traditional route. "Cliched as it may be, women take 
a more thorough interest in the practical functioning of the 
house and its internal appearance — few men take a stand ^ 
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INSIGHT RELATIONSHIPS 


on this," says Alastair MacIntyre. "In balance, men, particularly 
with evermore sophisticated smart home systems, energy and 
servicing technology and material choices, take more of an 
interest in these aspects." 

Should you both be willing to play an equal part in the man- 
agement of the build process however, without stepping on 
any toes, it can be sensible to review the tasks to be carried out 
at each stage (you can find more on this in our step-by-step 
guide to self-build on p.l90) and divide these equally, taking 
into account your other commitments such as work, family 
life, etc. If you intend to take a certain amount of time off 
work and want to be present for the early stages of the build 
then you could designate yourself to be responsible for the 
foundations, superstructure and roof stages, with your part- 
ner then taking over exterior/interior fittings, first and second 
fix, drainage, and drylining stages — then coming together to 
work on the decorating as a team. 

"If the husband takes one area of the house and the wife 
takes another area, like the kitchen, and they both design and 
decorate these how they want, then they both have their own 
flair and ideas brought together," says Sandy Berendes. Of 
course, tastes can vary — so don't go painting a room orange 
without running it by your partner first! 

REMAIN EQUAL 

There's a likelihood that you are not going to agree on eve- 
rything. From the design to the construction and the finishing 
of the house, you will need to discuss your wishes, thoughts, 
ideas and opinions before breaking ground. 

It's often thought that the architect/designer takes on the 
role of marriage councillor during the early stages of a build- 
ing project, when both parties have ideas of what they want, 
and which can both be very different. One may want a sleek, 
contemporary design with open plan spaces, interesting use 
of cladding materials and large proportions of glazing; the 
other might have a different design in mind that is more tradi- 
tional in style. You also need to discuss how each of you will 
go about using spaces within the house and finding a happy 
medium. Something as trivial as the placement of a kitchen 
island could wind up in a battle of wits. "In my experience, 
one partner has a stronger 'mind's eye' of the final building," 
explains Alastair MacIntyre. 

Discussing your attitudes towards money will also be a dif- 
ficult but necessary discussion, particularly if one of you earns 
significantly more than the other. How do you remain equal 
partners when one of you cannot financially match the oth- 
er? For the person investing more money, you don't want to 
make your partner feel inferior, neither do you want to assume 
power as a result and leave your partner out of the decision- 
making process. This will only lead to resentment. 

Finally, you both need an equal desire to do the project in 
the first place. There are some cases where the man will be 
pushing to self-build a home while the woman would not 
usually consider this route or share a willingness to be a part 
of the process. Remember that it is a shared venture and if 
you're both going to live there, then you both need to be on 
board from the outset. 


TAKEABREA'fflER 

It sounds obvious, but with all the stress of a building project, 
it is easy to forget to make time for your relationship. Life gets 
put on hold and without realising you could find yourself iso- 
lating your partner in a bid to get the walls skimmed, missing 
dinner dates due to a leaky pipe, or even worse forgetting an 
anniversary as you're too busy being stuck in 'house mode'. 

"Conflicts often arise with couples because they are totally 
consumed with the project. They don't have a life away from 
the tasks at hand. To prevent disagreements or overload it's as 
simple as taking a break. Take a break away from the day-to- 
day stress of your build or remodel," explains Laura Longville. 
"Regroup together as a couple. Spend time doing hobbies or 
activities together. Do nothing. If you're like most couples do- 
ing a self-build, your life is consumed with your project. Re- 
member that it's OK to take a breather." 

Find time in the week to dedicate your attention to your 
partner - either a couple of hours at the end of a day, or you 
may choose to take Sundays 'off' - where discussions about 
the house are off-limits and instead you focus on each other. 

ASK FOR HELP 

Nobody ever said this would be easy. There will be times dur- 
ing the project when you will simply not be able to carry all 
of the weight and you are going to need to rely on others. 
This is particularly the case if you have children, and you might 
need to call on family members to help with babysitting and 
even assistance with daily chores such as the cleaning and 
ironing which have fallen by the wayside if you're having to 
spend more time than you'd like on site. "Asking for help from 
your friends and family can go a long way to reducing stress," 
explains Laura Longville. "This could help you get the work 
done faster and enable you to have fun. Get professional help 
too. Hire someone to complete a part of the project you don't 
want to do or don't feel qualified to do." 

KEEP YOUR LOCUS 

When the going gets tough - and it will - remember why you 
wanted to build with your partner in the first place — you want 
to share this experience with them and end up with a house 
that is individual to you and you both can share and make 
memories in. Make sure you also refer back to your original 
plans to check that in all the chaos of the construction process 
that you are still going to end up with the house you originally 
both envisioned and haven't gone off track. Good luck! (!) 


• Laura and Sandy's book Break Ground 
Without Breaking Up: 7 Keys to Securing 
a Strong Relationship While Building or 
Remodelling Your Home is available to 
buy on Amazon for £9.94, or download 
the Ebook direct from 
buildremodelforcouples.com 
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10 Wc^s to Make Sure 

M)u Stay on Budget 

David Snell reveals the best ways to ensure you end up 
spending what you had originally intended on your project 


DAVID SNELL 
A 13-time self-builder, David 
has been building homes for 
50 years and is the author of 
Building Your Own Home 


ome might think that the most important ele- 
ment in a self-build or renovation project is the 
plot or house. And, indeed, they would be right 
to an extent — without that original opportunity, 
there can be no construction. 

But, in fact, the most important part of any 
project of this nature is the budget, without which no viable 
move can even be made to secure the land or house. Once 
the opportunity has been identified and its costings and price 
are known, then their deduction from the overall budget will 
dictate what is left to form the building budget. 

There are very few self-build or renovation financial disas- 
ters, simply because of the cushion of profit that most en- 
gender on resale. But there are cases where costs have been 
allowed to run ahead of budget, which make occupation of 
the new home difficult — forcing the erstwhile self-builders or 
renovators to sell up as soon as the project finished. 

In order to avoid financial disasters occurring, here are 10 
tips to take notice of and bear in mind at all times: 

Design must start with the budget 

Any wishlist presented to your chosen designer must have, at 
the very top of that list, exactly what the build budget is and 
it should be made clear from the outset that any plans drawn 
on your behalf must be capable of being 
built within and for that budget, if they 
are to be considered as fit for purpose. 

Plans which demonstrably fail to adhere 
to this criteria should not be paid for and 
you should consider how to best proceed 
— if necessary, moving on to a designer 
who can more clearly show that they un- 
derstand the budget's importance. 


Choose designers who understand costs 

Only work with designers who can demonstrate a thorough 
knowledge and understanding of costs. It's all too easy to get 
carried away with esoteric and grandiose design concepts, 
which will have a knock-on effect on costs. Yet that doesn't 
mean that the self-builder or renovator with budget restraints 
always has to put up with the boring or mundane designs. 
There are many ways of achieving that wow-factor without 
necessarily incurring significant extra costs. 

What one must avoid is the total disconnect between de- 
sign and costs that can lead to a whole lot of work, plans and 
money ending up in the bin. If you suspect that your designer 
or architect is not paying attention to costs and the budget, 
then cut loose from them as quickly as possible. 

Keep on budgeting 

The budget is not a one-off, fixed thing. You don't work out 
your budget and then simply trust that an evolving design, 
which may have seemed financially practical at the beginning, 
will continue to be so at its climax. At each stage of its evolu- 
tion, advice should be sought to make sure that the project is 
staying on budget — and if necessary a change management 
process put in place to formalise its impact on the cost plan. 

Things are going to change, even after what you may have 
thought were the final plans. Planners might insist on chang- 
es. Helpful interested parties may suggest alterations, many of 
which could make the building more attractive or more valu- 
able. However, each time there is a change, it must always be 
related back to the original costs and the budget — if some- 
thing goes up, then something else must come down. 

Keep cost savings in the kitty 

If you make a saving on one aspect of the build, don't always 
rush out to spend it in making the building bigger or by choos- 
ing more expensive external materials. 

Instead, save it and use it — if it's still 
available in the later stages of the project 
then you have the option to spend this 
on better internal fittings such as kitchen 
units, sanitaryware and flooring, once the 
principal costs have been expended. 

Having that money 'in the kitty' might 
also be of considerable help if something 


"You might want to 
consider splitting the 
project..." 
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PROJECTS BUILD COSTS 


"Always insist on any extras such as fitted wardrobes being properly 
costed and agreed in writing before they are enacted" 


unforeseen goes over budget. The chances are that most cost 
differentials are likely to be against you rather than for you — so 
make sure you pocket the ones that come in under budget. 

Always add a contingency 

Something is bound to happen during the build that may throw 
your costs out. You need a contingency to take care of the un- 
foreseens on site. Contrary to most perceptions, a contingency 
is not normally used up in one or two disasters, but is instead 
used in the gentle and general creep in prices as each trade 
progresses. If the ground is a bit soft you'll have to dig deeper. 
Digging deeper means more time excavating. It means more 
soil away and it means more concrete in the foundations. A few 
more power points, underfloor central heating instead of radia- 
tors, a better kitchen or bathroom, that's where the money goes. 

On most sites a contingency of 10% is usually sufficient. On a 
sloping site, on bad ground or where there's a basement, then 
20% might be a better amount. 

Get definitive costs as soon as possible 

You can't get definitive costs at the initial drawings stage. All 
you can do at that point is to rely on professional opinion, your 
own calculations with respect to the build cost tables published 
in the magazine (on page 170; there is also a calculator online) 
and, perhaps, the judgement of a friendly builder who's pre- 
pared to give you a rough estimate based on their experience. 

As soon as you've got dimensioned or scalable drawings, ar- 
range for one of the estimating companies (such as Estimators 
Online) who work within the industry to prepare you a full cost- 
ing breakdown, listing all of the costs for labour, plant and ma- 
terials. This is invaluable. It will, of course, demonstrate to you 
that you are on budget. But it will also be a formidable tool in 
negotiating prices with labour, builders and suppliers. 

An alternative would be to send the drawings off to a quantity 
surveyor, but that's likely to be a much more expensive option 
and the resulting information might not be directly relevant to a 
self-build or renovation project. 

Be prepared to go back to the drawing board 

Nothing is sillier than pursuing plans for a building that you 
can't afford to build. If your constant re-evaluation of the costs 
and budget prove that this is the case, don't bury your head in 
the sand. Bite the bullet and call a halt. If your strictures about 
budget have been ignored by the architect or designer, then you 
should be quite within your rights not to pay for the work done. 
In which case all you'll have lost is time. 

If the costs have increased beyond the budget due to your 
demands and unsustainable aspirations then you are culpable in 
your own misfortune. To proceed without funds will only lead 
to heartache and frustration. Listen to the advice and start the 


design process again — the extra few thousand pounds now will 
save you much more later on. 

Watch out for extras 

It is not unusual for extras to the original contract to cost 40% 
or more. If you don't watch out and you let things slide without 
checking prices, you could be in for a very nasty shock at the 
end of the project. 

Always insist on any extras, such as fitted wardrobes, more 
power points, garden walls etc., being properly costed and 
agreed in writing before they are enacted. When you then get 
the prices for the extras, relate them to your overall budget be- 
fore commissioning them. If trades or a builder does things dif- 
ferently, just because they thought it would be better, without 
your prior agreement then you're under no obligation to pay for 
them if they cost more. 

What if prices come in slightly higher than you'd hoped? 

If you had hoped to get a builder to do the whole Job and the 
prices you're getting prove to you that it is not going to be pos- 
sible, then you might consider employing direct or subcontract 
labour for the various trades, thus cutting out the builder's profit. 
It might involve you in more work and a greater responsibility 
on site, but if it gets you the home you want within your budget, 
then it's well worth consideration. The build cost table in the 
magazine will show you that savings of between 15% and 20% 
are achievable by doing this. 

On the other hand, if costs are still in excess of your budget, 
even when you've adopted this new build method, then the only 
thing to do is go back to the drawing board. 

Consider phasing the project 

Having to go back to the drawing board at this point really goes 
to show that you haven't paid the right attention to costs and 
budget. Nevertheless, in some cases, and especially if the pro- 
ject is intended as your long-term home, it might be possible 
to phase some of the work to fit in with your budget. Detached 
garages can always be built later; the expensive kitchen can wait 
a few years while you get by on a cheaper alternative; ditto with 
bathrooms. You might want to consider splitting the project into 
weathertight and fit-out stages, meaning that you can approach 
the management of these stages differently too — perhaps us- 
ing a main contractor for the first part and managing the finish- 
ing trades yourself. 


MORE COST ADVICE ONLINE 

Build Cost Calculator Build Cost Surveys 

Visit homebuildina.co.uk/costs 
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BUILD COSTS COST GUIDE 


^ The Build Cost Calculator 


A simple cost-estimating guide for people building their own home 


O ne of the most important aspects when planning your 
self-build or home renovation/extension project is 
working out how much it is going to cost. 

This figure will depend on the size and shape of the house, 
the level of your own involvement, where in the country you 
intend to build, and the materials you're going to use. If you 
can make even rough decisions about these factors, then you 
can begin to work out how much it is going to cost. 

As a very general rule of thumb, expect 
a building plot to cost between a third 
and a half of the end value of the finished 
house. The costs of building a house 
will then depend on the variables listed 
above. All building work is usually quoted 
on a cost/m^ basis. For example, a typi- 
cal new four bedroom self-built home is 
around 200m^ (with lOOm^ on two sto- 


reys) and usually varies between £900-£l,500/m2 (although 
self-builders achieve costs between £300-£3,000/m2). 

Renovation costs are more difficult to establish as they in- 
volve many variables, but allow at least £l,000-£l,300/m2 
for work. This, added to the cost of the plot/house and with 
a 10-30 per cent contingency, should result in less than the 
final end value of the house. 

The table below, based on information from the Build Cost 
Information Service (part of RICS), is up- 
dated monthly to help you work out a 
more accurate estimate (note, howev- 
er, that these figures are for build costs 
only and do not account for VAT, which 
is not charged for self-build projects). 
There is an interactive online version at 
www.homebuildina.co.uk/calculator 

which guides you through the process. (D 


HOW TO USE THE TABLE 

1 . Identify your build route from the four 
options; 2 . Identify your expected level of 
specification: 'standard', 'good' or 'excellent'; 

3 . Identify the estimated size of your finished 
house (either single or two/more storeys); 

4 . Choose your location; 5 . Multiply the figure 
by your house size (the internal floor area). 


SINGLE STOREY 


BUILD ROUTE A 

{DIY + Subbies) 

Standard Good Excellent 


BUILD ROUTE B 

(Subbies) 

Standard Good Excellent 


BUILD ROUTE C 

(Builder/Subbies) 

Standard Good Excellent 


BUILD ROUTE D 

(Main Contractor) 

Standard Good Excellent 


>90m2 

Greater London 

1212 

1402 

1686 

1283 

1484 

1785 

1354 

1567 

1884 

1426 

1649 

1984 



South-East 

1063 

1230 

1479 

1125 

1302 

1566 

1188 

1375 

1653 

1250 

1447 

1740 



1 NW, SW, East & Scotland 

966 

1119 

1345 

1023 

1185 

1425 

1080 

1251 

1504 

1137 

1317 

1583 



Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 

924 

1070 

1286 

979 

1133 

1362 

1033 

1196 

1438 

1087 

1259 

1513 


91-160m2 

Greater London 

1100 

1347 

1750 

1175 

1426 

1853 

1240 

1505 

1956 

1305 

1584 

2059 



South-East 

974 

1181 

1534 

1031 

1250 

1525 

1088 

1319 

1715 

1145 

1389 

1805 



1 NW, SW, East & Scotland 

886 

1075 

1397 

938 

1138 

1479 

990 

1201 

1562 

1042 

1264 

1644 



Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 

847 

1028 

1336 

897 

1088 

1414 

947 

1149 

1493 

997 

1209 

1572 


161m2+ 

Greater London 

988 

1296 

1626 

1046 

1372 

1721 

1104 

1449 

1817 

1162 

1525 

1913 



South-East 

866 

1136 

1426 

917 

1203 

1510 

968 

1270 

1594 

1019 

1337 

1678 



1 NW, SW, East & Scotland 

788 

1034 

1298 

835 

1095 

1375 

881 

1155 

1451 

927 

1216 

1528 



Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 

753 

989 

1241 

798 

1047 

1314 

842 

1106 

1387 

886 

1164 

1460 



TWO STOREY 

90-130m2 1 

Greater London 

1166 

1349 

1657 

1235 

1428 

1755 

1303 

1508 

1852 

1372 

1587 

1950 



South-East 

1023 

1183 

1454 

1083 

1253 

1539 

1143 

1322 

1625 

1203 

1392 

1710 



NW, SW, East & Scotland 

930 

1077 

1324 

985 

1140 

1402 

1040 

1204 

1480 

1094 

1267 

1557 



Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 

889 

1030 

1265 

942 

1091 

1339 

994 

1151 

1414 

1046 

1212 

1488 


131-220m2 

Greater London 

982 

1189 

1508 

1040 

1259 

1597 

1098 

1329 

1685 

1155 

1399 

1774 



South-East 

862 

1043 

1323 

912 

1105 

1400 

963 

1166 

1478 

1014 

1227 

1556 



NW, SW, East & Scotland 

783 

950 

1203 

830 

1005 

1274 

876 

1061 

1345 

922 

1117 

1416 



Mids, Yorks, NE& Wales 

750 

907 

1150 

794 

961 

1218 

838 

1014 

1286 

882 

1068 

1354 


221m2+ 1 

Greater London 

906 

1160 

1456 

959 

1228 

1542 

1013 

1297 

1627 

1066 

1365 

1713 



South-East 

795 

1017 

1278 

842 

1077 

1353 

889 

1137 

1428 

936 

1196 

1504 



NW, SW, East & Scotland 

723 

925 

1163 

766 

980 

1231 

808 

1034 

1299 

851 

1089 

1368 



Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 

692 

885 

1112 

733 

937 

1177 

773 

989 

1243 

814 

1041 

1308 


WANT MORE BUILD COST ADVICE? 

Visit our interactive build cost calculator online: homebuildina.co.uk/calculator 
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Self Build Insurance & 
Structural Warranties 

for the CHEAPEST quote! 




anies 




mpawes. 


Come io [Versatile for your self build 
and renouafbm financiai n^ds 
'' Compare Site insurance 
Conors Sirucfural dfarraniies 
Experienced and he^fful staff 
' ' uk Cali Centre 
Cbiidc and easy to get a quote 
' New builds, conversions, 
renovati(ms and extensions 


FREE 




USB memory stick 
with every quote! 

Simply csH w and quote^ 
this reference: 

HRM 


leefd 




www.versatileinsurance,Go.uk/HRM 
i nfo@ver sat i 1 ei nsu ran ce . co. u k 
01837 658955 

Bridge House Okehampton EX20 I DL 

* One free gift per household or business and cannot be combined 
with any other promotions. 

Vtersatiie Insurance Professionals Ltd is authorised and regglated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. 



Full Design & Build Specialist 

- Full turnkey packages, from design through to completton. 

- Fixed price contracts. 

- Based [n South Eist England^ 




Tel: 84^231 - Email; Info @Ben{arri in-Allen. co.uk 

■ Old A^arket Carden, Nyc Lane, Dltchllng, SN6 SUB - 
www,Benjamirt-Allen.co,uk 



UNDERFLOOR HEATING 



Fully integrated energy efficient 
heating systems 

Underfloor heating 
Ground and air source heat pumps 
Solar thermal panels 
DHW storage 
MVHR 

01896 668667 

We care for every project os if it were our own. 

Our expertise and technical knowledge 
will be your safety net to o successful outcome. 

We leave our clients with a warm feeling. 


26 Coopersknowe Crescent, underfloor@btinternet.com 

GALASHIELS. TD1 2DS. www.bordersunderfloor.co.uk 
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OCTOBER 


23rd - 25th 


Show Admission £12 per person or pre-book your 
FREE tickets on our website, www.nsbrc.co.uk 
and use promo code: MAGAZINE 


Special Guest 
Piers Taylor* - Award 
winning architect, 
broadcaster and A 
academic. ^ 


GREEN 

HOME 

SHOW 


Ask the Experts - FREE Consultations 
FREE Renovation House Guided Tours 
Live Practical Demonstrations 
Theatre with FREE Seminars 


Educational Zone 


Over 200 Exhibitors 


Real Life Case Studies 
Cafe & FREE Parking 

*Piers Taylor will be at the show on Saturday only 





The National Self Build & Renovation Centre 

Lydiard Fields, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN5 SUB 
0845 223 4455 www.nsbrc.co.uk 
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of Brick 



Boring old brick no more — it is quickly catching up3^Shi^ 
timber and render as an exciting cladding option o nee^a^ 
Jason Orme explains why, and how to use it well 




SIMON KENNEDY; WIENERBERGER 


INSIGHT 



JASON ORME 
The Editor of Homebuilding St 
Renovating for 11 years, Jason is an 
experienced self-builder and is currently 
renovating a 1960s home using a range 
of cladding materials, including brick 


Below 

This brilliant new home, 
designed by Tompkins Rygole 
(tompkinsrvaole.com) uses 
a Michelmersh handmade 
coarse -textured brick in plain 
red and grey-brown headers 


I t's a bit of a controversial headline, when you think about 
it. Brick, of course, has never gone away as the cladding 
material of choice for us Brits (well, except those of us 
who live in the stone belt, timber areas of East Anglia, or 
the parts of the UK where rough-cast render is the tra- 
ditional style, such as in many coastal villages and across 
Wales and Scotland — but that's by the by...). Look around most 
of our cities, towns and villages and there is a rich tradition of 
brick houses and, of course, the vast majority of new homes 
are built using brick as the primary external facing. The problem 
being that many use, quite frankly, bricks in a poor way — ei- 
ther poor choices or poor design (more on which later), or both. 
Brick has become synonymous with safety, while at the more 
interesting end of house design render, stonework and most of 
all timber cladding are part of the lexicon. 

Well, that's changing, and fast. A growing number of self- 
builders and renovators are responding to innovations in the 
brick industry — and a growing number of brick lines are re- 
sponding to changes in attitudes to house design. Kilns are re- 
opening and there's a sense that the brick industry is helping 
to shape the future, rather than recreate the past. Across both 
traditional schemes (where smaller suppliers such as Northcot 
Brick, York Handmade Brick Company and Furness Brick have 
made a worthy name for themselves) and contemporary, brick 
is back and it is being used in more interesting ways. So, whether 
your extension or new build is aping period styles or at the cut- 
ting edge of house design, it's time to take a fresh look at brick. 
Here's why (and how). 
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THREE BEAUTIFUL BRICK HOUSES 

Top: A courtyard home designed by John Lin in China is built out of two layers of brick, the 
external being largely decorative; Middle: A modernist brick home in Dublin (De Blacam 
and Meagher Architects) with a striking blend and wide 25mm joints; Bottom: A large new 
home in Northern Ireland built in Wienerberger's Mellowed Red Sovereign Stock 
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INSIGHT BRICKS 


Interesting New Bricks 

There's no shortage of choice when it comes to choosing 
bricks, with over 1,800 lines available in the UK. In truth almost 
all of these, used well, can look great. In many cases the more 
plain the brick the more striking the overall effect — a particu- 
lar trend since the 1960s has been to use plain blue/black en- 
gineering bricks on contemporary homes. Modern equivalents 
would be Wienerberger's Flashed Black or even a Staffordshire 
Smooth Blue. Even traditional-style red bricks can be reinvented 
in a contemporary context. The key is to avoid the waterstruck 
ranges (with a distinct rustic texture owing to the use of water 
as the clay is released from the mould) and look at more precise 
bricks with crisp arrises rather than softer, textured forms. 

In addition to looking at the colour and texture, the format of 
the brick itself can play a key role (closely aligned to the bond). 
One interesting innovation here is the introduction of wider, 
more horizontal profiles that are beginning to be used, such as 
Wienerberger's Megaline range (below) which comes in a wider 
288x48mm format (standard bricks are 215x65mm). The ap- 
pearance is more horizontal in nature and is of interest to those 
building more contemporary homes (it's being used on the new 
Potton Passivhaus showhome, for instance). 

Cladding in general terms has enjoyed a real revolution in re- 
cent years with concepts like GRC (glass-reinforced concrete) 
and copper cladding panels being used more often on homes 
— typically in unusual forms and using unusual textures. Bricks 
are beginning to catch up on this front, too — Wienerberger's 
Colour Fusion range, for instance, offers glazed bricks matched 
to any RAL colour. 

One last thing to consider in terms of the choice of brick it- 
self is the blend. Most contemporary schemes like to achieve 
uniformity of colour but there is a growing appreciation of the 
beauty of subtle contrast and so don't necessarily avoid the 
blends, which for years have been the sole preserve of those 
looking for a more rustic style. ^ 



Different Styles: Wienerberger's Marziale 
range (top) is used to contemporary effect 
despite its texture and colour range; 
York Handmade's long-format Maxima brick 
used on a modern home; Wienerberger's new 
Megaline (bottom) is a wide-format brick 
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Bui mer Brick 

& l^le Co. 


Specialists in purpose made bricks 
for restoration and conservation 



If we can help you please contact us at: 

Bulmer Brkk & Tile Co. The Brickfields, Butmer, 
Nr Sudbury, Suffolk COio 7EF 
Tel: 01787 269 232 - Fax: 017S7 269 040 
Email: bbt@bulmerbrickandtile.co.uk 



The Point Master Tool 

" Repair frost damdaecTmbrtar iMST ! 

. Paying[ siai^f;, V 

VZjoints,|n 25 seconds 

Brickf Pointing 

upto10m^/hour 




Easy to use 
Robust design 




WATCH 

DEMONSTRAnOJ'J 
VIDEO ONLINE! 




www.pointmaster.co.uk 


^Dispatched Same Day (5td p&p is £3.95) 

Free postage (HI 2 Of more tools 1 

Poinl Mailer tUK) Ltd. Oliver StSion Road. 
Great Chesterford, Saffron EsseKCBI 0 1 NV! 
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Furness Brick, Askam in Furness, Cumbria, LAI 6 7HF 


row\HerCU 


FURNESS 

BRJCK 

iliihAnliEHfO mi 




Tel: 01229 462411 Fax: 01229 462363 
fume s sbnck@mac.com www. fumes sbrick. co.uk 




hiv tjd 

^*The Only Specialist Brick Merchant With Triple S** 


4 


Stock 


Over 5 MUUon Bricks >i/irajr\T In Stock 
Hetd fn Two /National Depa/s 


Selection 


Over 250 Different Types Of Bricks 

Top 25 Best Seltmg Bricks fn The UK !n Stock 

Stockist Of Forticrete Cast Stone 

Service 

Ability To Mix Loads 

Cottectioif or Deiive^^ 

Brick Matching 

fSO: 9001 Registered 


Essex Depot 

Fmk 

SHffordRimd 
South Oi'ki^ndtm 
Essex 
RMIS 6RL 
Tet: 01703 2m 304 
FtLv: 020 3Sm 9990 


Minworth Depot 

t^nif tX Business: 

Maybrook Rotut 
AfinwiiFth 
WW.V/Mfljfrfc 
B76iAL 

Ter:0I2J 351 5991 
Fax: mU5t 6SS2 

fninyvorth(afheefsnwp^cih uk 


WWW, etbricks, co, uk 
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Interesting Bonds 

One of the best ways to introduce design interest into a brick 
elevation is through the bond (the pattern in which the bricks 
are laid). The most common bond you'll see on most new brick 
houses is the stretcher bond (where the brick is laid with its long, 
so-called stretcher face side by side). This bond was only really 
used en masse after the introduction of the cavity wall in the 
1920s and so those looking to use brick in new period styles are 
wise to consider the English bond (alternate rows of stretchers 
and headers) or Flemish (where each row alternates between 
stretchers and headers). 

There are, however, a range of bonds that are beginning to 
be used more frequently. The stack bond (where stretchers are 
laid one above the other, as opposed to offset in a traditional 
stretcher bond) is a mainstay of the contemporary home, of- 
ten seen on blue/black bricks. However, bolder designers might 
consider more niche tradi- 
tional bonds such as the three 
quarter bond (a stretcher pat- 
tern where the offset is mini- 
mal). The whole point being 
that the way the bricks are 
laid is just as important as the 
choice of brick itself — ignore 
the bond at your peril. ^ 



Right: Feature Bonds 

Dentil (top) and 
dogstooth (bottom) 
courses can add huge 
levels of interest, 
shadow and texture 
to flat brick walls 




Above: Brick Gets Modern 

A traditional multi-blend stock with interesting courses has 
been used on this contemporary lakeside house; Wienerberger's 
Platinum White Tovara on a contemporary home in Berkshire 
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INSIGHT BRICKS 



Old BrlckT New Architecture 

Designed by architect Darran Crawford of Line 
Tchitecture, this Belfast home shows classic Leicester Red 
Stock bricks from Ibstock used in a modern context 


Interesting Mortar 

The mortar joint accounts for around 15 per cent of the overall 
brick wall covering — so it's important to get it right. A recessed 
mortar Joint might look better with a contemporary brick while 
a bucket handle Joint might better suit a more traditional-style 
home. Either way, make sure it works for your desired design. 


COMMON 
MORTAR JOINTS 


RAKED 


FLUSH 


M 

i_ ^ L. 

STRUCK 



ROLLED 



Special Touches 
Top right: Herringbone pattern using bricks 
from Bovingdon; Right: Thin mortar Joints 
on a new build traditional home (Alex 
Oliver Associates); 
Above: Special shaped bricks create a 
great texture on a contemporary dwelling 


Interesting Designs 

Brick can be much more of a one-off feature than purely con- 
tributing to an overall effect — they can be an interesting bit 
of architectural design. An increasing number of architects are 
using off-piste patterns to make a statement, often within the 
wider context of a brick wall. These might be more convention- 
al, such as a herringbone pattern or corbelling, or more daring 
individual designs, perhaps creating shadow and texture. Think 
modern dovecote and you're almost there. (D 
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Building Components 


GREAT 

BRICKWORK 

MADE EASY 

with everyday specials 






Achieve fantastic brickwork results 
easily with Everyday specials. 


■Am 


it 


The most popular special shaped bricks 
Available in the most commonly used colours 
Quickly delivered to your local Builder’s Merchant 


Speak to your local Builders Merchant about Everyday specials today! 



For nnore infornnation please call 


or visit 










Discover the 
flexibility of 
your loft space. 


You’ll be amazed 
at the possibilities 



Econoloft is one of the country’s most respected 
loft conversion companies and as a family business 
established for over 40 years, it is considered by 
many as the loft conversion authority. 

For a FREE no obligation brochure 
or home visit, tel: 0800 269765 or 
email: sales@econoloft.co.uk 

Please quote reference: ‘HB09/15’ 


V , 

FMB 

Tlicftgncf 
building quality 


__ A '• 

Consumer/^' 
Protection jA- 
Association 




MARK 

Govgrtvfnefii EiMfomd Slandands 


www.tniat]naffc:>jarig.uk 


Planning permission rules relaxed from 1st October 2008 


ECONO 


THE LOFT CONVERSION AUTHORITY 



INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEES & DEPOSIT PROTECTION SCHEME AS STANDARD WITH EVERY CONVERSION 










The brand new 
edition of the 
’s best-seiling 
building book 


What makes the 
Housebuilder’s Bible 
such a unique resource? 


PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

What exactly is involved? How do 
you go about neclairoing VAT? Should 
you work with a general buildei* 
or just use subconti actors? What 
insurance do you need? What is a D" 
warranty? Find out whether you are 
cut out to be a project manager 

SUPERSTRUCniRE 

How is a house actually built^ What 
are the pros and cons bf using a 
factory-built home? What are the 
best types of I nsu lati on fo i’ each 
Situation? What are the comparative 
costs of brickwork v timber, or slates 
V ti les, or roof trusses v traditional 
carpentry. 


GROUNDWORKS 

Detailed look at the challenges facing 
you when you "open up the groLind". 
How to spot a difficult site? What areFf- 
the problems you need to overcome? 
How much will it all cost? 


GREEN ISSUES 

Just how much should you ‘spend 
to save? " Is tnple glaring worth it? 

And just how fer do you go with 
insulation and antightness? How does' 
Passivhaus differ fixim the Code for 
Sustainable Homes? 


/ ^ ^ r f / / 
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Come and visit our bookshop at vwwv.subscribetoday.co.uk 









1p per person per day 
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Gravity Feed 

Rainwater Management System 
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The average cost of 
electricity is less than 


5E?3J 




Create your 
own Grand 
Design 


A rare opportunity to acquire stunning selt build 
plots in a great rural location between 



Canterbury and Sandwich. Plots start at £225,000 









ProAktive 


Introducing our new look website providing faster 
quotations than ever before. Our new mobile friendly 
quotation facility will allow you to remove some sections 
of cover reducing premiums, flexible excesses and 
reduced rates for conversions/renovations and extensions. 



QUOTE 
REFERENCE 
SHOI/I^WHEN 
YOU GET A 
QUOTE 


ProAktive Selfbuild developed the first UK self build insurance policy in 
1984 and have been the industry leaders ever since. Our staff are self build 
experts who are happy to discuss your self build project and insurance 
requirements. 


Cover is underwritten 
by Aviva and includes: 

• All risks cover on materials, 
fixtures and fittings 


AVIVA 


• Cover for the existing structure 
should there be one 

• Public Liability- £5 million 

• Employers Liability- £10 million 

• £30,000 owned and £30,000 hired 
in plant 

• Access to discounts JPUKflN 
of up to 50% at Jewson 

through our exclusive partnership 

• Additional cover available for 
structural warranties 


If you are building a new structure, extending your home or converting or 
renovating something more unusual, we are able to provide a quotation 
and guidance on the risks faced as well as how to protect them. 

We pride ourselves on offering an excellent service to self builders and 
are committed to helping people ensure their project is a success. 


Call: 01 302 346 831 
www.selfbuildonline.co.uk 
Follow us: # n ® 


The ProAktive Selfbuild scheme is administered by ProAktive Ltd. Reg No. 4323903. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 








We create spaces for^u to bekpart pf ^ 

“^“liesti^s a b^po^ke Interior l^sign cpm^pany ^ecialising ip^^^^ 
~''C~'-r7/ residential arid comnleFcial projects. '^/V 

Our service is completely tailored to working on the wants, needs 
and requirements of our customers. If you are looking to gain luxuryV 
) and practicafity from your space, Hestia Design can help. W/ 

\ We are firmly focused on ensuring our projects are delivered ony^ 
tirne and on budget. Our process in dealing with design is clear and 
/concise and our experience allows us to help our customers achieve i 
// .\\ results that will exceed their expectatioris. / / ' A 


com 


+44(0)1462 658 611 
+44(0)7581 119 990 
info@hestia-design.com 
Corinne Rockall MA 
Creative Director 
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THE WARMER HOME 


How to Insulate a 
D ormer Window 

Dormer windows have traditionally been considered difficult to insulate to a high 
level. Adrian Pargeter discusses how vacuum insulated panels can provide a solution 



ADRIAN PARGETER 
Adrian is Head of Marketing 
and Product Development 
at Kingspan Insulation and 
is one of the UK's leading 
experts on insulation 




• Using a typical plywood deck 
above 50xl50mm timber joists at 
600mm centres, the deck should 
be dry and clean and graded to the 
correct fall for drainage. A vapour control layer should 
then be applied over the primed deck in accordance 
with the manufacturer instructions, ensuring the va- 
pour control layers are adequately sealed with a mini- 
mum overlap of 150mm. The vapour control layer 
should also be turned up at the roof edge to a height 
appropriate for the waterproof membrane. 


INSULATING 
A DORMER 
ROOF 


D ormer windows are an ever-popular choice, 
enabling homeowners to make the most of 
their loft space, whether they are renovating 
or self-building. This feature can add dis- 
tinction and character to a home's external 
appearance, along with space and light to 
attic rooms within. However, they are notoriously difficult to 
get right when it comes to insulation — given their complicat- 
ed designs and small build areas it can be a fiddly job to ensure 
a dormer is correctly specified and installed, which can in turn 
result in a distinct weak spot in an otherwise highly efficient 
house. So, how do you get dormer insulation right? 

Some buildings would be better 
suited to a slimmer solution 


• 60mm vacuum insulated panels (VIPs) are then in- 
stalled above this layer in a chessboard pattern with 
Joints tightly butted, and high-performance PIR insula- 
tion infills of the same thickness fitted to fill any gaps. 
The infills should also be installed at the edge of the 
roof, or where penetrations are present, in strips no 
less than 200mm wide, to account for building toler- 
ances and to provide a zone to allow for peel restraint 
mechanical fixing of the membrane. The insulation 
should be bonded using a proprietary adhesive system. 

• 25mm high-performance PIR insulation infills should 
then be bonded over this as soon as possible and a 
waterproof membrane installed over the whole insu- 
lated area including any insulation upstands. 
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MSLILATINGTHE DORMER SRDES 


• Assuming 38x63mm timber stud- 
work, 60mm VIPs should be fitted 
tight up against pre-installed oriented 
strand board (OSB) or plywood sheet- 
ing, ensuring the ViPs are flush with 
the outside surface of the studs. High- 
performance PIR insulation infills of 
the same thickness should be cut and 
used to accurately fill gaps around 
the perimeter of the cheek. Any small 
gaps which remain can then be filled 
with expanding urethane sealant. To 
keep the insulation in place, treated 
softwood battens should be nailed to 
the side of the timber studs, with care 
taken to ensure the ViPs are not punc- 
tured or damaged. 



• A vapour control 
layer should then be in- 
stalled with appropriate de- 
tailing at joints, penetrations 
and wall perimeters. In this case, a 
72.5mm thickness of premium-per- 
formance rigid phenolic insulated 
plasterboard is chosen to bring the 
wall up to the desired level of thermal 
performance. 


• Treated battens should then be 
fixed vertically to the external cheek 
wall structure along with a breath- 
able membrane. Care should be taken 
to ensure the battens and fixings co- 
incide with the studs, head rails and 


• Timber cladding can 
be fixed directly to the vertical 
battens in accordance with the manu- 
facturer's recommendations. Alterna- 
tively if render or tile-hung cladding 
are used, the relevant render carrier 
or horizontal battens can be fixed to 
the vertical battens. 


sole plates and that 
they're suitable for the 
cladding system, wind 
loading and wall design. 



Cropthorne Autonomous House 

Situated in the heart of the Worcestershire countryside, 
Cropthorne Autonomous House goes above and well beyond 
even the strict heating and energy demand requirements of 
the Passivhaus standard. Almost all of the energy is provided by 
renewables, with space heating virtually eliminated and mains 
water and drainage replaced by rainwater harvesting and com- 
posting toilets. 

While prioritising these sustainable principles, owners Mike 
Coe and Lizzie Stoodley were also firmly committed to main- 
taining a clear aesthetic vision for the property, including a dor- 
mer window on the rear north-facing roof (above). In order to 
bring this area up to the same level of thermal performance as 
the rest of the roof (it has an exceptional thermal performance 
with a U value of O.OSkW/m^), 300mm of premium-performance 
rigid phenolic insulation was installed within a plywood frame, 
forming the cheeks and roof of the dormer. A copper-clad ply- 
wood frame was then fitted outside this, creating a 300mm void 
around the insulation. 


While the dormer in this instance sits well within the dimen- 
sions and contemporary design of Cropthorne Autonomous 
House, some buildings would be better suited to a slimmer 
solution. As a result, it is worth exploring which alternatives 
could deliver the required thermal performance without greatly 
increasing the design thicknesses. One increasingly popular 
option is to use VIPs. 

Vacuum Insulated Panels (VIPs) 

VIPs feature a microporous core which is evacuated, encased 
and sealed in a thin, gas-tight envelope. This design allows them 
to achieve the required thermal performance at a fraction of the 
thickness of even premium-performance insulation solutions, 
making them ideal for dormer applications where space is criti- 
cal — such as dormer cheeks. 

Take, for example, a typical timber dormer window construc- 
tion designed to achieve a U value of O.lSkW/m^. Assuming 
38x63mm timber studwork, 60mm VIPs should be fitted tight 
up against pre-installed OSB or plywood sheeting, ensuring the 
VIPs are flush with the outside surface of the studs. High-per- 
formance PIR insulation infills of the same thickness should be 
cut and used to accurately fill gaps around the perimeter of the 
dormer cheek. Any small gaps which remain can then be filled 
with an expanding urethane sealant. To keep the insulation in 
place, treated softwood battens should be nailed to the side of 
the timber studs. 

A vapour control layer should then be installed with appropri- 
ate detailing at joints, penetrations and wall perimeters. In this 
case, a 72.5mm thickness of premium-performance rigid phe- 
nolic insulated plasterboard is chosen to bring the wall up to the 
desired level of thermal performance. (D 

• Kingspan: 01544 388601; kinqspaninsulation.co.uk 
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ecoHaus Internorm 
are the UK’s 
Market Leading 

high performance glazing 
specialists in Self Build, 
PassivHaus and Zero 
Carbon inspired projects. 

Sales, Survey, Installation - 
Nationwide 

Showrooms 

London 

Surrey 

Gloucestershire 



NEWHF210 
HOMEPURE WINDOW 

Uw 0.74 

• Timber/Aluminium Composite 

• Cost Effective 

• 48mm Triple Glazed 

• 30 Year Warranty 

• Any RAL Colour Outside 



HS330 

LIFT & SLIDE DOOR 

Ud 0.67 

• Slider upto 3.2m H x 3.0m W 

• 54mm Triple Glazed 

• Large Scale Glazing 

• PassivHaus Compliant 

• Glass to glass corners/joins 


tel: 0800 612 6519 web: www.ecohausinternorm.com email: sales@ecohausinternorm.com 






PROJECT PLANNER SELF-BUILD STEP-BY-STEP 


Self-build 
Project Planner 

However you're getting it built, you'll need to know how a house is constructed. 
Here it is, week-by-week — along with a checklist of things not to forget 


SIX WEEKS PRIOR 

^ Obtain quotations from 
service suppliers, pay them 
and book them 

^ Organise warranty 
^ Arrange site insurance 
^ Inform all prospective 
tradespeople of your schedule 
^ Construct lockable insulated 
box and fix water standpipe 
^ Check lead-in times 
for main orders 
^ Identify plant providers 
^ Identify tipping facilities 
^ Advise building control 
and warranty inspectors of 
commencement 
^ Ensure electricity and 
water is on site (usually 
arranged months in advance) 



PREPARE SITE 

^ Ground- 
workers create 
site access 

^ Clear site 
and strip vegetable soil; stacking 
material to be retained out of the way 

^ Set up site hut and equip with 
drawings and safety equipment 

^ Set up toilet 

^ Secure lock-up/lorry container 
(hired in or purchased) to be positioned 

^ Water board to bring supply 
to stopcock on boundary 
^ Plumber to connect water standpipe 
^ Surveyor marks out building 
on cleared site and transfers 
the lines to profiles well clear 
of any construction work 
^ Bring in bricks and blocks and 
stack clear of future construction 
^ Set up mixer station close to 
cement store and sand heap 



FOUNDATIONS/ 
OVERSITE 

^ Groundworkers 
excavate foundations 

^ Wait for approval 
of building control and warranty inspectors 

^ Position any reinforcement bars, 
mesh or cages in the trenches 

^ Position any compressible material or slip 
membranes required within the trenches 

^ Lay ducts for services to enter 
through the foundations 

^ Arrange foot scaffold if necessary and 
shutter for any steps in the foundations 

^ Pour concrete footings and tamp to level 

^ Obtain approval from building/ 
warranty inspectors to proceed 

^ Bricklayers build up foundation 
blockwork to damp-proof course 

^ Install cranked air vents 

^ Install drainage exit lintels 

^ Fill cavities with lean-mix concrete 
to level with external ground level 

^ Bed and lay damp-proof courses, linking 
these with any Radon membranes or barriers 



START SUPER- 
STRUCTURE 

^ Groundworkers to 
dig service trenches 
and lay pipes and 
ducts to proposed stopcock/meter positions 

^ Load out concrete floor beams 
to each bay and position 

^ Install drainage and vent 
pipes, proud of the oversite 

^ Infill floor beams with blocks 

^ Lay coursing blocks and 
position ventilator grilles 

^ Brush grout 

^ Arrange for building control/ 
warranty inspection 

^ Commence building superstructure 

^ Install templates for future 
windows and doors, etc. 

^ First lift of scaffolding required 


4“5 


SUPERSTRUCTURE 

^ Bricklayers continue 
superstructure 
brickwork 
and blockwork 
including work on any chimneys 
^ Install and bed lintels 
including fireplace lintels 
^ Install flue liners as work proceeds 
^ Build in meter boxes for gas and electricity 
^ Electrician to install temporary consumer 
unit within electricity meter box 
^ Service suppliers to carry out 
their work to the boundary 
^ Plumber to reroute water 
supply to stopcock position 
^ Electricity providers to install 
meter and connect 
^ Second scaffolding lift required 
^ Arrange crane to lift first floor 
beams onto each bay and position 
^ Position plasterboard batten clips 
^ Lay infill blocks 
^ Brush grout 


SUPER- 

STRUCTURE 

^ Continue building 
superstructure to 
wallplate level 



^ Third and then fourth lift 
of scaffolding required 

^ Wallplate to be scarfed, bedded and tied 
down with proprietary wallplate straps 

^ Warranty inspection sometimes required 

^ Carpenters to build end 
trusses as templates 

^ Continue building up gable 
ends and chimney 

^ Additional lifts of scaffolding 
required at the gable ends 

^ Plumber to fit lead flashings, 
trays and skirts to chimney 

^ Plumber to install vent pipes and flashing 
skirts as they come through the roof 

^ Bricklayers to top out and fit chimney pot 

^ Bricklayers to point chimney flashings 
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NOTE: Ail projects vary to some degree. This project is based on a house comprising: Strip foundations; Brick and biock construction with insuiated cavities; 
Ground and intermediate fioors suspended concrete; PVCu externai joinery; Trussed roof, tiied or siated; Gas fired underfioor centrai heating 



CONSTRUCT 
ROOF 

^ Carpenters 
to sling roof 
trusses, and 
trusses to be fixed down to wallplate 

^ All binders and bracing to 
be fixed at node points 

^ Layboards to be fixed to valleys 

^ Dormers to be constructed 
at this point 

^ Fascia and soffit to be fixed 
together with any necessary 
ventilation grilles or strips 
^ Warranty inspection 
sonnetimes required 
^ Any roof tanks must be 
installed at this point 



ROOF 
COVERING 

^ Roofers 
begin to 
cut and lay 
undercloaking to the verges 

^ Roofers to felt and batten 

^ Tiles/slates to be laid 

^ Ridge/hip tiles to be 
laid and bedded 

^ Valley tiles to be laid, or 
fibreglass or lead valleys to be laid 

^ Plumber to dress down 
flashings and skirtings 

^ Decorators to paint/stain 
facias, soffits and barges 



EXTERIOR 
& INTERIOR 
FITTINGS 

^ Plumbers to 
fix guttering 

^ Window suppliers to 
fit external joinery 

^ Plasterers to carry out 
any external rendering 

^ Scaffolding to come down 

^ Plumbers to fit downpipes and 
connect to drainage upstands/gullies 

^ External decoration 

^ Carpenters to commence 
first fix by fitting door linings, 
building any studwork partitioning 
and fixing window boards 

^ Carpenters to fix plasterboard 
noggings and box in vent pipes 

^ Plumber and carpenter to liaise with 
building of any necessary stands in roof 

^ Carpenter to fix loft trap 
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FIRST FIX 

^ Plumbers 
to lay flooring 
membrane 
and insulation, 
taping all joints and sealing up to 
the damp-proof course 
^ Underfloor heating (UFH) 
loops to be laid and fixed 
^ All first fix plumbing for hot and cold 
and waste within floor zones to be laid 
^ Internal gas pipework installed 
^ UFH pipework to be brought to 
manifolds and outlet positions 
^ Supply and fix company to 
pump in and lay level floor screed 
and leave for three days 
^ Protective hardboard/ 
cardboard to be laid on screed 
^ Electrician to fix carcass wiring 
for lighting and power circuits 
together with all backplates 
^ Consumer unit/units 
to be positioned 
^ Wiring taken to external 
lighting points 

^ TV aerial/satellite cables to be 
installed to required positions 

^ Internal telephone wiring to be 
installed to required positions 

^ Home entertainment/smart 
systems/alarms to be carcassed 



DRAINAGE/ 
EXTERNAL 

^ Ground- 
workers to 
begin digging 
the trenches for drainage runs 

^ Trenches backfilled to 
150mm with pea shingle 
^ Drains laid to required falls 
^ Brick/concrete section 
manholes constructed, or 
purpose-made manholes, rodding 
eyes and gullies set in runs 
^ Building inspector to 
approve laid drains 
^ Drains haunched over 
with pea shingle 
^ Drainage trenches backfilled 
^ Work to connect to main 
sewer in road to be carried out 
by approved contractors 
^ Carpenter to finish boxings and 
noggings ready for plasterer 
^ Groundworkers to commence 
driveways and pathways 
^ Bricklayer to build any 
fireplaces and hearths 
^ Gas meter to be installed 
and connected 

^ Plumbers and electricians to liaise 
on all cross bonding and earthing 




CEILINGS/ 

DRY LINING 

^ Main staircase 
to be fitted by 
the carpenter 
and protectively covered 

^ Dryliners/plasterers tack ceilings 

^ All external and blockwork walls lined 
with plasterboard on dots and dabs 

^ All studwork walls and pipe 
boxings tacked with plasterboard 

^ All Joints and angles filled and scrim taped 

^ All abutments of differential 
materials Jointed with mesh 

^ All Joinery to be sealed internally 
and externally with mastic 

^ Dryliners/plasterers to skim 
coat all walls and ceilings 

^ Decorator to paint/treat backs 
of all skirting and architraves 

^ All roofing insulation to be installed 

SECOND FIX 
CARPENTRY 

^ Carpenters hang 
internal doors 

^ Skirting and 
architrave to be fitted by carpenters 

^ Bottom tread of staircase to be fitted, 
balustrading and handrails to be fitted, 
as well as linen cupboard shelving 

^ Final fit of loft trap door and ladder 

^ Timber floors to be laid by carpenters 
or specialists and protected 

^ Ceramic floor tiles to be laid by 
specialist tilers and protected 

^ Carpenters/specialist suppliers to fit/build 
built-in bedroom and bathroom furniture 

^ Kitchen units to be fitted 

SECOND FIX 

^ All wiring connected 
to consumer unit 

^ Boiler to be 
positioned, 
plumbed and then wired in 

^ Sink units to be plumbed in, 
earthed and cross bonded 

^ All sanitaryware to be fitted and plumbed in 

^ Radiators and towel rails to 
be fitted and plumbed in 

^ Underfloor heating loops to 
be connected to manifolds 

^ Electrician to check cross bonding and 
earthing to all sanitaryware, sinks, radiators, etc. 

^ Boiler to be wired in; 
control systems and room 
thermostats to be wired in 

^ Plumber and electrician to attend 
firing up and commissioning of boiler 

^ All pipework and connections to be 
flushed through and pressure tested 

^ Central heating to be left on 'test' 
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PROJECT PLANNER SELF-BUILD STEP-BY-STEP 
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DECORATING 

^ Worktops, made 
from the previously 
taken templates, 
to be fitted 

^ House to be thoroughly cleaned with 
all debris and dust removed to outside 

^ Decorators to snag any holes, blemishes 
or rough patches on walls, making good 

^ Internal timber to be sanded smooth 
or rubbed down with wire wool 

^ Decorators to paint all walls and 
ceilings, mist plus two coats of emulsion 

^ Internal timber to be knotted, painted, 
primed, undercoated and top coat glazed, 
or internal timber to be two-coat stained 

^ Specialist tilers to fix ceramic wall 
tiles to kitchen and utility rooms 

^ Baths to be filled, in order to settle, 
before tilers fix any wall/splashback tiles 

^ Water meter to be installed 



LANDSCAPING 

^ Groundworkers 
or landscape 
gardeners 
to level the 

ground and prepare 

^ Topsoil from storage to be 
placed where required, with 
extra shipped if necessary 

^ Site hut to be removed or re-sited 
if intended for use as a garden shed 

^ Secure site storage to be sold 
off or returned to hirers 

^ Groundworkers to complete 
driveway surface 

^ Patio slabs to be laid 

^ Bricklayers to build any required 
dwarf/decorative walling 

^ Lawned areas to be levelled 
ready for seeding or turfed 

^ Approved contractors to complete 
any bellmouth and kerbing to road 

^ Telephone company to connect 

^ Contractors to install TV 
aerials and/or satellite dishes 

^ All trades return for any snags 

^ Carpets to be laid 



COMPLETION 

^ Whole house 
to be thoroughly 
cleaned out 

^ All windows 
polished and all labels removed 
from glass and appliances 

^ All polystyrene packing to 
be removed from cookers 

^ All stabilising bolts to be removed 
from washing machines/driers 

^ Site toilet and any remaining 
plant on hire to be off-hired 

^ Readings to be taken on all meters 

^ Central heating switched to 'run' 

^ Local authority to be advised 
of completion to arrange for 
Council Tax valuation 

^ Energy Performance Certificate to be 
prepared and sent to building control 

^ Building control final inspection and 
issuing of Completion Certificate 

^ Warranty inspectors final 
inspection and issuing of warranty 

^ Arrange protective covering for floor 
surfaces prior to delivery of furniture 

^ Switch self-build site insurance 
policy to homeowners' policy o 


A Self-builder’s Cheeklist 

Things to make sure you do — before and after you start 


^ Ensure that planning permission 
has been obtained prior to 
commencement of works 

Do not arrange to start work 
until all conditions within the 
consent have been discharged 

Do not start work until/ 
unless a Building Regulations 
application has been lodged 

^ Send off for quotations for services 
and utilities as soon as possible 
^ When you get the quotations, 
accept them and agree a 
timescale for their work 

If you can't get mains water 
in time, arrange a hosepipe with 
a neighbour or hire a bowser 
^ Organise hire of any plant, 
lock-ups and toilets 
^ Create accounts with local 
builders' merchants and ready- 
mixed concrete suppliers 

Check lead-in times for materials 
and add them to your project planning 
Check availability of chosen 
trades/builders and plan 
your project accordingly 


^ Arrange self-build site insurance 

^ Arrange warranty providers 

Send in notice of commencement 
of work to building control 
and warranty providers 
Ascertain where and how 
spoil will be disposed of 
^ Identify plant hire outlets, 
including concrete pumps 
^ Be aware that reinforcement may be 
required in the foundations. Mesh and 
bar are easily obtainable but made- 
up cages will have a lead-in time 
Plan where materials 
will be stored on site 

Set up the mixer station in a 
position where it can be replenished 
with sand and cement 
^ Order the floor beams 
well in advance 

^ Arrange the scaffolders in good time 

^ Start to choose second fix items 
and kitchens etc. by at least week 11 

Finalise electrical outlet 
positions etc. by at least week 13 

Identify and commission an 
approved contractor for any 


work within the Highway 

^ Don't forget that board or 
trestle scaffolding will be needed 
internally by the plasterers 

Run central heating on a low 
'test' setting when installed 

Don't let the painters and 
decorators start or continue 
work in a dirty house — clean 
it thoroughly beforehand 

^ Badger all trades to get back before 
completion to snag their work and 
hold final payment until they do 
Off-hire plant and toilets 
as soon as practicable 

Your last tranche of mortgage 
money will depend on the provision 
of an Energy Performance Certificate, 
a Completion Certificate from 
building control and a Warranty 
Certificate from the providers 
^ Take meter readings before 
moving in and switch central 
heating to 'run' when moving in 
Inform your local authority 
when you move in and arrange 
for a Council Tax valuation 
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Aalco markets contemporary stainless steel handrail systems from Italy's leading 
manufacturen lAM Design. They are Innovative, design-led railing systems and glass 
balustrades rnanufactured and tested to the highest standards. 

The products can be used as supports and handrails on steps and stairways, and as 
safety barriers for balconies and between floor levels and to guard swimming pools. 

The Aalco stainless steel railing systems and glass balustrades are already installed in 
homes, designer' shops, hotels and restaurants, There are installations in commercial 
offices and public buildings, museums, stadiums, and around public swimming pools. 

Working with expert installers, Aalco offers an unrivalled service to the homeowner 
from site surveys and design proposals to the manufacture of bespoke products for 
‘statement' installations. 

For an initial, no-obligation discussion, call.... 

Ian Finney on 07557 288700 

www.aalco.co.uk/products/handrail.aspx 




Aalco - the UK’s sole distributor 
of I AM Design Handrail S/stenns 










Yeoman Rainquard » 
Ornamental * 
Ear Bands... 


...the latest 
addition to our 
XL accessories. 


CAST IRON • COPPER 
ZINC • STAINLESS STEEL 


Follow US on: 


YEOMAN 

RAINGUARD 

RAINWATER SYSTEMS 


Brochure 

available 


T: 0113 279 5854 W: www.rainguard.co.uk E: sallyann@rainguard.co.uk 


GYPSOL anhydrite screed binder. The new name from an established manufacturer. 


G YPSOL 



GYPSOL anhydrite floor screed binder is manufactured from the waste material of the 
acid production and chemical industries to exacting standards to BS:EN:13454 by Francis 
Flower (Northern) Ltd, the only wholly UK based independent manufacturer of anhydrite 
floor screed binders. Flaving our own production facilities based in the UK and operating 
24 hours per day if necessary puts us in a unique and un-equalled position to supply the 
needs of our customers. GYPSOL anhydrite flooring screed binder is manufactured under 
ISO 9001 quality assurance scheme and is CE certified so that you can be assured that the 
product meets the stringent quality standards you would expect within your project. 

GYPSOL anhydrite binder is used by our manufacturing partners as the primary ingredient 
in their high quality flowing self compacting liquid screeds. GYPSOL pumpable self 
smoothing screeds such as Cemex Supaflo, Flope Construction Materials Gypscreed, 
Aggregate Industries Flighflow and -iquid Screed from CES Quarry Products in Ireland 
offer a cost effective and environmentally friendly alternative to labour intensive and 
problematic traditional sand cement screeds. Flowing floor screeds continue to become 
increasingly popular. It is estimated that around 25% of the current UK screed market is 
anhydrite based pumped screed and this is increasing at a dramatic rate. 

GYPSOL flowing screeds are available in various formats including Classic, Modular, 
Summit, TimBRe, and the most recent addition to the range Thermal Screed. All are 
suitable for use in all types of construction including floating, bonded and un-bonded 
construction. GYPSOL screeds can be used with or without underfloor heating both 
warm water and electric. Well suited to all building types including traditional masonry, 
timber frame, light weight steel frame and easily installed in either single or multiple story 
buildings GYPSOL offers a perfect flooring system for any project regardless of 
size or location. 


T. 01928 574574 www.gypsol.co.uk 









LOCKEDUP 

MONITORED SECURITY 


■■MrautMlMr 

WIRE FREE CAMERAS 


Sleek and stylish touch screen 
keypad will add security in a 
class of its own to your home. 
Add cameras indoor or outdoor 
recording visual and audio 
(up to 400 metre range!) to 
your wire free alarm system 
providing complete protection. 

Real time viewing using 
Apps as well as arming and 
disarming sending images on 
activation and/or 24 hour 365 
day station monitoring. Uses 
radio military encryption and 
not Wi-Fi with up to 7 year 
battery life sending images via 
broadband or sim card or both. 
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Camera combined intruder detector saves 
fitting two devices. 

Battery operated so no wires, no mess, 

no fuss. 


So call now to have the latest wire 
free system installed in your home 

Visit our smart zone feature 
stand F181 London Homebuilding & 
Renovating Show and Stand 146 
The Northern Homebuilding & 
Renovating Show Harrogate 2015 


0808 1 00 01 01 

e: enquiries@lockedupltd.com 
w: www.lockeduphomesecurity.com 





Windows 


CLAD 



Come & see us at the 


En November! 


tel: 01484 461705 

Maatoreno.ijk 


FREE 

Green Building 
& DtY tips 
on our 
website 


Whether you are building your dream I 
eco home from scratch or insulating ' 
your attic, Green Suiidirtg Store has the 
products and technical expertise to help 




QUALITY TIMBER CLADDING 


Q-Clad pre-painted, fine sawn, 
featheredge (rebated) timber 
cladding. Available in white 
or black. PEFC certified 



QUALI rY CiAHOfeN 


Q-Deck Multi-purpose 
Screening lath. An easy way 
to create great looking privacy 
garden screening and deck 
balustrading. 





DECK 


QUAUTY DiCKlNG PftOtiyCT^ 


Q-Deck decking comes in a wide 
variety of styles and finishes. 
Choose from: hardwood, 
softwood, anti-slip, thermowood 
and wood plastic composite. 



Hofteers in tow energy building for over 20 years ■■■ Buy online via www.qualitydecking.co.uk 

■■ Tel: (0800) 849 6339 (Mon-Fri 9-5pm) 



SELFBUILD 

& CONTRACT FLOORS LTD 



Underfloor Heating 
& Flowing Screed 
On-time 
Right-first-time 


Homebuilding 

q SkovJ 

HIC, HARROGATE STAND 
6-8 NOV 2015 C236 


We specialise in a wide range of projects including: 

• Self Builds • Barn Conversions 

• New Builds • Extensions 

• Renovation Projects • Basement Conversions 


Visit: www.selfbuildfloors.co.uk 
Email: info@selfbuildfloors.co.uk 
Phone: 0114 231 5937 
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TIMBER 

INNOVATION^ 


Timber Frame 

Design, Manufacture, Install 

Call: 0121 314 7735 

vvvvw.timberinnovations.co.uk 


Timber Innovations are specialist Self Build Timber Frame 
manufacturers, providing the design, manufacture and 
installation of timber frame, SIPs and Oak Frame dwellings, 
bespoke timber roofs, roof trusses and engineered floors. 

New Architectural Department: 

Working Drawings • Building regulations • Energy Assessments • Cost Plans 

Contact us today with your requirements. 


C 


hbr@timbermnovations.co.uk 

® o o 

WB Timber Innovations Ltd 

Units 18 & 19 I Monkspath Business Park 
Highlands Road | Solihull 
West Midlands | B90 4NZ 
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RainCell 

RAINWATER HARVESTING SYSTEM 
FOR THE HOME AND GARDEN 


Happily for everyone the new Morsh Raincell is the 
simplest most reliable and cost effective rainwater 
harvesting system on the market. 

With storage capacities up to 6QOQ litia? tha Raincall 
system acrammocfates most household roof si^es and 
off actively distributes doan recycled rainwater to ^ 

the home and garden, allowing you to save up 
to 5Q% of your metered water costs^ 


RAINCELL TANK BENEFITS 
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BHfrbl-f VYA'l MJt 


MADEJN 
^ BRITAIN 


MARSH 


+44 (0)1933 654582 | sales@marshindustties.co.uk ; www.marshin(iustne5.co.uk 



FINISHES 

A family run company who 
specialise in competitively 
priced external wall insulation 
and anti crack render systems 
for use on timber frame buildings. 

Domestic and commercial 
projects undertaken, 

www.djpfinishes.co.uk 

info@djpfinishes.co.uk 






CLASSIFIED 


BLINDS & AWNINGS 



PLANNING 

Chartered Planning & Development 

Your one stop planning service. 

The planning process doesn’t have to be a 
hurdle. We specialise in gaining planning 
permiseion^ and producing architectural plana 
for the home, workplace and ttie project rtationwkje. For helpful, friendly 
advice designed to get the most from your budget come and see us at the 
following Hamebuilding & Renovating Shows. 

Stand 402, HiC, Harrogate, Stand S14 

6-8 Hdv 201 5 Bath & West Showground, Somerset 

21 -22 Nov 2015 

Call 01 543 571T18 or email: 
m a i next p ha sede ve to pm en t .co,u k 
WWW nextphased evelopme n t co . uk 


KITCHENS WORKTOPS 




Surveyors 


NEXT PHASE 

PIA^klFJil^aR^ IlFVFItl Rht K N 1 



CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS 



01233 665107 carla@tbelectrical.org.uk 


WINDOW FILM 



.. wiDdow film & wall sUcketrs «■ 

wwwbruine.co.iik 


BATHROOM & KITCHEN EXTRACTORS 



iCC'N* 

The stylish face of ventiialion 

Unique, Discreet, 
Quiet! 


Toilet, Bathroom & 
Kitchen extract 


Call : 01494 S60 800 Visit: airflow.com 


AIRFLOW S 



To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk 









STAIRCASES 



FLIGHT DESIGN 

STAIRCASES | BALUSTRADE | ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES 
TEL: 020 8980 1 000 I W W W. F L I G H TD E S I G N . CO . U K 



BUILDING 

CONTROL 

Vi&it us online today for 
more information at 
www.jhai.co.iik 


BATHROOMS 



What makes an Albion Bath unique? 

Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel.... 


Aegean bath shown - 2 sizes available 

Request your brochure on 0 1 255 83 1 605 

or go to: www.albionbathco.conn 


ALBION 

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory 


SWITCHES & SOCKETS 





renaiswiicn? 


light switches dimmer switches plug sockets 



1 1 



silver black white geld 

Are you ready to switeh to Trend i? 


KIT HOMES 



Buildings like these are affordable because our efficient quick 
build system means the cost of labour is reduced to half that 
of a conventional build... 



For more information email us at sales@canasiphome.co.uk 
with your details and we will be happy to assist you. 
Alternatively you can phone our office on 01 361 883917 or 
ring Mike Sims on 0743 263 1743. 


ARCHITECTURAL METALWORKS 


Specialist Architectural 
Metalworkers 

. DESIGN . MANUFACTURE . SUPPLY . 



Balustrades • Handrails • Canopies • Balconies 
Toughened Glass • Staircases 'Wrought Iron • Home Security 


Buy online at diometonMne.co.uk 

T. 01 14 2439009 E. sales(S)diometonline.co.uk 


To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk 
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CLASSIFIED 


STAIR PARTS 


SOCKETS & SWITCHES 



Sockets & Switches 
Lighting • Hatxlware 


Bromleighs 

A}iything less is a compromise 




T: 01208 79490 
www.bromleighs.com 


Tel: 01268 284000 www.ukstairparts.co.uk 


nr?STAIR PARTS 

Quality Stair Parts & Flooring 


• High Quality Staircase Components 

• Any Timber or Design 

• Solid Oak Stair Treads and Risers 

• 22mm Engineered Oak Flooring 

• Established 30 years 

• Delivery across the UK 

At UK Stair Parts, our aim is to supply you with not only the very best in 
quality staircase components at the lowest price possible, but with a high 
standard of customer service. The knowledge we have as a company and the 
advice available is paramount to a successful outcome. 


WOOD PROTECTION 



UV Protection Factor 1 2 




a 


a 


Maintains the naturai coiour of the wood 


and iimits the greying process 


> Prolongs wood lifetime 

> Algae and fungal decay protection 

> Transparent 425 Oak finish and 
428 Cedar finish now available 



Call or visit 
the web for 
stockists. 


+44 ( 0)1296 481 220 
WWW. osmouk. com 



Oak UV- 
Prot«ction-Oii 


osmo 


)T 


FLOORING - WOOD 



Harrogate Flooring Co. Ltd. 

Top Quality Hardwood Flooring Direct 

www.JustWoodFlooring.com 


Engineered wood flooring up to 300mm width 
Solid oak parquet ■ Professional installation 




& 


Harrogate Flooring Co. Ltd. 

Poplar Road • Full Sutton Ind. Est. • Full Sutton 
York • Y041 IHS • Tel: 01865 522910 
Email: info@justwoodflooring.com 
Web: www.justwoodflooring.com 




To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h. foxOcentaur.co.uk 










DOOR ACCESSORIES 


KIT HOMES 


doprstuff.co.ub 


f ~ but il^elaobr 


ilioSftadoof^eor | pocka^ooars | Ircnnftlesj gloss | fotding syst«mj occ4iU0flas 



model shown: Rustic 80 


rfTRUSTPILOT 

QDDQQ « 0207 099 2822 

1 0 Bhiary Court. BfixiAneodow Est. Ti^nmoulti T'014 VFA 



COTTAGE 

k;t home$ 


Choose one of oii^7Tottages or design your own 

One concept, many, many options 


COTTAGEKITHOMES.COM 


UNDERFLOOR HEATING 



Unlimited 


u 


Cost effective solutions For Residential S Commercial Buildings 



tion . Underfloor Heats ng . Heat Recovery Ventiiatiorv . Insulation . Underfioor Heating , Heat Recovery Venti let ron , insuJation . Underfloor Heatii 


Underfloor Heating 

Systems From as little as: 


Full Heat Recovery 
Ventilation Systems 

From as little as: 


Inc VAT + Delivery 


loor Heating . Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation . Undernoor Heating . Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation . Underfloor Heating . Heat R 


PHONE FOR A FREE QUOTE 


□^636 630 


PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE! 


□R For Competetive Quotes Email; Sale5@bhfunlimited.c0.uk 
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kiT i-inMP<; 


CARAVANS 




Architecturally designed kit homes 


’A'wv/, h ebrideanhomes. com 


0141 550 7360 


STRUCTURAL 



the unique loft conversion & flooring system 


LABC 


Forget steel beams and cranes - 
TeleBeam is the new way of converting 
lofts in modern properties with roof 
trusses. It is the first pre-fabricated 
lightweight and adaptable system 
which deals with a wide range of 
roof spans and pitches. TeleBeams 
have LABC Registered Systems 
Approval giving you peace of mind. 


www.telebeam.co.uk 
01380 739000 


LIGHTING 


^arscape 

Fibre Optic & LED Lighting 

We're enthusiastic about fibre 
optic lighting, and we're 
confident that once you've 
seen the 70-plus case studies 
on our website, you'll be 
eager to explore the 
possibilities we can offer. 

Whether it's simple domestic 
star ceilings, intriguing bathroom lighting, classy home 
cinema lighting or major commercial projects, we offer 
advice, supply and installation. 

E: info@starscape.co.uk T: 01 289 332900 

www.sta r sea pe.co.uk 

Woodside, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD1 5 2SY 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 





OFFERING THE SELF- BUILDER 
NEW CHOICE 


BUILDING YOUR OWN HOME? 
WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO LIVE? 

CARAVAN HIRE UK SPECIALISES IN THE HIRE 
OF CARAVANS FOR TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION 
AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE, 

1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM LAYOUTS, 

UTILITY ROOM OPTION. 

NATIONWIDE SERVICE. 


PHONE FOR INFORMATION PACK. 

CARAVAN HIRE UK, ABERYSTWYTH 
Tel: 01970 626920 


SIPS 



Passive Low Energy SIPs Design + Construction 


• Af cwTiffd ScvttiBh 
CQrnpany ■ oovora lha wh^lv UK 

it In 200rnifii PU SIPto 

• Higti liHulatkHi exceeds passive 
AtniKlard 

• Fixed Pfice quotBliene 
ifgaagn, supply and eredidn 

• Wind +wirtartialit chetl cplkm - 
peElTaet fcruirbuird 

• We ettn quote for SIPs shell for 
yourexietng dasigfi 


HEATING 





agadon 

heat & design 

DESIGNER RADIATORS 

We now bring you 
the very latest FAR 
infrared-powered 
designer radiators 

SALE NOW ON! 

Sale prices starting 
from only £175. 

Standard, glass 
and mirror optio 

Call 0845 450 
www.agadon 


FI REPLACES 

PlNCKNRY GuF.EN 


Stone I Fire I Wood 



Natural Stone Fireplaces 


01179 372 555 

www.pinckneygreen.eo.uk 


INSULATION 



^direct ECAP 

the Innovative External 
Wall Insulation 

Tel: 01369 702070 Email: info@gti-direct.com 

www.gti-direct.com 
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ECO BUILDING SYSTEMS 


STOVES 


eco logical 

BUILDING SYSTEMS 

We're experts in airtightness and 
natural insulation and can help you 
to achieve a comfortable, healthy, 
low energy home with our range of 
ecological building products. 



T 01228 71 151 1 

! info@ecDlogicalbuifding5ystems,com 

www.ecologicalbuilclingsystems.com 


PUREVISigiN 



THE NEW PUREVISON HD 

RANGE OF STOVES FROM FIRELINE 


Amongst the most technologi cally 
advanced stoves in Europe^H 


for more information vis 


https://bit.ly/PurevisonHBR 


or call 0845 519 599 


Charlton & Jenrick™ 

Best of British fires, fireplaces & stoves 

For expert advice and new product information 
follow us on Twitter 3#- @cJfires 


ALUMINIUM DOORS & WINDOWS GARAGE DOORS 



GARADOR TURNS UP THE HEAT 


Garador's newly launched FrontGuard Plus range of front entrance doors 
is the perfect answer for the coming winter weather. 

Along with eye-catching modern looks, the FrontGuard Plus range offers 
outstanding thermal performance. The doors have been specially 
constructed with an aluminium frame and strong steel face complete with 
solid dense polyurethane foam infill. Precision engineered frame and door 
seals help to reduce heat loss and eliminate thermal bridges. Together with 
water tight rubber seals on all four sides of the door panel and durable 
triple rubber seal on the bottom of the door, the worst winter weather 
will be kept at bay. 

All FrontGuard Plus doors are built with shatterproof glazing as standard, 
are available in a choice of colours and wood effect finishes and come with 
3 way adjustable hinges for quick and easy installation. 

Find out more from Garador on 01 935 443706 
or visit www.garador.co.uk 



Clifford Lewis 

Be^ock., Windows Doons & Cuttain Waliir 


www.cliffordlewis.co.uk 


Telephone: 0 1 b i 653 8900 
Email: info@cliffordlevvis.co.uk 
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COOKERS 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 



Oil, Gas & Eectric Aga Cookers from £2500 
01565 S30 8K5 


LOCKS 



Family business with over 20 years’ experience producing a huge 
range of handmade locks, keys and ironmongery. Specialists in repair, 
refurbishment, reproduction and manufacture, supplier of cast keys 
and plant machinery keys. Any requirements please contact us on 

01902 605818/07792 797148, carrierlocks@aol.co.uk or see our 
website www.carrierlocks.co.uk 


TOMORROW’S INNOVATION 



Lewis FastSlab Foundation and Ground Fioor System 

provides an ideal foundation and slab solution for 
difficult sites. 


• Suitable for all ground conditions 

• Cost effective, fast and easy to install 

• High thermal performance, great for underfloor heating 

• No heavy lifting equipment 

• Ideal for sites with restricted access 

• Minimal excavation - no expensive muck shift. 



www.cdi-icm.co.uk 

info@cdi-icm.co.uk 013i@ 723833 

Innovative Construction Materials Ltd 


LIGHTING 



Lsscncc of Lighting 


yas t range of top brand lighting^ 
Strop - 
^.Excellent service 

■V ■ ~ „ TkiS ~ - - ^ 


reflect your style! 

WWW. essenceoflighting. co.uk 

Use Coupon Code HR0915 for 10% Discount 
(Valid untill 31/12/2015) 


TIMBERFRAME 

Delivering 
your energy 
efficient 
dream home 
using the 
latest timber 
technology 

Frame Technologies have a flexible approach to our customers’ 
requirements, we understand that every self build project is unique 
and our services are designed to meet your individual needs. 
Through a wealth of experience gained over two decades in the 
industry, the Frame Technologies team can help you through every 
stage of the design and construction journey - turning your vision 
into an energy efficient new home. 

FRDME 

TECHNOLOGIES 

SELF-BUILD TIMBER SOLUTIONS 
Frame Technologies Limited 

Broadaxe Lane, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2LA 
T 01544 267124 

E enquiries@frametechnologies.co.uk 
W www.frametechnologies.co.uk 




To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk 









DECKING 



Longlife Decking 


SAiGE Longlife Decking Ltd are suppliers of environmentally 
sourced composite decking. Low maintenance, splinter free 
and anti-slip are just some of its key features. Please contact 
a member of the SAiGE Team for more information. 


LIGHT GREY 


REDWOOD 


CHARCOAL 


ROOFLIGHTS 


e info@rooflights.com 1 01379 353 116 


rooflights.com 

the online rooflight shop. 


Rooflights.com make and sell the highest quality 
glass rooflights, in standard sizes, at online prices. 





Full installation guides 
Product guarantees 
Building regulations compliant 
Made in England 
Next day delivery available 


Order online at rooflights.com/hr 


rooflights. conn is a division of 


GLAZING 

VISION 


^ % 



visit us oniine at 

WWW.SAIGEDECKING.COM 

or call 01789 721 576 

SAiGE Longlife Decking Ltd. | info@saigedecking.com 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


SOIL* 


A GROUND INVESTIGATION BEFORE YOU 
START TO BUILD IS ESSENTIAL 

Nationwide cost effective ground investigations 
for first time, one-off developers and 
established house builders. 

Tel: 0161 980 0044 info@minisoils.co.uk 
www.minisoils.co.uk 



CARAVANS 


Worcestershire Caravan Sales 


Used Static Caravans ideal for 
forTemporary Accommodation. 
Appliances Gas Safe Tested. 
Delivery arranged. 01 299878872 
Over 200 Caravans in stock. 
vvww.worcestershirecaravansales.com 


INSULATION 



The Icynene Insulation System is a soft, flexible, 
breathable, foam insulation and air barrier. Sprayed as a 
liquid Icynene expands up to 100 times its initial volume 
in seconds, filling every nook and cranny in walls, floors 
and ceilings. Icynene’s unique formulation sets it apart 
from other insulation products offering many advantages 
over traditional insulation materials and more modern 
alternatives. While all materials of equal thermal 
resistance perform identically under laboratory conditions 
the same is not true in real life; the effectiveness of some 
insulations materials diminishes over time. Installing 
Icynene ensures no loss of performance. 

Icynene is 100% water blown, containing no toxic 
chemicals like MFC’s, CFC’s or HCFC’s. Remaining 
soft and flexible Icynene accommodates any normal 
expansion, contraction or movement within a building. 

So whether you plan to build, renovate or extend the 
Icynene Insulation System will deliver the performance 
you can count on for a lifetime of savings and comfort. 


m t j 




T: 01229 716039 E: sales@icynene.co.uk 
WWW. icynene. co. uk 
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FLOORING - STONE 


CAST IRON STOVES 


Cast Iron Stoves 






20 

Great 

Looking 

Styles 


BUCKINGHAM 

£ 298.80 


BumWood 
or Coal 

Big Stocks of 
Flue Pipes 
Accessories 
instore 


Selling 
Top Quality 
Stoves in the 
UK for over 
20 years 


All Stoves conform to EN13240 


defra 

APPDnvm 


WENTWORTH £395-98 REGAL II £422 ■80 BARREL £25080 



SEE THE FULL RANGE IN-STORE OR ONLINE 

r^^suPERSTOREsi ““ machinemart.co.uk 

OO nationwide mail ORDER: 0115 956 5555 


Sat 8:30-5:30 
Sun 10-4 


FLOORS of STONE 





01509 234000 - www.floorsofstone.com 

Cotes Mill, Nottingham Road, Loughborough, LE12 STL 


KITCHENS 



TILES 



ROOF TILES 



Our range of genuine handmade clay roof tiles and fittings have been developed 
specifically to produce an aged effect. Traditional techniques and moulds guarantee 
each tile is produced with natural finish and undulations necessary to add distinction 
and character to your roof, be it restoration or new build. 

Tel: 01 580 236299 / 07809 847135 Email: willowtMes(g)webplus.net 

www.willowtiles.co.uk 
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WINDOWS 



High performance timber windows and doors for 
warmth and security. 

Created by combining highly efficient Planitherm double 
glazing, quality modified timber (Accoya Wood) that is 
stable, durable and guaranteed for 50 years against 
decay, high security integral locking mechanism and 
a low maintenance factory finished paint system in any 
colour of your choice. 


All of this, together with the traditional skills of our 

craftsmen, provides lasting warmth and 

security for you and your home. Showroom Now Open. 

OWl H 56 0501 

www.innovationwindows.co.uk 

hello(a)innovationwindows.co.uk 


Developed, 
manufactured and 
installed by 




PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 



NEED A 


Find Engineercorri' 

FindanEngineer.oom is a FREE servce 
provided by The Instianion of Structural 
Enginews to help you find a chartered 
structural engineer in your area. 

You can get legal advice on structural 
probleins, structural design surveys, 
subsidence, planning applications, 
alleratfons/extertsiorrs and much more. 
Visit the site or call 020 7235 4535 for 
more details. 


BUILDING SUPPLIES 


io% 




ALL ORDERS 


RHINO The Woodyard, 

BUILDING & DIY Reedham Road, 
SUPPLIES LTD NR13 3DF 

WWW.RHINOBDS.CO.uk 01493 751762 

Local Trade & DIY merchant 
based in Acle 



JUST QUOTE HBR09 




Ask about our new 

HEDGEHOG 

GUTTER GUARD 


JUMBO BAGS OF 



SEASONED 

FIREWOOD 

Just £59.99 +VAT 



• Eco Friendly Insulation 

• Materials, great prices on 
Hemp Rainwater Harvesters 

• Wide range of bricks available 

• Stonemarket Indian Stone 

• Jumbo bags Ballast, Sand, 
Type 1, Plum Slate 

• Timber 

• Artificial Grass 

We are a local small business 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

VATREFUNDSB 

Specialising in VAT REFUNDS for new builds 
and conversions. Professional and helpful service 
offered by self-builder and converter. Final fee 
payable once funds received from HMRC 

J.M. Daniel Business Services Ltd 
Contact Jayne Daniel fcca on: 

0161 763 5304 j.m.daniel@accamail.com 
www.vatrepayments.co.uk 


BUILD COSTS 


price my plans 


Get an independent cost for your building project 

NEW BUILDS • EXTENSIONS • CONVERSIONS 

Also project management and builders quote analysis - Nationwide Service 


0121 406 2301 or 07581 312121 pricemyplans@gmail.com pricemyplans.co.uk 


OAK BUILDING 

OAK BEAMS 

Ancient Oak Beams, Bricks, 

Roof Tiles, Floorboards, etc. 
Immense Stock 

01483 200477 

WWW. antiquebuildings .com 

Antique Buildings Ltd, Dunsfold, Surrey 


HEATING 


IRONMONGERY 




Fine Pewt^ h^ware 


^ Tel; 01427 871467 
^ Door & Windovi/ Furniture 
www.phg* u k,com 


GARAGE DOORS 



ARRIDGE 
GARAGE DOORS 

• eiG DISCOUNTS - 

• TOP BRANDS • NATIONWIDE DELIVERY • 


Quality Instolkitioii S«rvfc« Available 

Remote Conirols, Trode & Reloil 

Suppliers of: 

Hermofin, Wsadrite, Cgrteck, Gurudor, 

Glidercl, CedurOoor, Cardalu, Aluioll, 

Wessex, Alulech, Ryleina 

rel; 0 U 9 U 70394 
w ww.aiTid9e^ii9edoDrs.(o.uli 


y 
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VICTORIAN 

PLUMBINGcouk 



FREE DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £500 


TRUSTPILOTSrj 


DISCOVER MORE 

ONLINE 


WWW.VICTORIANPLUMBING.CO.uk call US: 0800 862 0878 


91% TRUST SCORE 





PROMOTION 




[deas Gallery 


yt The Shaws fireclay Classic Double Bowl sink comes with 
I a central dividing wall and is available in both white and 
_l_ biscuit finishes. Each bowl has central 3 V 2 " waste outlets to 
accommodate basket strainer or waste disposer and traditional 
style round overflows. Available in two sizes, 800 and 1000, 
these distinctive, heavyweight double bowl sinks require bespoke 
cabinetry due to their weight, www.shawsofdarwen.com 


4 Transport yourself back in time with JB Kind's Calypso door 

range - two new retro door designs and a unique glazing effect 
exclusive to JB Kind, have recently been released. Let light burst 
into your home with the Aurora 'sunshine' door (pictured) which puts a 
contemporary slant on a retro design from the 1950s b 60s. Plus, you'll 
definitely create a buzz with the new glazed Tobago door. The deco- 
rative chequered opaque glass design adds extra fun and flair to the 
ESC© chain of custody certified Calypso range, www.jbkind.com 


7 Nuaire is a world leader in the design and manufacture of do- 
mestic ventilation solutions, having invented and developed 
many of the most popular ventilation strategies used today. 
Nuaire's dedicated Self-Build team will be at the NEC National 
Homebuilding b Renovating Show on Stand E176, for advice on 
your self-build or renovation project, www.nuaire.co.uk 


nuaire 


8 Rundum Meir ventilated garage doors in solid oak have been 
installed on new houses in Cambridge. The vertically slatted de- 
sign met architect requirements for bringing light into integrated 
carports. Each garage door was made-to-measure ranging from 
2200 mm to 2800 mm in height from solid European oak and is fully 
automated, allowing remote control, www.rundum.co.uk 


2 Design your own bespoke whirlpool bath online with the 
latest Technology, Features and Performance from the 
UK's premier manufacturer. Bespoke positioning of Pump, 

Jets, Controls, Chromotherapy lighting. Glass 'Touch Sensi- 
tive' wall/bath mounted control, 4th Generation total draining 
'Silverline' pipework - Not all Whirlpool Baths are made the same! 
www.pegasuswhirlpoolbaths.co.uk 

3 Kennys liquid screed is perfect for under floor heating, it al- 
lows the screed to totally encapsulate the heating pipe leav- 
ing no voids around the pipes. Thus giving a much better 
performance to the heating system than a dry conventional screed. 

www.kenny-group.co.uk 


5 First launched 23 years ago, demista™ heated mirror pads have 
been sold to hotels, specifiers, architects, house builders, and 
supplied through electrical wholesalers and bathroom retailers. 
The self-adhesive pads are slimline and easy to install, simply fix in po- 
sition and wire in to the electrical system either through the lighting or 
a separate switch, www.demista.co.uk 


6 Guaranteeing correct damp-proofing delivery every time, the new 
Dryrod damp proofing rods from Safeguard Europe are the fast- 
est, cleanest, easiest and most effective rising damp treatment on 
the market. The standard 180mm long rods are simply inserted along 
mortar lines at 120mm centres. This delivers the exact dose and applica- 
tion is totally consistent, making it easy to calculate how many to use. 
www.dryrods.com 






11 Ways to Fin ish a Corner t 


Find out more Trim-Tex.co.uk 
or Calls 01603 787464 


Vinyl Beads? 


NEVER 


Belmore 


Official Uniled Kingdom 
Distributor of IRIM-TEX 




2015 




Ucceas (d 
prcdurt line <H mere tlKin SOD 
rigid vinyl corntr b«ad5 
in over 400 stylet 
□n-d lengths. 


Do nflOr© with vinyl beads 

a to ffnls^ jt cGfT\»r. Over SM rfgW vfiryJ to nifwe tofln <500 jcyfsi flfftt 




THE 


NATURAL 

WOOD 

FLOOR 


BEAUTIFUL WOODEN FLOORING 

FOR STYLISH LIVING 


CO. 

LONDON 


Wandsworth London SW18 lEQ. Telephone 020 8871 9771 
Visit ^^AVi»i>iuiiiBflvx>i>ifl^>iMi(n»jnl!^ to view the full flooring range 




All 

products 

manufactured 




Manufacturers of 
Engineered, Solid Wood, 
Pre-finished, 
Parquet Woodblocks 
& Flooring Accessories 





Free Quotation 
On all pnxfcjcts 


The easy solution for creating sleek, stylish and 
contemporary bathrooms, wet rooms and kitchens 

Our Cladding panels are simple and easy to fit, you can create a 
stunning looking bathroom, wet room or kitchen In no time at all. 

No grouting required and unlike tiles, leaves very little mess. 

Simply measure, cut and place on your wall or ceiling. 




Quality Materials - Professionally Designed - Simple to fit 


Contact us 0 1 274 72803 1 

www.daddingstorex:o.ul< • info@claddingstore.cxj.uk 


OO 












architectyourhome 


BEHER FASTER BUILDER LTD 


i nterioryou rhome 

with our collaborative approach and 
pay-as-you-go service, we set the standard in 
design servieesfor home improvement projects 




to find out more call 0800 849 8505 


TIMBER FRAME (SIPS) AVIGNON TIMBER FRAME (SIPS) 
45.67m2 + CAR PORT 22m^ LAMIA 2 1 SSm^ 


2BED £47,160 (weather-tight finish) 


5BED £55,450 (weather-tight finish) 


WEATHER-TIGHT or TURN-KEY FINISH 


ONLY GERMAN CONSTRUCTION 
TIMBER KVH® USED 

WALL U: 0.13W/m2K 

BESPOKE HOUSES BUILT; 

• TO FIXED PRICE 

• ON TIME 

• TO HIGHEST QUALITY 

• NATIONWIDE SERVICE 

• 1 MONTH BUILD TIME 



TIMBER FRAME (SIPS) COLUMBIA 
145m2 + GARAGE 29m^ 

4BED £63,455 (weather-tight finish) 


www.betterfasterbuilder.com 

Tel: 0203 384 6955 



Flight 

Homes 



Flight Homes 

- Here to guide you 



You Choose how Oig or small a part we 
play ih your project Here are just a few of 
the benefits of using us: 

■ Project Management 

■ Free Initial Consultation 

• Regional Offices 

• In-house Design & Engineering 

■ Bespoke Design Service 

• Total eufid Budget Costings 

• In-house Panel Manufacture 

• Closed F^ne! Val-u-Tnerm' System 

No other company offers I he same level of 
servfce as Right Homes. 

Wellington Building, Earls Colne Business 
Park, Earls Colne, Essex C06 2NS 
Tel: 01787 222336 


Creators of truly besfxike homes for over 20 years 

www.flighthomes.uk I^Tl ^ O 


P^NELAND FURNITURE LTD 



• 100% solid wood kitchens - no MDF, chipboard or ply 

• Dovetail jointed drawers - mortise and tenon joints for carcases 

• Free design service, individual, hand drawn plans 

• Non-standard sizes, at no extra cost, to suit your kitchens dimensions 

• Fully assembled units; no annoying flat-pack assembly 

• Straightforward, easy to understand costing - prices include VAT & delivery 

• Primed, or primed and painted units can now be provided 

P^N ELAND is a privately owned, family company that has been established for over 20 years. We believe in 
listening to our clients, and our hand drawn plans, reflect our customers desires and opinions. The final design 
combines well planned functionality, with elegance and beauty, and our clients are often surprised how all this 
can be achieved at such a reasonable cost. 

Visit our website; www.pineland.co.uk Email: enquines@pineland.co.uk or call our offices: 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER, SHROPSHIRE 01299 271143 

NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE 01606 41292 






a FR^ quotation pfease use the code RHN2015 
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Umfaris is an archctectural a El weather patio roof system perfect for contempoiary home designs to 
extend living spaces outside. The contemporary aluminium louvre system functions as a sun and rain 
protection for a patio or terrace. With Integrated automation you chose how the iouvres sit thus creating 
a sunnyor shaded outdoor living area. When dosed the welded alummium louvres site completely flat 
and interlock, creating a fully “watertight patio roof. Contact 10 Glass for rnore Information. 



The Courtyard Showrocrrijp Sky Hogse, Raans Rosd^ Amersham^ HP6 6JQ 


T 01494 77^880 E info@umbri 5 AJk 


W www.umbris,uk 
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FREE ESTIMATING SERVICES FOR SELF BUILDERS 


The most important planning 
element of any Self-Build 
development is affordability. 
We specialise in estimating 
building costs for Self-Builders. 

With over 40,000 completed 
self builds we offer unrivalled 
experience and expertise in 
pricing your dream home. 





CM 1:1 Dim 


If you have Planning Approval and intend to start within the 
next 12 months, you qualify for a FREE Labour & Material Estimate 
worth £150. Full terms & conditions are on our website. 


For more information visit estimators-online.com or call 0161 286 8601. 
Please visit us at the Homebuilding 8( Renovating Shows. 



Homebiildiiig 

&Renovating5>ko^ 

EXCEL, LONDON 
25-27 SEPT 2015 


Homebuicfng 

&Renovating5>(^o^ 


Homebuidlng 

&Renovatinggko^ 


Homebuidlng 

&Renovatingg(^o^ 


STAND 1 

■ RHC, EDINBURGH 

STAND 1 

■ HIC, HARROGATE 

STAND 1 

■ SOMERSET 

H152 1 

1 24-25 OCT 2015 

644 1 

1 6-8 NOV 2015 

A515 1 

1 21-22 NOV 2015 


STAND 

545 



NOVEMBER 2015 



SOURCE BOOK 


UPFRONT (P.19) 

Crosswater 01322 475800 

QMotion UK qmotionshades.co.uk 

JB Kind 01283 554197 

Zehnder zehnder.co.uk 

DRU drufire.co.uk 

Villeroy b Boch villeroy-boch.co.uk 

Iconic iconicradiators.co.uk 

The Radiator Company 01342 302250 

THE HOME OF 2040 
SUPPLIERS (P.57) 

Konnectiv 0114 299 7986 

Archimedia Middle East 

archimedia-me.com 

CEDIA cedia.co.uk 

AWE 01372 729995 

Nest nest.com/uk 

LG Ig.com/uk 

Samsung samsung.com/uk 

Creston 020 7930 9757 

IKEA ikea.com/gb 

Dulux 0333 222 7171 

Tesla 

teslamotors.com/en_GB/powerwall 

Saint-Gobain 020 7323 6576 

Baufritz 01223 235632 


THE HOME OF 2040 
ARCHITECTS (P.57) 

Hawkes Architecture 01580 892739 

Paul Testa Architecture 

paultestaarchitecture.co.uk 

Rural Office for Architecture 

ruralofficeforarchitecture.co.uk 

ZEDfactory 020 8404 1380 

PAD Studio 01590 670780 

Caplin Homes caplinhomes.co.uk 

BACA baca.uk.com 

STONE FLOORING (P.92) 

Artisans of Devizes 01380 720007 

Ca 'Pietra 0844 915 0002 

Original Style 01392 473000 

Tile Mountain 01782 223822 

Mandarin Stone mandarinstone.com 

Floors of Stone 01509 234000 

Topps Tiles toppstiles.co.uk 

London Ceramics 

londonceramics.co.uk 

B&Q diy.com 

Marshalls marshalls.co.uk 


Fulham Stone 020 7384 9092 

Lapicida lapicida.com 

deVOL devolkitchens.co.uk 

The Stone Tile Company 

stonetilecompany.co.uk 

Stonell stonell.com 

Stone Age stone-age.co.uk 

Ceramica b Stone 

ceramicaandstone.co.uk 

Beswickstone beswickstone.co.uk 

Wickes wickes.co.uk 


BRICKS (P.174) 

Michelmersh 0844 931 0022 

York Handmade Brick Company 

01347 838881 

Furness Brick 01229 462411 

Wienerberger wienerberger.co.uk 

Ibstock ibstock.com 

Northcot Brick 0800 038 9575 

Hanson Bricks 

hansonbuildingproducts.co.uk 

Travis Perkins travisperkins.co.uk 

London Reclaimed Brick Merchants 

lrbm.com 

Hoskins Brick hoskinsbrick.com 

COLEFORD Brick b Tile.... 01594 822160 

Jewson jewson.co.uk 

Bovingdon bovingdonbricks.co.uk 

Keyline keyline.co.uk 
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MULTIPANEL" 

A W Don’t tile it. MuLtipaneLit. 

WATERPROOF I WALLS I FLOORS I CEILINGS I VANITIES 



INTRODUCING 
NEWLY 
LAUNCHED 
PRODUCTS 
GLOW WALL 
AND REFLECT 





CREATE A 

GREAT 

FEATURE 

WITH OUR 

TILE& 

PHOTOWALL 

PANELS 




Homebuilding & Renovating Show, London ExCel 

L 25th - 27th Septennber- Stand B1 28. A 




Next Month 

On sale 29 October 2015 

10 REASONS TO PICK IT UP: 


Plan Your Bathroom: Design Advice 
^ How to Choose a SIPs Supplier 
Rooflight Guide 

^ A Contemporary Budget Self-build 
Buying from Builders' Merchants 
10 Ideas for the Perfect Family Home 
^ A Buyer's Guide to Woodburners 
Planning a Home Office 
^ A Brilliant Barn Conversion 

Buying a Plot: Special In-Depth Guide 



TO CELEBRATE OUR 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

SUBSCRIBE FOR £25 


EKTEPISIOMS I 5ELF-BUILDS | ftENOVATlOMS | CONVERSIONS 



&Renovatiiig 


W-hmlif 


^^build 

mleEdsy! 


Expert Quldes le Project 




YEARS 


Homebuilding 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


■ Market-leading expert advice on running 
self build and renovation projects 


■ Save ElOOOs by using our expert advice 


■ See the best new individual homes in the UK 


■ Free tickets to all Homebuilding & Renovating 
Shows worth up to £192 a year 


HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

^ VISIT homebuilding.co.uk/novemberi5 
S CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTIONS TEAM 
ON 01527 834484 

OFFICE HOURS: 9-5PM MON-THURS, 9-4.30PM FRI 




ID ARCHITECTURE 


MY BIG IDEA NO 8 



Comer Glazing 

Architect Tom Williams shares one of his practice's favourite design tricks 


orner glazing is a great way of blurring the 
boundaries between inside and out. A plot will 
often be configured in a certain way; a client 
may want to orientate the house to face a par- 
ticular view, for instance 
(as was the case with our 
Nicol Lodge project, above). The corner 
glazing here sees two Junctions coming 
together to focus the view to one aspect 
of the garden and to open out on to a 
south-facing patio. 

We sourced the doors from Sunpara- 
dise as they offered a solution where the 
structural corner post could be removed 
— when the doors open the whole corner 
is exposed to the garden, connecting with 
the outdoors. We worked closely with the 


structural engineer, using steels to cantilever the load above. 
We also had to get the level thresholds right. We built up the 
patio, and the track for the glazing is recessed into the floor 
with a drainage channel below so that any rain is washed away 
under the patio and into the garden. 

For a sleek, elegant look, sliding doors 
offer larger areas of glazing; with bi-fold 
doors there are more frames involved 
which can spoil the outlook. 

My advice is to visit shows to see how 
the products work and whether they 
come with a flush level threshold for that 
seamless effect. Remember that frames 
make a huge difference too and if you're 
going for a large opening such as a cor- 
ner unit then I'd recommend aluminium 
frames as they are slimmer. (D 




Tom Williams is a 
director at ID Architecture 
(idarchitecture.co.uk) 
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Let's talk perfect gardens & drives 


When you're creating an outdoor living space, you want style, good 
looks and longevity. We specialise in high-quality paving materials 
for patios and driveways, to suit your style and budget. 

So if you're after elegant, eye-catching and affordable solutions, 
don't wait for the grass to grow. Talk to us. 


Call 0845 60 80 570... and talk to us direct. 

Alternatively, email us at: landscaping@brett.co.uk 


FLAG PAVING 

BLOCK PAVING 

PERMEABLE PAVING 
NATURAL STONE PAVING 
DECORATIVE AGGREGATES 
SPECIALIST KERB SYSTEMS 


D @brettpaving 

E BrettPaving 

fa Brett Landscaping Ltd. 



To download our Gardens & Drives Brochure visit 

www.brettpaving.co.uk/brochure 


LANDSCAPING AND BUILDING PRODUCTS 


www.brettpaving.co.uk 












THF ASHV[T l.F,GROlJR 



Turnkey Design & Build 




Basements . Refurbishment . Extensions . Lofts . Home Automation 


Ashville Inc. Limited, 541 Kings Road, London SW6 2EB 

020 7736 0355 . info@ashvilleinc.com 

ashvilleinc.com , ashviilesinarthomes.coin . ashvilleheights.com . ashvilleaggregates.com 





